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Highlights 

○ In October 2020, the national average 

price of a standard reference food bas-

ket increased by five percent compared 

to September 2020, reaching SYP 88,138 

(USD 71 at the official exchange rate 

1,250/USD). This is the highest price 

recorded since WFP started monitoring 

prices in 2013. 

○ On 29 October, the official price of 

wheat flour increased from SYP 30,000/

MT to SYP 40,000/MT. Moreover, the 

price of subsidized bread increased from 

SYP 50/bundle to SYP 75/bundle for 

bread without a nylon bag and to SYP 

100/bundle for bread with a nylon bag. 

The bread bundle size also decreased 

from 1.3 kg to 1.1 kg.  

○ The price of subsidized diesel re-

mained at SYP 180/litre for heating and 

transportation, and at SYP 135/litre for 

bakeries. On the other hand, the price 

of subsidized diesel for industrial and 

commercial use increased from SYP 

296/litre to SYP 650/litre.   

○ The SYP/USD informal exchange rate 

weakened by 6 percent in October com-

pared to September 2020. 

○ For further information, please con-

tact: 

Jan Michiels at  
Jan.Michiels@wfp.org   
 
Pakinam Moussa at 
Pakinam.Moussa@wfp.org  

 

 

 

 

   

Standard Food Basket 
The national average price of a standard reference 

food basket1 increased by five percent in October 2020 

compared to September 2020 reaching SYP 88,138. 

The national average food basket price was 73 percent 

higher than that of April 2020 (six months ago) and 

was 247 percent higher compared to October 2019 

(Figure 1). This is the highest recorded price since WFP 

started monitoring prices in 2013. 

Month-on-month (m-o-m), all 14 governorates except 

Idleb reported an increasing average reference food 

basket price in October 2020 compared to September. 

The highest m-o-m increase of 13 percent was report-

ed in Tartous, while the lowest increase of three per-

cent was reported in Hama.  

Despite the m-o-m decrease, Idleb continued to report 

the highest reference food basket cost at SYP 106,680 

(down two percent m-o-m), followed by Tartous at SYP 

94,223 (up 13 percent m-o-m). Conversely, Deir-ez-Zor 

continued to report the lowest reference food basket 

cost at SYP 78,263 (up four percent m-o-m), followed 

by Ar-Raqqa at SYP 82,544 (up four percent m-o-m).  

The price of the reference food basket has significantly 

increased across all 14 governorates compared to 

levels 12 months ago. Similarly, Idleb continued to 

record the highest increase (up 291 percent), followed 

by Quneitra (up 288 percent).  

The gap between the highest and lowest average food 

basket prices reduced by 16 percent from SYP 33,752 

in September 2020 to SYP 28,418 in October 2020 

(Chart 1). However, week-on-week (w-o-w), the gap 

between the highest and lowest average food basket 

prices increased by 13 percent between the first and 

fourth weeks of October. Moreover, the gap is 73 per-

cent larger than in April 2020 and 415 percent larger 

than October 2019, highlighting continued supply 

chain disruptions across the country.   

Figure 1: Food basket cost and changes, SYP 

Map 1: Location of markets monitored by WFP  

SYRIA COUNTRY OFFICE 
MARKET PRICE WATCH BULLETIN  
October 2020 ISSUE 71 

Chart 1: National min., max. and average food basket cost, SYP 

1. The standard food basket is a group of essential food commodities. In Syria, the food basket is set at a group of dry goods providing 2,030 kcal a day for a family of five during a month. The basket includes 

37 kg bread, 19 kg rice, 19 kg lentils, 5 kg of sugar, and 7 litres of vegetable oil 
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Fuel and bread subsidy adjustments  

