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Highlights 

○ The national average price of a refer-

ence standard food basket1 increased by 

two percent in October 2019 reaching SYP 

25,424 compared to last month  (USD 58.6 

at the official exchange rate). The y-o-y 

food basket national average price was 

nine percent higher compared to October 

2018.  

○ Turkey started a military operation in 

North East Syria (NES) on the ninth of 

October 2019 affecting the Syrian gover-

norates of Al-Hasakeh, Ar-Raqqa and Alep-

po. A general increase in food and fuel 

prices was recorded in Qamishli, Al-

Hasakeh, Ar-Raqqa and Idleb markets as a 

result of the fighting and supply route 

disruptions.  

○ In October 2019, the national average 

price of public bread (government subsi-

dized bread) increased m-o-m by 14 per-

cent reaching SYP 67/bundle. The highest 

public bread price was reported in Idleb at 

SYP 283/bundle (up 47 percent m-o-m) 

due to higher fuel prices. 

○ In October, the national average infor-

mal exchange rate was SYP 636/USD, un-

changed from September 2019. The ex-

change rate has depreciated versus the 

USD by 40 percent compared to October 

2018. 

For further information please contact: 

Jan Michiels at  
Jan.Michiels@wfp.org   
             
Pakinam Moussa at 
Pakinam.Moussa@wfp.org  

 

 

 

 

   

Standard Food Basket 

In October 2019, the national average price of a ref-

erence standard food basket1 increased by two per-

cent reaching SYP 25,424 compared to September 

2019 (Chart 1). The reference national average food 

basket price has also increased from April 2019 (the 

past six months) by six percent and from October 

2018 by nine percent.  

Eleven out of 14 governorates reported an increasing 

average reference food basket price in October, with 

the highest month-on-month (m-o-m) increase re-

ported in Idleb (up 10 percent) followed by As-

Sweida (up nine percent) and Al-Hasakeh (up six 

percent). Homs reported no m-o-m change in the 

reference food basket, while Deir-ez-Zor and Ar-

Raqqa reported a decrease from last month by ten 

percent and two percent respectively (Figure 1).  

Tartous reported the highest average food basket 

price at SYP 27,598 followed by Al-Hasakeh at SYP 

27,597 and Idleb at SYP 27,292. On the other hand, 

the lowest reported average food basket price in 

October remained in Homs for the second consecu-

tive month at SYP 22,076 followed by Aleppo at SYP 

23,533 and Quneitra at SYP 23,610.  

The year-on-year (y-o-y) trend shows that price in-

creases continued to be recorded across most Syrian 

governorates. The y-o-y food basket national average 

price was nine percent higher compared to October 

2018. The largest y-o-y increases in the average food 

basket price by governorate were recorded in Al-

Hasakeh (up 38 percent), As-Sweida (up 19 percent) 

and Idleb (up 18 percent). Conversely, only Homs 

reported a y-o-y average food basket price decrease 

of seven percent, while Deir-ez-Zor reported no 

change from October 2018 in the reference food 

basket price.  

Figure 1: Food basket cost and changes, SYP 

Map 1: Location of markets monitored by WFP  
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Chart 1: National min., max. and average food basket cost, SYP 

1. The standard food basket is a group of essential food commodities. In Syria, the food basket is set at a group of dry goods providing 1,930 kcal a day for a family of five during a month. The 

basket includes 37 kg bread, 19 kg rice, 19 kg lentils, 5 kg of sugar, and 7 litres of vegetable oil 

Picture @ WFP/Hussam Al Saleh 

Picture @ WFP/ Hussam Al Seleh 



 

 2 

Source: WFP  

Chart 3:  Food-items price changes in Qamishli (SYP/Kg or Lt) 

Chart 2:  Food-items price changes in Al-Hasakeh (SYP/Kg or Lt) 

Map 2: Supply routes to main markets of Al-Hasakeh and Ar-Raqqa  
General Overview 

Turkey started a military operation in North-East Syria (NES) on the 

ninth of October 2019 affecting the Syrian governorates of Al-

Hasakeh, Ar-Raqqa and eastern Aleppo. Approximately 180,000 

households from Ras Al-Ain in Al-Hasakeh and Tell Abiad in Ar-Raqqa 

have been displaced across NES. The main markets in Al-Hasakeh 

and Qamishli districts have been adversely impacted by the conflict 

due to disrupted supply routes for some commodities causing vola-

tility in prices, and Ar-Raqqa city also saw volatility at reduced levels.  
 

