Syria mVAM (February 2020) Issue no. 43

1,817
Households surveyed

11% 18% A 28%
Female headed households Stay as guest Displaced Households

Situation Overview

- Since December 2019, the humanitarian conditions continued deteriorating in north-western Syria and population displacement accelerated, with 375,000 people newly
displaced in February 2020 and 961,000 people displaced in total from December 2019 to March 2020.

- In February, WFP dispatched assistance to approximately 4.5 million people in Syria. This included general food assistance for 3.9 million people across all 14 Syrian
governorates. Of the 3.9 million around 1.2 million people were reached with general food assistance in north-west Syria. WFP also assisted 509,000 newly displaced people
with ready to-eat rations in north-west Syria in February.

- WFP also provided cash-based transfers to 124,900 people at a total value of USD 2.4 million.

- In southern Syria, clashes erupted in Dar’a governorate between government forces and non-state armed groups in the city of As-Sanamayn; the first such incident since 2018.
- While the official exchange rate remained at SYP 434 per USD, the national average informal exchange rate reached SYP 1,033 per USD in February 2020. This represents a
depreciation of the Syrian Pound by one percent month-on-month and by 99 percent year-on-year.
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Key Points

- In February 2020, the highest average proportion of households with poor or borderline food consumption was recorded in the governorate of Ar-Raqqa (43 percent), followed
by Aleppo (40 percent) and Homs (38 percent).

- The highest rCSI was recorded in Deir-ez-Zor (19.8), Ar-Raqqa (19.2) and Al-Hasakeh (18.8) in February 2020.

- In February 2020, households resorted to more negative coping strategies as a result of rising food prices.

© 2020 Mapbox © OpenStreetMap - The main problem cited by households was unemployment, followed by high prices in general and fuel prices in particular.
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Food Consumption

Map 1 : Percentage of households (Feb 2020) by governorate with

- Between January and February 2020, the overall levels of inadequate food consumption Figure 2: Percentage of households with poor and borderline FC according to
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In the words of respondents

Each month, respondents are asked to identify the main problems their households are facing. Below is an overview of the main problems reported by
households in February 2020, based on their displacement status across the country as well as per aggregated governorates.

Unemployment remains a major problem faced by around half of the households, regardless of their status. Concerns over high prices are the second
main problem faced by one third of resident households and one fourth of displaced and returnee households.

Concerns over fuel prices are on the rise and were cited by seven to nine percent of households in February 2020, compared to three to six percent of
households during the previous month. Access to electricity is a concern for seven to eight percent of households. Rent is a main problem for seven
percent of displaced households but for only one percent of resident and returnee households. Finally, the lack of assistance is cited as a problem by four
percent of displaced and returnee households, while access to medicines and water is cited by few households as a main problem.

Figure 6: Main problems faced by surveyed households according to displacement status
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This mVAM bulletin is based on data collected via live

telephone interviews from households in locations across
Feb Feb Feb Feb Feb Feb Feb Feb Syria. The telephone numbers called were generated using
random-digit dialling, yielding 1,817 completed surveys
through 13 governorates in February 2020. The sampling
frame ensured for a large enough sample size to make
Resident [N 29 [ 30% 1% N 7% 1% 1% 8% 12% statistically significant comparisons.
The questionnaire contained questions on demographics,
food assistance, household food consumption and
nutrition, coping strategies, and primary food sources. A
final open-ended question gave respondents the chance to
Displaced _ 55% - 21% I 7% I 3% 2% 1% l 7% I 4% share additional information about the food situation in
their communities.
The data is weighted by the number of mobile phones
owned by the household. Information collected through
mobile phone interviews may be biased towards younger,
somewhat better-off households who live in urban areas
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services.
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