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neighbouring countries with the ability to 
choose the right foods for their families and 
ensure local economies and shop-owners 
could continue to thrive. 

To showcase the strong EU support for 
families in need worldwide, the end of 2014 
also saw the launch of the joint WFP-EU 
Family Meal campaign: “What brings us 
together?” Renowned photographer 
Chris Terry was sent on a journey to 
five different countries to capture how 
EU-funded WFP assistance is making 
a difference in people’s lives and how 
the importance of a family meal is enjoyed 
globally.  

The European Union (EU) and UN World 
Food Programme (WFP) have made working 
together a priority to tackle food insecurity 
and malnutrition worldwide. This partnership 
has been and remains vital to WFP’s fight for 
a Zero Hunger world. 

In 2014, WFP reached 80 million hungry 
people in 82 countries, as worldwide 
catastrophes rose to a record high; from 
the aftermath of Typhoon Haiyan in the 
Philippines, to the devastating Ebola 
epidemic in West Africa, to the conflicts in 
the Middle East, most notably Iraq and Syria. 

With more than €1.1 billion in support from 
the EU (25 percent from the European 
Commission and 75 percent from Member 
States), WFP was able to address these 
colossal challenges, providing food 
assistance to millions of people in 40 
countries. 

The EU is one of the world’s major donors 
for food assistance in crises and through a 
growing partnership, the EU and WFP have 
become leaders in innovation for sustainable 
solutions in fighting hunger worldwide. 

The 2014 Ebola epidemic in West Africa was 
the largest of its kind in history, severely 
affecting livelihoods in Guinea, Liberia 
and Sierra Leone. By supporting Logistics 
operations and the UN Humanitarian Air 
Service (UNHAS), managed by WFP, EU 
support went beyond food assistance. The 
logistical network set up by WFP allowed 
the humanitarian community to access 
affected communities in remote areas and 
create infrastructure for other humanitarian 
agencies to work more quickly and 
effectively. 

Addressing the Syria crisis, more than €120 
million from the EU and Member States 
helped WFP reach as many as 4.9 million 
people inside the country and another 
million forced to flee into neighbouring 
countries. Additionally, innovative cash 
and e-voucher programmes were vital 
to providing individuals and families in 

http://familymeal.eu
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/what/humanitarian-aid/food-assistance_en
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/what/humanitarian-aid/food-assistance_en
https://www.wfp.org/cash-and-vouchers
https://www.wfp.org/cash-and-vouchers
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WFP’S TOP DONORS IN 2014

Member States

EUROPEAN COMMISSION 
AND EU MEMBER STATES 
FUNDING TO WFP 2009-2014
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RECIPIENT COUNTRY AMOUNT IN MILLIONS PERCENTAGE

EC & MS Funding of  
WFP operation

EU Member 
States EC EC & MS

Republic of South Sudan € 107 € 509 15,9 5,3 21,1

Syria Crisis Operation 
(Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, Turkey)

€ 90 € 347 20,7 5,4 26,2

Egypt € 62 € 72 2,2 83,3 85,6

Ethiopia € 52 € 231 16,8 5,9 22,7

Sudan € 46 € 205 14,3 8,5 22,8

Jordan € 43 € 98 34,8 9,2 44,0

Yemen € 41 € 92 38,3 6,6 44,9

Lebanon € 37 € 103 36,0 0,0 36,0

Iraq € 36 € 189 12,5 7,0 19,5

Kenya € 28 € 162 12,5 5,0 17,5

Uganda € 26 € 45 51,6 6,5 58,1

Somalia € 22 € 112 19,8 0,0 19,8

Mali € 20 € 65 13,0 18,8 31,7

Niger € 19 € 73 8,2 18,3 26,5

Turkey € 16 € 38 28,4 14,8 43,2

Chad € 15 € 50 11,6 19,4 31,0

Central African Republic € 14 € 55 19,3 7,3 26,6

Palestine, State of € 14 € 55 19,7 6,5 26,1

Democratic Republic of Congo € 13 € 94 11,7 2,1 13,8

Bangladesh € 12 € 29 37,0 5,3 42,3

TOP 10 EU 
MEMBER 
STATES 
FUNDING TO 
WFP IN 2014

United 
Kingdom

Germany

Sweden

Netherlands

Ireland

Finland

Denmark

Italy

Belgium

France

2014 TOP 
RECIPIENT 
COUNTRIES OF 
EU FUNDING 
THROUGH WFP
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Modalities:
WFP adapts the modality of 
food assistance depending on 
the context of the humanitarian 
or development situation. 
Ensuring no harm is done to local 
economies or smallholder farmers 
while providing the most effective 
assistance possible, the EU 
supports multiple WFP solutions 
including cash and vouchers and 
direct food distributions.
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Syria
As the war in Syria entered its fourth year, 
the needs continued to grow, both inside 
and outside the country. More than 7 million 
Syrians (4.25 million inside the country and 
2.9 million in neighbouring countries) were 
in urgent need of food assistance in 2014. 
Despite hindered humanitarian access, WFP, 
supported by the EU, managed to reach 
4.9 million of these vulnerable Syrians. 
Innovative e-voucher programmes addi-
tionally helped alleviate some pressure put 
on neighbouring states experiencing heavy 
influxes of refugees by creating jobs and 
invigorating the local economies.