Market situation  

Main shops in Qamishli were closed for three days from ten till 12 

October due to the worsening security situation at the Syrian-Turkish 

border and the shelling on Qamishli city. Shops were open again on 

the 13th of October. Bread availability has been affected as a result 

of the closure of private bakeries and consumers over-buying and 

stocking bread in large quantities. The informal market exchange 

rate increased from SYP 665/USD on nine October to SYP 700/USD 

on ten October (an increase of 5.3 percent) over a single day but was 

at SYP 657/USD by the forth week of October.   
 

Additionally, markets in Al-Hasakeh city remained operational during 

October and commodities were reported to always be available. 

Price volatility was reported for some commodities prices while the 

exchange rate was not affected by the conflict. The main reason for 

prices volatility was related to the increased demand due to large 

numbers of displacement. Moreover, commodities in Ar-Raqqa city 

were largely available in October due to existing stock and function-

ing supply routes from Damascus and Aleppo (Map 2). However, 

diesel and butane gas are supplied from Al-Hasakeh governorate 

through the M4 highway which caused the prices of fuel to increase 

(diesel experienced a m-o-m increase of 5 percent in Al-Hasakeh and 

15 percent in Ar-Raqqa).  
 

Food price evolution in October 2019   

A general increase in food-items prices was recorded in Qamishli, Al-

Hasakeh and Ar-Raqqa in October as a result of the increased 

fighting. In Al-Hasakeh, the price of bulgur went up by 25 percent, 

lentils price went up by 33 percent and the price of Egyptian white 

rice went up by 11 percent between the first and forth weeks of Oc-

tober (Chart 2). In Qamishli, between the first and forth weeks of 

October, Egyptian white rice increased by 23 percent, while the price 

of vegetable cooking oil increased by eight percent (Chart 3). In Ar-

Raqqa, the price of bulgur went up by 14 percent, vegetable cooking 

oil increased by 11 percent and white rice by three percent between 

the first and forth weeks of October.  
 

North-west Syria  

Idleb and Aleppo were also affected by the crisis in North-East Syria. 

In October 2019, diesel prices increased by 24 percent in Idleb, by 13 

percent in A’zaz, Aleppo and by 17 percent in Al-Atarib, Aleppo due 

to the closure of supply routes from NES. The increase in fuel prices 

also caused public bread prices to soar by 47 percent in Idleb reach-

ing SYP 283/bundle (1.3 kg) and in both Al-Atarib and A’zaz (up 23 

percent m-o-m).  

Source: WFP 

Source: WFP 

Market Assessment for North-East Syria 
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Staple cereals retail prices 

Wheat Flour 

In October 2019, the national average retail price of wheat flour through-

out Syria increased by two percent (m-o-m) to reach SYP 285/Kg. The high-

est m-o-m increase was reported in Tartous (up 26 percent) followed by 

Hama (up seven percent). The highest average recorded wheat flour price 

was in Deir-ez-Zor at SYP 350/Kg followed by Lattakia at SYP 338/Kg. Con-

versely, the lowest average recorded wheat flour price was recorded in 

Idleb at SYP 242/Kg followed by Homs at SYP 244/Kg. Broken down by ac-

cessibility, hard-to-reach areas reported the highest retail price at SYP 305/

Kg and accessible areas reported an average price of SYP 283/Kg (Chart 4).  

 

Rice 

The national average retail price of Egyptian white rice was SYP 482/Kg in 

October 2019, an increase of one percent from last month. The highest m-o

-m price increase was reported in Rural Damascus at 12 percent followed 

by Al-Hasakeh at ten percent. The highest average price was reported in Al-

Hasakeh at SYP 663/Kg, while the lowest average price was reported in 

Idleb at SYP 383/Kg. The biggest m-o-m price decreases were reported in 

Quneitra (down six percent) and Homs (down five percent). Hard-to-reach 

areas reported the highest average price at SYP 531/Kg (unchanged m-o-m) 

while accessible areas reported a m-o-m average increase of two percent 

reaching SYP 477/Kg (Chart 5).  

 

Bulgur  

The national average price of bulgur was SYP 348/Kg representing an in-

crease of two percent from September 2019. The highest m-o-m increase in 

bulgur price was reported in Rural Damascus (up 13 percent) followed by 

Quneitra (up nine percent). On the other hand, the lowest m-o-m bulgur 

price decrease was reported in Tartous (down six percent) and As-Sweida 

(down five percent). Hard-to-reach areas reported the highest average bul-

gur prices by accessibility at SYP 338/Kg with an increase of three percent 

from last month. Accessible areas reported an increase of one percent 

reaching SYP 353/Kg, and Idleb remained stable at SYP 275/Kg.  

