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WEAI Resource Center

Project

WEALI Resource Center

The Women’s Empowerment in Agriculture Index (WEAI), launched by IFPRI, Oxford Poverty and
Human Development Initiative (OPHI), and USAID's Feed the Future in February 2012, is the first
comprehensive and standardized measure to directly measure capture women’s empowerment and
inclusion in the agricultural sector. The WEALI is an innovative tool composed of two sub-indices: one
measures women’s empowerment across five domains in agriculture, and the other measures gender
parity in empowerment within the household. The five domains include (1) decisions about agricultural
production; (2) access to and decision-making power over productive resources; (3) control over use of
income; (4) leadership in the community; and (5) time use. The tool also measures women’s
empowerment relative to men within their households.

Since the original WEALI release, multiple versions of the WEAI have been developed. The Abbreviated
WEAI (A-WEAI) is a shorter version of the original that can be used in population-based surveys to
measure women’s empowerment. The Project WEAI (Pro-WEALI) instrument seeks to measure women’s
empowerment within project-specific contexts, and includes optional modules tailored to livestock and/or
nutrition and health programs. Pro-WEAI development also drew on qualitative methods to enhance
understanding of women’s empowerment in specific social and cultural contexts. The WEAI for Value
Chains (WEAI4VC), still under development, is intended to measure empowerment across agricultural
value chains.

To access all WEAI-related materials — research instruments, protocols, publications, and more — visit
the WEAI Resource Center website.
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Publications

journal article

Review: Time use as an explanation for the agri-nutrition
disconnect? Evidence from rural areas in low and middle-income

countries
2018

Time is a vital input into nutritional outcomes, as it is necessary for the production, procurement and
preparation of food, child feeding and childcare. Thus, agricultural interventions may fail to improve
nutritional outcomes if they do not take acco...

booklet

Highlights of recent IFPRI research and partnerships in
Bangladesh

2016

For more than two decades, IFPRI’s research and policy analysis have been a resource for Bangladesh in
making impressive strides in ensuring food security and reducing poverty. Working closely with the
Bangladesh Ministry of Food and Disaster Managemen...
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Blogs

IFPRI Blog

How two agricultural development projects boosted women’s
empowerment

Nov 7, 2018 | Lina Salazar, Jossie Fahsbender

IFPRI's Women's Empowerment in Agriculture Index (WEAI) sheds light on how programs impact
household gender dynamics.

IFPRI Blog

How gender shapes responses to climate change: New tools for
measuring rural women’s empowerment

Oct 14, 2018 | Sophie Theis, Elena Martinez

To mark the International Day of Rural Women, a look at applications of the IFPRI-led project-level
Women's Empowerment in Agriculture Index (Pro-WEAI).
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Data & Tools

dataset

Women’s Empowerment in Agriculture Index (WEAI) Pilot for

Guatemala
2012
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The Women’s Empowerment in Agriculture Index (WEALI) is a composite measurement tool that
indicates women’s control over critical parts of their lives in the household, community, and economy. It
allows us to identify women who are disempowered and unde...

dataset

Women’s Empowerment in Agriculture Index (WEAI) Pilot for
Uganda

2012

The Women’s Empowerment in Agriculture Index (WEALI) is a composite measurement tool that
indicates women’s control over critical parts of their lives in the household, community, and economy. It
allows us to identify women who are disempowered and unde...
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WEALI Stakeholder Convening

May 27, 2015

Workshop

WEAI Global Learning Event

Nov 21, 2013
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Decision-makers in the food system operate on the basis of economic principles, unless what we
match what they want... t.co/s06gkGyKTQ
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