Bakery in Aleppo @ Hussam Al Saleh 

Fuel 

Between September and October 2020, the government of Syria introduced changes to the fuel and bread subsidy. On 12 September 2020, the petrol 

allocation for vehicles was reduced from 40 liters to 30 liters per vehicle every four to seven days depending on whether the vehicle is for private or 

commercial use (i.e. taxis), while keeping the 100 liters entitlement per vehicle per month in place. The allocation for the unsubsidized petrol de-

creased from 400 liters to 100 liters per month per vehicle. The decrease in petrol allocation is attributed to a number of reasons: mainly the limited 

supply of international hard currency needed to purchase fuel from international markets, the depreciation of the Syrian pound and Syria’s Banias oil 

refinery being under maintenance. Moreover, the western multi-lateral coercive measures on Iran have made fuel exports to Syria more challenging.  
   

In October 2020, the subsidized price of diesel for heating and other sec-

tors (e.g. agriculture and the public sector) remained unchanged at SYP 

180/litre and the subsidized diesel used for bakeries remained at SYP 135/

litre, as well. There was also no change to the price of diesel for public bak-

eries, currently at SYP 135/litre. However, the actual price at which people 

buy the subsidized diesel from petrol stations increased due to the added 

service fees which now range between SYP 185-200/litre. Moreover, the 

price of subsidized petrol (Octane 90), increased from SYP 250/litre to SYP 

450/litre. On the other hand, unsubsidized diesel price used for commercial 

and industrial purposes, increased from SYP 296/litre to SYP 650/litre. The 

price of petrol (Octane 95) which is not subsidized, increased twice in Octo-

ber from SYP 450/litre to SYP 600/litre to then be further increased on 20 October, set at SYP 1,050/litre2. 
 
 

The Government of Syria’s (GoS) fuel subsidy is not implemented in Kurdish Self-Administration (KSA) areas of northeast Syria. Instead a different sys-

tem is operated through KSA where the subsidized diesel price for transportation is SYP 75/litre for a specific allocation (between 200-400 liters) de-

pending on the vehicle type and its use. Subsidized diesel for heating is the same price (SYP 75/litre) and each family receives up to two barrels of 220 

liters each for each winter cycle (in other words 880 liters in total per winter). In Ar-Raqqa and Deir-ez-Zor KSA areas there is however only one cycle in 

practice.  
 

Informal diesel prices  

In October 2020, the informal national average price of diesel continued to 

significantly increase by 21 percent since September 2020, reaching SYP 

714/litre. Moreover, the informal price remains higher than the formal 

price (SYP 174/litre) by 310 percent (Chart 2). Idleb continued to report the 

highest informal price at SYP 1,363/litre (up seven percent m-o-m), fol-

lowed by Aleppo at SYP 1,090/litre (up six percent m-o-m). Broken down by 

regions, the cross-border region reported the highest price of SYP 1,309/

litre (up four percent m-o-m), followed by northwest Syria, which recorded 

the highest m-o-m increase in price, reaching SYP 966/litre (up 63 percent 

m-o-m).  

Fuel type Old price New price  

Subsidized diesel for heating and trans-
portation 

180 SYP/

litre 

180 SYP/

litre 

Unsubsidized diesel for industrial facili-
ties and commercial use 

296 SYP/

litre 

650 SYP/

litre 

Subsidized Petrol (Octane 90)   
250 SYP/

litre 

450 SYP/

litre 

Impact on prices of food items 

Along with the Syrian pound depreciation in the informal exchange rate 

market, the continuous increase in the diesel informal price was one of the main factors that caused a surge in the prices of vegetables, dairy products 

and other food items between September and October 2020.  M-o-m, the national average price of tomatoes and onions surged by 44 and 32 percent 

reaching SYP 604/kg and 512/kg, respectively, as well as potatoes increased by 17 percent reaching SYP 466/kg. Additionally, the national average price 

of cheese increased by six percent m-o-m, reaching SYP 4,164/kg and the price of eggs increased by 14 percent reaching SYP 4,597/30 pieces.  
 

