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KEY FINDINGS

e In September 2017, retail prices of most monitored food commodities showed an upward trend as compared to last month and 3 months earlier. This increase is mainly due to the
lean season effect for most monitored crops, and the partial obstruction of road access and transportation services caused by monsoon-induced floods and landslides.

e Rural and remote markets reported relatively higher increase in food prices, and more limited or insufficient food stocks than main markets.

Methodology:

This monthly mVAM market survey is conducted in eight districts of the mid— and far-western mountains of Nepal to monitor the price, supply and availability of basic food commodities, and
transportation services in 33 main and rural markets (see Map 1 in page 2). Data is collected through phone interviews with traders conducted by trained call centre operators.

Price situation: Table 1: Retail prices of food commodities (NPR/kg or Itr)
¢ Overall, the average retail price of most food commodities increased in September 2017 _
compared to previous month (with the exception of the price of coarse rice and soybean
oil) and 3 months earlier (see Table 1). 1 month 3 month
¢ The price of red potato showed the highest increase both within the last month before the
survey (+7.4%) and compared to three months earlier (+47.3%). -1.4% 10.6%
¢ Road access was a major determining factor in price trends. Average retail prices of food 7.3% 10.5%
commodities were lower in the districts with better road access and conversely higher in
those districts without or poor access to roads. For example, the retail price of coarse rice -1.4% 5.20
was almost three times higher in Humla (135.0 NPR/kg) compared to Darchula (33.1 NPR/
kg) in September 2017. Likewise, the retail price of wheat flour was almost three times 3.6% 11.8%
higher in Humla (155.4 NPR/kg) and Dolpa (120.0 NPR/kg) as compared to Darchula (42
NPR/kg) and Bajhang (43.5 NPR/kg). Prices of other commodities such as chicken meat 4.8% 11.5%
and soybean oil were also more than 50 percent higher in the district without or poor
access to roads (see Table 2). 443 7.4% 47.3%
Market situation:
¢ In September 2017, about 50 percent monitored markets showed an improvement in Figure 1: Change in demand, supply and transporta-  Figure 2: Food stock situation in the
demand and supply of food commodities, mainly in the big markets with good road ton services (compared to last month) markets (%)
networks.
¢ However, traders in the remote and small rural markets reported that transportation Demand
services were disrupted due to partial or temporary damage of roads caused by floods and

landslides (see Figure 1). As a result, prices in the markets were relatively higher than the
market with regular supply of food commodities due to partial disruption of supply and
transportation services. Supply 45.2% 35.7%

¢ Most traders reported that food stock in the monitored markets was insufficient (71.4%),
resulting to partial or temporary shortage of basic food commodities mainly in the remote

markets such as Khandeshwori bazaar in Darchula, Shreenagar and Maila markets in = Transportation 50.0% 3.8¢
Humla, Mugraha in Kalikot and Tarapani bazaar in Mugu districts. = Sufficient = Insufficient
¢ It was reported that people residing near small rural markets with insufficient food supplies 0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

often went to the main markets to purchase sufficient food and non-food items. uImproved uRemained same Decreased
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Table 2: Change in retail prices of food commodities (NPR/kg or Itr) Current Change in price (%)** Average change over For further information
by monitored district

C dit
ommodity price *

1m 3m im 3m lyr
Change in price (%)** Average change over . Ahmad Shah Shahi
Commodity El:i::rlt J il () J J Bajhang
im 3m 1yr Coarse rice 43.8 2.6 7.6 - > - ahmadshah.shahi@wfp.org
Jumla Wheat flour 43.5 -20.9 1.2 - v > - Sridhar Thapa
i 46. . -16. - > v - i

Coarse rice 6.8 0.8 6.5 Soybean oil 1700  -8.6 7.9 -V > - sridhar.thapa@wfp.org
Wheat flour 49.3 8.5 -1.5 - A > - Chicken 433.3 -5.8 -0.4 I > - v aN World Food P