South Sudan
The world’s youngest country broke into 
civil war in December 2013, forcing 1.4 
million people inside the country to flee 
their homes and nearly half a million peo-
ple to cross into neighbouring countries. 
In addition to fighting along supply routes 
hindering humanitarian access to vulnera-
ble groups of South Sudanese, the conflict 
risked reversing the progress in food 
security the region had made before. More 
than €107.5 million in EU donor support 
was essential in ensuring 2.5 million 
people were reached by WFP with food, 
nutrition and livelihood assistance. 

CONFLICT AND NATURAL DISASTERS 

LEVEL 3 EMERGENCIES

Types of disaster

Conflict
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Hurricane

Floods
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https://www.wfp.org/news/news-release/wfp-vouchers-feed-syrian-refugees-create-jobs-boost-lebanese-economy
https://www.wfp.org/news/news-release/wfp-vouchers-feed-syrian-refugees-create-jobs-boost-lebanese-economy
http://www.wfp.org/news/news-release/south-sudan-conflict-reverses-progress-food-security
http://www.wfp.org/news/news-release/south-sudan-conflict-reverses-progress-food-security
http://www.wfp.org/news/news-release/wfp-hails-re-opening-river-corridor-supply-vital-food-assistance-south-sudan
http://www.wfp.org/news/news-release/wfp-hails-re-opening-river-corridor-supply-vital-food-assistance-south-sudan
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Iraq
As fighting broke out and spread from 
Mosul to other cities and governorates of 
Iraq in the summer of 2014, nearly two 
million people became displaced, quad-
rupling the number of internally displaced 
persons (IDPs) and refugees in the country. 
WFP reached over 1.4 million Iraqis with 
food assistance in the second half of the 
year with successful distributions finally 
reaching across all 18 governorates thanks 
to EU and Member State support.

Central African Republic
Even before the conflict in Central African 
Republic began in 2012, the food security 
situation in the country was dire. By 2014, 
800,000 were displaced, while 35 percent 
of the entire population was in urgent need 
of food assistance and 90 percent said they 
lived on only one meal a day. With difficulties 
in both access and safety, the crisis became 
one of the main challenges facing humanitar-
ian and international communities. EU sup-
port helped tackle these challenges and was 
especially generous in funding for the UN 
humanitarian air service (UNHAS). This sup-
port significantly increased geographical 
coverage of WFP assistance and the num-
ber of beneficiaries reached. Additionally, 
€1.3 million from the EU supported WFP 
efforts to reach refugees who had crossed 
into Cameroon, often traveling for weeks 
through the forest to reach safety. 
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http://docustore.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ep/wfp269715.pdf
http://docustore.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ep/wfp269715.pdf
http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ep/wfp272236.pdf
http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ep/wfp272236.pdf
http://www.wfp.org/news/news-release/eu-supports-wfp%E2%80%99s-efforts-assist-car-refugees-cameroon
http://www.wfp.org/news/news-release/eu-supports-wfp%E2%80%99s-efforts-assist-car-refugees-cameroon
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“2014 experienced new, sad peaks of global 
humanitarian needs. I have seen the heartbreaking 
suffering of vulnerable people, especially children, 
caught up in conflict and natural disaster. But I have 
also witnessed the very concrete difference that the 
strong EU-WFP partnership is making every day in 
saving lives and bringing hope, made possible thanks 
to the generosity of EU tax payers. It is genuine 
European solidarity in action.“

Christos Stylianides, European Commissioner  
for Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Management

“The European Union’s contribution to WFP is more 
than just financial. Working together, we drive and 
develop innovations and efficiencies in humanitarian 
assistance. Working together, we negotiate and 
safeguard humanitarian access. And it is by working 
together, we will achieve necessary humanitarian and 
development reform, ensuring people get the support 
they both deserve and need.“

Ertharin Cousin, Executive Director of the United 
Nations World Food Programme

For more information or to donate online, please visit our website www.wfp.org

Or contact the UN World Food Programme Office in Brussels: 
41, Avenue des Arts, 1040 Brussels
Tel: +32 2 500 09 10   Fax: +32 2 502 77 90   E-mail: wfp.brussels@wfp.org