 

Bread prices 

In October 2019, the national average price of public bread (government 

subsidized bread) increased m-o-m by 14 percent reaching SYP 67/bundle. 

Seven governorates reported public bread price of SYP 42/bundle (1.3 kg) 

while the other seven governorates reported an average of SYP 91/bundle. 

The highest public bread price was reported in Idleb at SYP 283/bundle (up 

47 percent m-o-m) due to the closure of supply routes from North-East 

Syria resulting in higher fuel prices which led to a decrease in the bread 

bundle weight (Chart 7).  
 

Moreover, the national average price of commercial bread across Syrian 

markets was SYP 115/bundle (1.3 kg) increasing by ten percent from last 

month (Chart 8). Commercial bread price remained higher than the average 

national subsidized bread price by 72 percent. For commercial bread, Idleb 

had the highest price at SYP 319/bundle, while Homs reported the lowest 

average price of commercial bread at SYP 60/bundle.  Source: WFP Field Offices 

Chart 4: Retail Prices of Wheat Flour, SYP 

Chart 5: Retail Prices of Rice, SYP  

Chart 6: Retail Prices of Bulgur, SYP  

Chart 7: Retail Prices of Subsidized Bread, SYP 

Chart 8:  Retail Prices of Commercial Bread, SYP 



 

 4 

 

 

Exchange rates 

The official exchange rate between the Syrian Pound and the US Dollar 

has remained unchanged at SYP 434/USD since late 2017. Meanwhile 

even though the national average informal exchange rate remained 

unchanged in October (m-o-m) at SYP 636/USD, it nevertheless is at 40 

percent above the level recorded in October 2018 (Table 1).  

The highest unofficial exchange rate was reported in Al-Hasakeh at SYP 

656/USD, while the lowest rate was reported in Tartous at SYP 623/

USD.  

The continued depreciation of the Syrian Pound is primarily thought to  

be led by reduced economic confidence and investment, increased 

western sanctions and the Turkish operation in North-East Syria in 

October 2019.  

 

Diesel and butane gas prices 

Diesel prices decreased by six percent from last month to reach SYP 

306/litre (Chart 9). Hama reported the highest decrease in diesel price 

(down 26 percent) from last month followed by As-Sweida (down 22 

percent) and Quneitra (down 14 percent). On the other hand, the 

highest m-o-m increase in average diesel price was reported in Idleb 

(up 23 percent) due to the disruption of supply routes from North East 

Syria. 

Broken down by accessibility, the lowest average diesel price was rec-

orded in accessible areas at SYP 302/litre (down eight percent m-o-m). 

The average price in hard-to-reach areas increased by three percent to 

reach SYP 310/litre while Idleb reported the highest average diesel 

price at SYP 367/litre (up 23 percent from last month).  

The national average price of one butane gas cylinder refill increased 

by three percent from last month to reach SYP 3,843. Quneitra and 

Homs reported the highest m-o-m refill price increase (up 12 percent), 

while Lattakia reported the highest m-o-m refill price decrease (down 

eight percent).  

M-o-m, accessible areas reported SYP 3,580/refill (up three percent m-

o-m) while hard-to-reach areas reported SYP 4,548/refill (up two per-

cent m-o-m). Idleb reported an increase of seven percent reaching SYP 

6,725/refill from last month (Chart 10).   

 

Cereal wholesale prices  

In October, the national average wholesale price of cereals increased 

by ten percent for wheat grain reaching SYP 226,179/MT and by two 

percent for Egyptian white rice reaching SYP 410,341/MT. The national 

average wholesale price for bulgur was SYP 290,049/MT (unchanged 

m-o-m). Using the Syrian Central Bank’s official exchange rate of SYP 

434 per USD, this translates to US$ 521/MT for wheat grain, US$ 945/

MT for Egyptian white rice and US$ 668/MT for bulgur grain (Table 3). 

In comparison, the wholesale price of wheat on international markets 

was US$ 199.5/MT, 61.7 percent lower than in Syria. 