) nited Nations Wor ood Programme
Soybean oil 145.0 -3.3 14.5 - > A - Broken lentil 215.0 31.1 16.2 - A A - Nepal J ’

i . . . - A > -
Chicken 430.0 119 9.0 Potato 350 12.9 12.0 - A A -
Broken lentil 140.0 1.9 0.0 - > B Bai P.O Box 107, Patandhoka Road, Chakupat,
ajura i

Potato 18.0  -18.2 -1.8 - v > - 1 Lalitpur, Nepal
Mugu Coarse rice 69.0 10.4 58.6 - A A -
Coarse rice o o1 e S > i Wheat flour 60.0 0.0 0.0 - > > - mVAM resources:
Wheat flour 68.0 2.9 2.9 - > > _ Soybean oil 200.0 0.0 0.0 - > > - Website: http://vam.wfp.org/sites/
Soybean oil 175.0 5.4 2.8 -y > _ Chicken 400.0 33.3 45.5 - A A - mvam _monitoring/
Chicken 450.0  -12.9 0.0 - v > - Broken lentil 150.0 0.0 0.0 - > - Blog: mvam.org

: Potato 40.0 23.1 128.6 - A A -
Broken lentil  215.0 2.4 . - > > - Darchula Toolkit: http://resources.vam.wfp.org/mVAM
Pota-to 32.0 5.5 28.0 - A - Coarse rice 33.1 -18.8 1.3 - v > -
Kalikot Wheat flour 420 200 5.0 - A > -
Coarse rice 44.2 -7.7 -4.7 - v > - Soybean oil 155.7 15.3 5.3 - A » -
\;Vhebat ﬂou'r| 12(2{; i:'g 4523'53 . : - Chicken 4330 o3 oo Acknowled ts: This bulletin has b
oybean oi . -11. . - - :

Y Broken lentil 128.6 2.9 3.4 - > > - cknowledgements: This bulletin has been
Chicken 384.7 15.9 10.1 N A _ produced by the technical and financial support
Broken lentil  135.0 3.9 6.9 o > ) Potato 227 L1 24.1 > A Z of the following partners in Nepal and abroad:

* Prices are in NPR/kg or Itr.
Potato 38.3 17.9 57.8 - A A - A Price increase above normal price fluctuation
Dolpa » Normal price fluctuation va m
- ¥ Price decrease below normal price fluctuation > food security analysis
Coarse rice 115.0 4.5 15.0 - > A - ** Price fluctuation is considered normal if the price change is within 5% for
Wheat flour 120.0 12.5 50.0 - A A - 1 month, or within 10% for 3 months or within 15% for one year.
Soybean oil 200.0 0.0 -8.0 - > > - I .
Map 1: mVAM market monitoring sites oIUTel Ter <[ 2&Il SleLoIaiol gorreft
Chicken 550.0 -13.2 22.2 - v A -
Broken lentil 225.0 23 50.0 > A Nepal Food Security Monitoring System s
Potato 125.0 53.1 163.2 - A A - ‘\‘ y‘
Humla
Coarse rice 135.0 3.8 30.6 _ > A _ .g. Kingdom of the Netherlands 'A L‘
Wheat flour 155.0 6.9 -10.6 - A v - yﬂ!ﬁgﬁ!ﬂ
Soybean oil 247.5 3.1 16.0 - > A - ¥ \ A A H
Chicken 490.0 8.9 8.9 - A > - — o, b — USt rallan
. - 2R National
Broken lentil 162.5 1.6 21.9 - > A - - ?N?Yi‘tesd Y 5 e N T A
istrictboundal ata source: epal, { N~ Nt - -
Potato 400 -20.0 _ -333 - v v - — voc sounsany I srma——ry  UJnNiversity



http://vam.wfp.org/sites/mvam_monitoring/index.html
http://vam.wfp.org/sites/mvam_monitoring/index.html
mvam.org
http://resources.vam.wfp.org/mVAM

