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Second Africa Day of School Feeding
Harnessing Demographic Dividend through Investment in Youth:
Home Grown School Feeding is an Investment in Africa’s Youth and
Children

The Second Africa Day of School Feeding
gathered 55 African countries and was an
important day for WFP as a key partner of the
African Union. The main event was held in
Brazzaville and WFP hosted a celebration in
Rome to mark the day with representatives
from eleven countries.

Introductory words by Mr. Ramiro Lopes da
Silva, Assistant Executive Director of WFP
School meals are the world’s most common
social safety net and one of WFP’s flagship
initiatives. The Africa Day of School Feeding
highlights the success of these programmes
and the benefits they provide as part of
national social protection strategies.
Home Grown School Feeding programmes
ensure that children are healthy, ready to
learn and that farmers can access new
markets. They have powerful and life-long
impacts that can narrow inequalities and help
break inter-generational cycles of hunger and
poverty. By investing in youth, Home Grown
School Feeding is an investment in Africa’s
future.

Video Message of Dr. Martial De-Paul
Ikounga, African Union Commissioner for
Human Resources, Science and Technology.
Investing in school feeding is not a burden on
public budgets, but it provides a return on
investment in four areas, which are education,
skills development, youth employment and
health and well-being. For each of those,
school feeding is very significant.
This year’s event is focused on harnessing the
demographic dividend through investment in
youth, in line with the African Union
continental strategy for education and Agenda
2063. This is a priority for African countries,
with tremendous potential benefits for
development.

Opening Remarks by Mr. Mohamed Nassir
Camara, Deputy Permanent Representative of
Guinea
Having the Second Africa Day of School
Feeding celebrated in Rome bears witness to
the high quality of the partnership with WFP.
School feeding is an economic investment and
not only an expenditure of national resources.

It helps children to grow, supports their
development and generates income for the
local communities. The local market can be
harnessed to feed children and this can lead to
a strategic development.
The political and institutional commitments
have been strengthened over the last years
and significant progresses have been made in
different African countries, based on wellstructured partnerships that led the way.
African Permanent Representatives in Rome
are encouraged to support WFP and RomeBased Agencies, to help spread this concept of
school feeding in general and that of Home
Grown School Feeding in particular, so they
may become a reality on the ground. This
requires a joint effort of our governments and
all of our partners including our potential
partners in the private sector.

Panel discussion
Moderated by Ms. Kawinzi Muiu, Director of
WFP Gender Office

H.E. Mamadou Kamara Dekamo,
Permanent Representative of the Republic of
Congo
Thousands of young people in a desperate
situation have been brought out of poverty
with the support of FAO and WFP and are now
in better health, food and nutrition status.
School attendance has increased. Thousands
of young people from indigenous tribes have
enrolled in schools and are being fed and
looked after. Thanks to the work being done
by WFP, the results are outstanding. Out of
616,000 schoolchildren in 2014-2015,
258,000 benefitted from the programme,
which represents 42 percent of the total. The
overall objective is to ensure that 100 percent
of young people can benefit from this
programme. The partnership of WFP and other
organizations with the government of the
Republic of Congo is essential.

H.E. Hassan Abouyoub, Permanent
Representative of Morocco
School feeding has been part of Morocco’s
tradition of national solidarity for a long time.
In the 1970s and 1980s this tradition has
been incorporated into the national school
feeding programme, the goal of which was to

strengthen access to education. In the late
1990s, this approach was abandoned for many
reasons and Morocco decided to change its
model. A reform integrated school feeding into
the education and human development
policies, with a view to support academic
achievements, and this had outstanding
results. In university restaurants, quality
monitoring as well as nutrition and health
monitoring were reinforced. A training
programme for farmers was created, to
ensure healthy and quality products. Every
day, school feeding supports 2 million people
in Morocco and keeps growing.