 

Table 2: National average wholesale prices for wheat, bulgur and 

rice, SYP and USD using official exchange rate, 1 MT 

Source: WFP Field Offices 

Chart 9: Diesel Prices 

Chart 10: Butane Gas prices  

Table 1: Informal market exchange rate, 1 USD to SYP  

Commodity    

(1 MT) 

October Prices 

(SYP) 

October Prices 

(USD) 

% Change                 

(m-o-m) 

Wheat grain 226,179 521 10% 

Bulgur 290,049 668 0% 

Rice 410,341 945 2% 

Governorate October 2019 
% change       
(m-o-m) 

% change            
(y-o-y) 

Aleppo 637  -3% 40% 

Al-Hasakeh 656  3% 44% 

Ar-Raqqa 632  0% 41% 

As-Sweida 627  -3% 37% 

Damascus 637  2% 40% 

Dar'a 631  0% 38% 

Deir-ez-Zor 648  2% 46% 

Hama 637  0% 39% 

Homs 635  1% 41% 

Idleb  645  -2% 42% 

Lattakia 650  3% 44% 

Quneitra 624  1% 36% 

Rural Damascus 629  -2% 42% 

Tartous 623  0% 37% 

National average 636  0% 40% 

Official rate 434 0% 0% 
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Terms of Trade (ToT)2 

ToT between wage labour and wheat flour 

The national average non-skilled labour wage was SYP 2,413 in October 

2019 (up three percent m-o-m). The wage rate was 16 percent above its 

y-o-y level and seven percent above the levels recorded in April 2019 

(Chart 11).  

Seven out of the 14 governorates reported unchanged m-o-m daily un-

skilled wage levels in October. The highest daily non-skilled wages were 

reported at SYP 4,250/day in Tartous (unchanged m-o-m) and Lattakia 

(up six percent m-o-m). Daily non-skilled labour wages were still reported 

lowest in Al-Hasakeh at SYP 1,450/day (unchanged m-o-m) followed by 

As-Sweida at SYP 1,617/day (up six percent m-o-m). 

The national average ToT between wheat flour and wage labour, a proxy 

indicator for purchasing power, increased by one percent m-o-m. Com-

pared to April 2019 (six months ago), the national average ToT between 

wheat flour and wage labour increased by five percent while it decreased 

by six percent compared to October 2018 (Chart 12).  

The recent increase was due to the non-skilled labour wages increasing 

more than the price of wheat flour. Therefore, the national average daily 

wage of a non-skilled labourer could buy 8.5 kg of wheat flour, compared 

to 8.4 kg of wheat flour in September 2019 and 8.1 kg of wheat flour in 

April 2019 (six months ago).   

 

ToT between sheep and wheat flour 

The national average price of a two-year old alive male sheep increased 

to SYP 134,493/sheep in October, up three percent m-o-m (Chart 13). 

Dar’a continued to report the highest average price across Syria at SYP 

167,500/sheep (up three percent m-o-m) followed by Tartous at SYP 

152,500/sheep (up by ten percent m-o-m) and Idleb at SYP 151,583/

sheep (up 15 percent m-o-m).  

Al-Hasakeh continued to report the lowest average price for an alive two-

year old male sheep at SYP 98,333/sheep (up three percent m-o-m) fol-

lowed by Deir-ez-Zor at SYP 100,417/sheep (up four percent m-o-m).  

In October 2019, the ToT between an alive two-year old male sheep and 

wheat flour was 472 kg/sheep (up one percent m-o-m). Highlighting an 

improvement in the exchange for livestock owners who could buy on 

average one percent more kgs of wheat compared to September 2019.  

Broken down by accessibility, hard-to-reach areas reported an increase 

of two percent from September 2019, reaching 447 kg/sheep, while Idleb 

reported an increase of 15 percent m-o-m reaching 627 kg/sheep. Acces-

sible areas, on the other hand, reported no change from last month and 

remained at 472 kg/sheep. 

Compared to October 2018, accessible areas reported an increase in ToT 

of eight percent, while hard-to-reach areas and Idleb reported a signifi-

cant increase of 57 percent and 20 percent respectively due to increases 

in livestock prices surpassing wheat flour prices. 

2. The ToT are proxy indicators of the purchasing power of households that rely on livestock and/or casual labour as their ma in source of income for the purchase of cereals from local 
markets. ToT are important components of food security analysis. Changes in the terms of trade between wages/livestock and staple food commodities are indicative of the trends in 
purchasing power and the impact on the food security situation of households dependent on food purchases through income from daily wage labour and/or the sale of livestock.  

Chart 11: Daily wage for unskilled labour, SYP  

Source: WFP Field Offices 

Chart 12: Terms of Trade (ToT) between wheat flour and wage labour 

Chart 14: Terms of Trade (ToT) between wheat flour and the price of          

a 2Y old sheep  

Chart 13: Price of livestock, SYP/one 2Y old sheep 



 

 6 



 

 7 


