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LEVEL-3 EMERGENCY RESPONSE 

An L-3 Emergency is the United Nations classification for the most 
severe, large-scale humanitarian crises. The decision to designate an 
L-3 Emergency is based on five criteria: scale, urgency, complexity of 

the needs, and the lack of domestic capacity to respond.

At the time of this writing WFP is responding to six simultaneous 
L-3s: Iraq, Nigeria, South Sudan, Southern Africa,  

Syria and Syrian Refugees, and Yemen. 

Taken as a whole, it is an incredibly taxing time for the global 
humanitarian community and funding shortfalls threaten a reduction 

of activities in several severely stressed regions. 

For the populations WFP serves, there is no other relief.



































































































WFP is the world's largest humanitarian organization and the 
UN’s frontline emergency relief agency. 
 
Each year, WFP assists some 80 million people in around  
75 countries.

Currently WFP is assisting almost 5 million people in  
South Sudan. All are in need of food.
 
Find out: wfp.org/news/south-sudan-3652

***
LL3 is a work of fiction based on interviews, observations and research elements  
gathered during a trip to South Sudan in May 2016.
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