

[bookmark: _GoBack]CFSAM 2019 – Food Security Focus Group Discussion Checklist – Syria
	SECTION 1. PRELIMINARY

	COMPLETE BEFORE THE INTERVIEW
	 
	COMPLETE UPON DATA ENTRY

	1.1a Interviewer Name
	 
	 
	|____||____|/|___||____|/2019

	
	
	
	                    Day             Month

	1.1b Team Leader Name
	 
	
	Data Clerk Name:

	1.2 Date
	|____||____|/|____||____|/2019
	
	

	
	
	
	Questionnaire Number:     |___|___|___|

	
	Day           Month
	
	

	1.3 Governorate
	
	
	Governorate codes

	1.4 District
	                  |_____||_____|
	
	01: Aleppo
02: Al-Hasakeh
03: Ar-Raqqa
04: As-Sweida
05: Damascus
	06: Dar’a
07: Deir-ez-Zor
08: Hama
09: Homs
10: Idleb
	11: Lattakia
12: Rural Damascus
13: Tartous
14: Quneitra


	1.5 Sub District 
	                   |_____||_____|
	
	
	
	

	1.6 City/Town name
	 
	
	District codes

	GPS  Coordinates:
	
	

	1.6 Y-coordinate (latitude)
	S: |___|___|, |___|___|___|___|___|
	
	Sub-district codes

	1.7 X-coordinate (longitude)
	E0: |___|___|, |___|___|___|___|___|
	
	




Instructions to FGD facilitators/mediators:
• Hold a group discussion with IDPs, recent returnees (less than 12 months) and host community. For each group hold discussions with the following groups separately:  Men (20 years old +); Women (20 years old +); People with Special Needs (20 years old +).

• Ask WFP’s cooperating partner for distributions in the area and the local community leader to help you gather 5 to no more than 10 people per group into a relatively private and ‘neutral’ area.

• Selection of the participants should be guided by a local community leader/s but not influenced by them. As far as possible, the people in the group should represent the average households living in the village/neighbourhood (i.e., neither the poorest of the poor, nor the most educated, well-off and influential people). If possible try and gather a mix of people receiving assistance and people not receiving any assistance.

• Each discussion should not last for more than 1.5 hours, preferably 45mins to 1 hour.

• Local authorities and leaders should be kindly asked not to be present at these discussions, as separate interviews will be conducted with them.

• Inform participants that the aim of the discussion is to: understand their current food security situation. It would also be important to see how people are making a living in the area for example the type of income generating activities they undertake. The information collected will help in understanding their overall food security situation and especially the trend over the last 12 months in the area and the likely future 6 month-trend.

• Inform participants that participation to the discussion is voluntary and no details (names and numbers) will be recorded. 

• Be clear that participation in the meeting does not mean that assistance will automatically be delivered to this particular group, nor that participants will be targeted for support. However, the results will be communicated to higher-level people, who will use them to make decisions accordingly.

• As soon as discussion of the topic has finished, facilitators should take time to summarize the discussions into the standard template.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
• If appropriate ask participants to introduce themselves. However, emphasize that during the discussion they should not speak only on their own behalf, but should reflect the situation of the majority of households in the area as they know it.

• Start with two or three general questions to put people at ease, for example:
I will introduce myself and then I would like each of you to tell us your name, where you are from in Syria, when you arrived and whether you have participated in a similar discussion before.
	
        I – Overall Food Security Situation
	
	
	Details

	1.1
	What are the estimated number of the households in the area?                 [Report in number]	
	





	1.2
	What are the estimated number of female-headed households in the area?      [Report in number]	

	






	1.3
	What are the estimated number of child-headed households in the area? __ [Report in number]
	






	1.4
	What are the three main staple food commodities consumed in the area/community? 

Answers may include any 3 staple items. Below are some examples:
1. Rice
2. Bread
3. Bulgur
4. Pasta 
5. Etc.
	