Mr. Ayman Tharwat Amin Abdel Aziz,
Chargé d’Affaires at the Permanent Mission of
Egypt
The school feeding programme in Egypt is
designed to improve nutrition for students of
public schools aged 4 to 12, and to reduce
school drop-out. The main objective of the
programme is access to education, through an
increased concentration, improved cognitive
abilities, increased opportunities for girls and
reduced school drop-out. The second main
objective is food security: to improve food
security for vulnerable people is important to
make them contribute to the country’s future.
The third objective is to improve labour
market and reduce illiteracy. Finally, school
feeding also serves as a platform to deliver
health interventions such as deworming, in
the poorest areas. The programme feeds 9
million children daily.

Dr. Alice Gisèle Sidibe-Anago, Deputy
Permanent Representative of Burkina Faso
In Burkina Faso, the Sahel province is affected
by chronic food insecurity, and enrolment
rates are very low. To address this issue and
improve attendance of schoolchildren, WFP
has been implementing universal school
feeding programmes since 2004. A Home
Grown School Feeding programme was
launched in 2014 by introducing yogurt
through the “Milk Project”. Milk is processed
into yogurt by local dairy processing units,
most often managed by women. This project
is now feeding 46,000 students in 28 schools.
It is in line with the national economic and
social plan and it is also relevant to the
implementation of WFP strategic objectives 4
and 5. This project provided small-scale dairy

producers with semi-industrial equipment and
good quality controls. School demand created
an income opportunity for women’s groups
and has become a key market for smallholder
farmers, while promoting a sustainable
management of local, natural resources.

Mr. Rakotoarisolo Suzelin Ratohiarijaona,
Deputy Permanent Representative of
Madagascar
The school feeding programme was initiated in
the 1990s in the southern part of the island,
which is chronically affected by a drought
every 5 to 10 years. At that time, WFP was
procuring food internationally and the
government was in charge of distributing it.
Since 2005, the partnership between WFP and
the Ministry of Education has been
strengthened: school feeding is now
supporting the local agriculture and
communities as food is locally procured from
smallholder farmers. Last year, a Cost-Benefit
Analysis of the school feeding programme
showed that each US$1 invested in school
meals generates a return of US$6.2 in the
country’s GDP. The value of the meals
represents a transfer of about US$500 per
child to the households during the child’s
entire schooling, improving food security for
the family. Furthermore, the net present value
of the beneficiaries’ increased productivity
when they become working adults is US$490,
meaning that school feeding has positive longterm impacts on the country’s economic
growth.

Dr. Mitiku Tesso Jebessa, Deputy
Permanent Representative of Ethiopia
As part of the drought response, the
government of Ethiopia rolled out an
emergency school feeding programme
targeting 2.9 million children during the 2016
academic year and 1.1 million children in the
current academic year in the most affected
areas. The regional government also allocated
additional funds to cover the cost of non-food
items and other implementation and
monitoring costs. School meals in Ethiopia
provide meals to all children and take-home
rations to girls. WFP supports Home Grown
School Feeding in Ethiopia in 940 primary
schools since 2012. The government believes
that Home Grown School Feeding maximizes
the benefits of school feeding for smallholder

farmers by linking schools to the local
production. This programme is part of a wider
effort to achieve education for all.

Mr. Haladou Salha, AU-NEPAD Senior
Technical Adviser to the Africa Regional Group
and AU-NEPAD Senior Liaison Officer to the
UN Food and Agriculture Agencies
To invest in youth is to invest in the future of
communities. The most valuable assets
African countries can provide to youth are
education, knowledge and health. The theme
of this year’s Africa Day of School Feeding is a
call for Africa to invest more and in a
sustainable way in youth, to create a new
generation of rural entrepreneurs and to avoid
the disastrous flow of jobless migrants. WFP
and the NEPAD have been working hard
together with other development partners, to
implement Home Grown School Feeding in
several African countries since early 2003 and
generate momentum. It is necessary to
sustain and leverage this momentum, in order
to make the best possible use of national
resources. It is the duty of the countries to
lead this process and do whatever efforts are
required to fully implement Home Grown
School Feeding.

