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Rainfall performance in the last 6 months

In the last 6 months from May to October 2019, Timor -Leste in general experienced below normal rainfall, 

with a number of localized normal rainfall e.g Los Palos and Tutuala and eastern part of Lautem. 

Unusually high intensity of rainfall (60-200 mm) occurred in first dekad of May 2019 (right map), when 

tropical cyclone Lili was approaching the Timor-Leste territory and caused wind damages and flooding in 

several areas in south and eastern part of the country. 

- Dark blue: current rainfall season

- Light blue: long term average (LTA) rainfall
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1 and 6 month of Standardized 

Precipitation Index

On short timescales (1 month, 21 Oct - 10 Nov 

2019), the standardized precipitation index (SPI) is 

closely related to soil moisture.

The SPI analysis identifies that on a shorter time 

scale, most areas of the country experienced 

moderately dry condition. Severely dry condition 

occurred in between Laulara in Aileu to Laleia in 

Manatuto, Few areas in Viqueque laso experience 

the same condition. 

While at longer timescales (6 month, May - Oct 

2019), the SPI can be related to groundwater and 

reservoir storage.

On a longer time scale, the

SPI analysis identifies  abnormally dry to normal 

condition occurring in almost all areas in the 

country and in contrast, more moderately dry 

condition in highland areas spreading from Atsabe 

to Maubisse, Laclubar to Lacluta, and all areas in 

Oecusse.

Data: CHIRPS, CHG UCSB



Current situation

Dekad 2, 11-20 Nov 2019

In the 10-days ending 20 Nov 2019, all areas in Timor-

Leste experienced below normal rainfall, only received

rainfall max 60% than usual. But this does not directly

mean that the area completely experienced dry

conditions; especially because, some highland areas, e.g.

Atsabe in Ermera,Hatu-Builico and Maubisse in Ainaro are

experienced rainfall of 10-30 mm in 10 days.