	1.5
	On average how many meals do people now consume in a day?                 [Report in number]	

Has this number changed over the last 12 months (June 2018)? If so how and why?
	









	
	What are the 3 main sources of food in the area/community in the last 7 days?  [Report from below list]

· Own production/garden
· Casual labour/work
· Borrowed
· Gifts from friends/neighbors
· Purchases from main shop
· Food assistance
· Purchase from roadside vendor
· Hunting/gathering/catching

	

	1.6
	What is the percent of people receiving WFP/SARC General Food Assistance in the village/town/area? [Use proportional piling if needed to calculate %]
	




	1.7
	On average, how many times did people in this community receive GFA since June 2018? 

[Check every how many months people receive assistance and if this has increased or decreased in the last 12 months compared to before]
	

	1.8
	What is their general perception on the GFA people receive in the community?

Answers may include:
· We are thankful happy to receive it
· It is not enough to support an average household for a month
· There is too much rotation
· The most vulnerable are not receiving 
· The food provided is always the same/need for change of the basket
· The commodities are not adequate (if this is mentioned ask why)
· We need other support not only food (if this is mentioned ask what other support)
· Etc.
	

	1.9
	Has the number of people buying on credit increased compared to same time last year? Yes_______ No_______

If yes, by how much __________%
	

	1.10
	Out of typical household total food monthly expenditure, how much is bought on credit? _____ [% of total]
	

	1.11
	On average how many households receive remittances on a monthly basis?  _________        [% of total]
	



II – Coping Strategies
	
	
	Details

	2.1
	rCSI:
What proportion of households in this community have used coping strategy because they don’t have enough food or enough money to buy food: 



	
Question 1:
Rely on less preferred and less expensive foods? ____________ [Report one of the four options: 1. all of the households, 2. half of the households, 3.less than half, 4. none] Has this increased, decreased or remained the same compared to June 2018?_____ If increase or decrease kindly elaborate:




Question 2: 
Borrow food, or rely on help from a friend or relative? __________ [Report one of the four options: 1. all of the households, 2. half of the households, 3.less than half, 4. none] Has this increased, decreased or remained the same compared to June 2018?_____ If increase or decrease kindly elaborate:
  




Question 3
Purchase food on credit? ____________ [Report one of the four options: 1. all of the households, 2. half of the households, 3.less than half, 4. none] Has this increased, decreased or remained the same compared to June 2018?_____ If increase or decrease kindly elaborate:





Question 4
Limit portion size at mealtimes? ____________ [Report one of the four options: 1. all of the households, 2. half of the households, 3.less than half, 4. none]      Has this increased, decreased or remained the same compared to June 2018?_____ If increase or decrease kindly elaborate:




Question 5: 
Restrict consumption by adults in order for small children to eat? ____________ [Report one of the four options: 1. all of the households, 2. half of the households, 3.less than half, 4. none] Has this increased, decreased or remained the same compared to June 2018?_____ If increase or decrease kindly elaborate:




Question 6: 
Reduce number of meals eaten in a day? ____________ [Report one of the four options: 1. all of the households, 2. half of the households, 3.less than half, 4. none] Has this increased, decreased or remained the same compared to June 2018?_____ If increase or decrease kindly elaborate:




Question 7: 
Skip entire days without eating? ____________ [Report one of the four options: 1. all of the households, 2. half of the households, 3.less than half, 4. none] Has this increased, decreased or remained the same compared to June 2018?_____ If increase or decrease kindly elaborate:





Question 8: 
Send household members to eat elsewhere? ____________ [Report one of the four options: 1. all of the households, 2. half of the households, 3.less than half, 4. none] Has this increased, decreased or remained the same compared to June 2018?_____ If increase or decrease kindly elaborate:







	2.2
	LCSI:
What proportion of households in this community have used the following livelihood coping strategy because they do not have enough food or enough money to buy food: 	
	Question 1:
Sold household assets/goods (radio, furniture, refrigerator, television, etc.) to purchase food? ____________ [Report one of the four options: 1. all of the households, 2. half of the households, 3.less than half, 4. none] Has this increased, decreased or remained the same compared to June 2018?_____ If increase or decrease kindly elaborate:






Question 2: 
Sold productive assets or means of transport (sewing machine, wheelbarrow, bicycle, car, irrigation equipment, welding machine, livestock, etc.) to purchase food?____________ [Report one of the four options: 1. all of the households, 2. half of the households, 3.less than half, 4. none] Has this increased, decreased or remained the same compared to June 2018?_____ If increase or decrease kindly elaborate:






Question 3: 
Withdrawn children from school because ‘you’ want to use money to buy food? ____________ [Report one of the four options: 1. all of the households, 2. half of the households, 3.less than half, 4. none] Has this increased, decreased or remained the same compared to June 2018?_____ If increase or decrease kindly elaborate:






Question 4:
Reduced non-food expenses on health and education? ____________ [Report one of the four options: 1. all of the households, 2. half of the households, 3.less than half, 4. none] Has this increased, decreased or remained the same compared to June 2018?_____ If increase or decrease kindly elaborate:







Question 5: 
Spent savings?____________ [Report one of the four options: 1. all of the households, 2. half of the households, 3.less than half, 4. none] Has this increased, decreased or remained the same compared to June 2018?_____ If increase or decrease kindly elaborate:





Question 6: 
Had any family member migrate?____________ [Report one of the four options: 1. all of the households, 2. half of the households, 3.less than half, 4. none] Has this increased, decreased or remained the same compared to June 2018?_____ If increase or decrease kindly elaborate:





Question 7: 
Borrowed money/food from a formal lender/bank? ____________ [Report one of the four options: 1. all of the households, 2. half of the households, 3.less than half, 4. none] Has this increased, decreased or remained the same compared to June 2018?_____ If increase or decrease kindly elaborate:





Question 8: 
Sold last female animals? ____________ [Report one of the four options: 1. all of the households, 2. half of the households, 3. less than half, 4. none] Has this increased, decreased or remained the same compared to June 2018?_____ If increase or decrease kindly elaborate:




Question 11: 
Asked their children to sell chewing gum/tissues on the street (i.e. begging)? ____________ [Report one of the four options: 1. all of the households, 2. half of the households, 3.less than half, 4. none] Has this increased, decreased or remained the same compared to June 2018?_____ If increase or decrease kindly elaborate:






Question 13: 
Had their daughter/s married-off early (before 15 years old) to reduce mouths to feed in HH? ____________ [Report one of the four options: 1. all of the households, 2. half of the households, 3.less than half, 4. none]








       III – Livelihoods and income:
	
	
	Details

	3.1
	What are the main livelihoods activities undertaken in this area. Please provide percent the activity they mention contributes to their income.

Answers may include:
· Cultivating & selling crops;
· Trading commodities
· Selling livestock
· Selling livestock products (milk, cheese, butter, hides, meat, ghee, eggs etc.)
· Charcoal burning
· Selling timber
· Employed
· Other


	



















	IV –  Shocks and Community Priorities 
	
	
	Details

	4.1
	
What are the main 3 shocks for community/area in past 12 months (June 2018)? 

Answers may include:
· Drought/Floods/Erratic Climate
· Conflict Intensification
· Increasing prices (food, energy, etc.)
· Etc.
	


	4.2
	What are the main 3 community/area priorities?

Answers may include:
· Access to water
· Access to land
· Education
· Employment opportunities
· Food Assistance
· Non-Food Item Assistance
· Etc.
	


	
	Thank the participants for having taken part in the focus group discussion and remind them that they can always provide feedback to WFP through the official feedback structures setup at the food distribution points



----- End of Focus Group Discussion -----
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