The Home Grown School
Feeding Resource Framework
Introduction by Mr. David Cuming, Adviser
at the Permanent Mission of Canada
Canada has been supporting WFP to
implement school feeding programmes since
2003. Despite the many changes that
occurred since then, WFP and its partners kept
making progresses. One of the key game
changers is to link school feeding to local
agriculture: Home Grown School Feeding
connects schools to smallholder farmers to
leverage this additional, institutional demand
for local products while ensuring that children
get locally produced food. Canada is proud to
partner with WFP in funding the forthcoming
Resource Framework on Home Grown School
Feeding, which will gather and give access to
recent lessons learned, harmonize existing
guidance materials and provide technical
recommendations. This will contribute to
maintain the existing momentum to the
benefit of generations to come.

The global Agenda 2030 for Sustainable
Development is a tough agenda, and we know
that the Sustainable Development Goals are
interlinked and complex to deliver. Since so
little time is left, it is necessary to identify
country-driven initiatives that can be delivered
at scale. We can hardly think of any project
other than the Home Grown School Feeding
project which can address such a cross-cutting
agenda, and we are willing to join our
colleagues from FAO and WFP in this initiative.

Ms. Boitshepo Giyose, Senior Nutrition
Officer, FAO
A few years ago, it would not have been easy
to come out with a product which is a
testament of a conversion of thinking, of
approach, of an innovation and of how we
really want to be able to support countries in
delivering Home Grown School Feeding
programmes.
This Resource Framework is a guidance
document, which provides African countries
with a roadmap to address challenges related
to hunger and achieve Agenda 2030. This
Resource Framework also needs to be looked
at as a tool to advocate for such investments

to be made at scale. Finally, human resources
and capacities are key and this Framework
articulates what type of capacities are needed
to deliver Home Grown School Feeding.

Mr. David Ryckembusch, Senior Programme
Adviser, WFP
WFP and its partners, including the WFP
Centre of Excellence against Hunger, FAO,
IFAD, the Global Child Nutrition Foundation,
the Partnership for Child Development, the
New Partnership for Africa’s Development and
the Government of Canada, joined their forces
to create a Resource Framework aimed at
supporting the design, implementation and
scaling-up of government-led Home Grown
School Feeding programmes.
The Resource Framework harmonizes the
existing knowledge, tools and expertise of the
partners. A synopsis of this Resource
Framework is available as of today, and the
full technical document will be presented in
July to the African Union along with the study
of Benefits of school feeding in Africa
supported by the WFP Centre of Excellence in
Brazil and the WFP Liaison Office in Addis
Ababa. It is a reference document for WFP and
the partners to provide technical assistance to
governments in order to improve the
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Mr. Shantanu Mathur, Head of Quality
Assurance Group, IFAD

Remarks by H.E. Dinah Grace Akello,
Permanent Representative of Uganda
School feeding in Uganda provides meals to
about 116,000 children aged 6 to 17 in 208
schools under the Home Grown School
Feeding model. This programme is
implemented in one of the least advanced
provinces of the country and it is jointly
operated by the government and WFP under
the Purchase for Progress (P4P) scheme.
National contributions are locally grown, to
provide the children with one multi-fortified
maize meal every day. If possible, this
programme should be scaled-up to other parts
of Uganda, as it is extremely beneficial to local
communities.

Nutrition-Sensitive
Programming
Ms. Lauren Landis, Head of the WFP
Nutrition Division
WFP adopted a new Nutrition Policy recently.
Although the first thousand days remain an
important focus, this policy develops a life-

cycle approach to focus on young children and
school-age children. The focus will also be on
the diet, to ensure that school meals are welldesigned from a nutritional standpoint.
National plans will enable WFP to partner
more closely with national governments, and
WFP also intends to work together with FAO
for a better school nutrition. It is a challenge
to make sure that the meals which are served
are healthy, balanced, diversified, nutritious
and contribute to reducing micronutrient
deficiencies. Home Grown School Feeding can
address these issues.

Remarks by Mr. Carlos Alberto Amaral,
Deputy Permanent Representative of Angola
It is important to improve school attendance
and performance, but also to improve the
condition of smallholder farmers. This is why it
is essential to link school meals with the local
production. The preparation of food is also
part of the programme, and Home Grown
School Feeding can contribute not only to
improve the nutritional status of the children
but also the quality of local products. Such
programmes are truly important for the
Agenda 2030. It is essential to mobilize more
resources and work for today’s children to
ensure the success of these programmes.
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efficiency, effectiveness and sustainability of
Home Grown School Feeding programmes.

Video Message of Dr. Donald Bundy, Senior
Adviser and Deputy Director of Neglected
Infectious Diseases at The Bill and Melinda
Gates Foundation
The World Bank, supported by the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation, is publishing the
third edition of the Disease Control Priorities.
The eighth volume will be dedicated to Child
and Adolescent Health and Development.
School feeding is a social protection
programme, but this is not the only reason for
countries to implement such programmes:
they also increase enrolment, bring girls to
schools, and improves the health and
nutritional status of schoolchildren. When
taking into account these impacts, school
feeding appears as highly cost-effective.
From a health point of view, although the
period of highest vulnerability is the first
1,000 days, there are other very important
periods in child development. From 5 to 10,
there are important issues about infectious
diseases. From 10 to 15 is the pubertal growth
spurt, during which children grow at the same
rate as 2 years old children. And from 15 to
21 is the main period of brain development.
The first 1,000 days remain very important,
but our message is that we also need to care
for the next 7,000 days, until the child
reaches the early twenties.

The School Feeding
Investment Case and the
MasterCard-WFP Partnership
Mr. Gaetano Carboni, Executive VicePresident Strategic Alliances, MasterCard
The private sector is an important partner to
achieve the SDGs. The partnership between
MasterCard and WFP was initiated 5 years
ago, based on a strategy to shift to “digital
food”: instead of delivering in-kind food, the
solution empowers beneficiaries to buy local
food products. MasterCard also raised funds
and seconded volunteer employees on field
missions with WFP. MasterCard works with
banks, retailers and a number of
governments, and Home Grown School
Feeding attracts enthusiasm and commitment
from all these different stakeholders, because
it addresses many SDGs. MasterCard is

committed to scale-up this partnership and
has launched the MasterCard School Meals
Challenge, which is a marketing campaign
aimed at increasing the funding that WFP is
today devoting to school meals by 10 percent.
It is a huge effort on MasterCard’s side, but it
is possible because school feeding is always
immediately captured as something valuable.

Video Message of Dr. Edward Taylor,
Professor of Agricultural and Resource
Economics at the University of California,
Davis
The Local Economy-Wide Impact Evaluation
(LEWIE) provides evidence of spillover effects
of social protection programmes to nontargeted households which indirectly benefit
from them. Direct beneficiaries spend their
additional income on the local market, thus
increasing the income of other households,
including those which did not receive the
transfer in the first place. The LEWIE models
the beneficiary household and the local
economy to simulate the pathways through
which social transfers generate an income
multiplier to non-targeted beneficiaries.
A few examples to which the LEWIE has been
applied so far: social cash transfers in various
African countries, the impact of food
assistance to refugees in Rwanda on the area
surrounding the camps, and soon the impact
of Home Grown School Meals in Kenya,
through which cash is disbursed to the schools
so they may buy food locally to feed the
schoolchildren.

Conclusions and
Recommendations
With a view to harness the demographic
dividend and deliver sustainable school
feeding programmes, local agriculture can be
linked with school meals under the Home
Grown School Feeding model, to leverage
these programmes to support smallholder
farmers and strengthen local communities.
School feeding can be designed to be healthand nutrition-sensitive. South-South
cooperation can foster the exchange of best
practices and development of a community of
practice across the actors and operators of
Home Grown School Feeding programmes.
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For more information, contact:
World Food Programme
Safety Nets and Social Protection Unit
Via Cesare Giulio Viola, 68-70
00148 Rome
Italy