Butane gas prices 

The informal national average price of one butane gas cylinder (25,000 L) increased by 17 percent m-o-m reaching SYP 13,292/refill in October 2020, 

while the formal butane gas cylinder remained unchanged at SYP 2,785/refill. The significant increase in price is a result of the limited availability of 

formal butane cylinders, whose refill cycle per family could take up to 80 days and not the expected 23 days. Dar’a reported the highest price at SYP 

24,583/refill (up 43 percent m-o-m), while Al-Hasakeh reported the lowest price at SYP 5,917 (up six percent m-o-m). Broken down by regions, the 

cross-border region reported the highest informal refill price at SYP 19,392/refill (up nine percent m-o-m), while northeast Syria reported the lowest 

price at SYP 8,714/refill (up 12 percent m-o-m).  

Chart 2: Formal and informal diesel prices, SYP* 

Source: WFP 

Table 1: Old and new diesel prices set by the government   

2. https://sana.sy/?p=1240955  

* No formal prices have been reported in the cross-border region because there is no subsidized diesel  in the region.  

https://sana.sy/?p=1240955
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WFP food price monitoring Bread 

Faced with a shortage of wheat, in July 2020, the Government of Syria (GoS) started to distribute subsidized bread through the food and butane gas 

smart card system in Lattakia as a trial. The pilot scheme was found to be largely successful. As a result on 19 September GoS announced the introduc-

tion of a new distribution mechanism for selling subsidized bread. The new system allows each family: one bundle/day for a family of one or two peo-

ple, two bundles/day for a family between three to four people, three bundles/day for a family between five to six people, and four bundles/day for a 

family of seven or more people.  

The new subsidized bread selling system using smart cards has been applied across all governorates under control of the Government of Syria with the 

exception of Aleppo (where it is expected to be introduced shortly), As-Sweida, Dar’a and Quneitra. However, not all districts of these governorates 

have been able to introduce the smart card system for bread due to lack of bakeries or due to the limited production capacity of the bakery. The bread 

smart card system also does not apply in Al-Hasakeh and parts of Ar-Raqqa and Deir-ez-Zor as they are under KSA as well as Idleb.  

Initial results from the introduction of the bread smart card system seem to show that bread queues have largely reduced. However, there is a concern 

that those most vulnerable and those who depend the most on subsidized bread as a key staple of their diet, will be most affected by the introduction 

of this new scheme aimed at making wheat use more efficient.  

Furthermore, on 29 October the GoS announced that the price of subsidized wheat flour increased from SYP 30,000/MT to SYP 40,000/MT. The GoS 

also announced the increase in price of subsidized bread from SYP 50/bundle at the official price to SYP 75/bundle without a nylon bag and SYP 100/

bundle with a nylon bag. The official bread bundle size was also reduced from 1.3 kg to 1.1 kg3.  

Bread prices  

In October 2020, the national average price of subsidized bread remained unchanged at SYP 

60/bundle. Northeast Syria reported the highest price of SYP 80/bundle (up ten percent m-o-

m) due to bread agents charging more at distribution points, followed by the southern re-

gion at SYP 59/bundle (unchanged m-o-m). Conversely, the coastal region and northwest 

Syria reported the lowest price of SYP 50/bundle. The price for northwest Syria did not 

change m-o-m but significantly decreased by 24 percent m-o-m in the coastal region as a 

result of the effective government measures put in place to stop agents from charging extra 

fees. The bread subsidy price and quantity change was announced on 29 October, after WFP 

data had been collected. The chnage will be incorporated in graph price trends from WFP’s 

November reports onwards.   

On the other hand, commercial bread price increased by 26 percent m-o-m reaching SYP 

279/bundle. The cross-border region continued to report the highest price at SYP 1,176/bundle (up eight percent m-o-m), followed by 

northwest Syria at SYP 298/bundle (up 23 percent m-o-m). The southern region reported the lowest price of SYP 79/bundle (down one percent m-o-

m), followed by the middle region at SYP 81/bundle (up two percent m-o-m).  

*The bread subsidy price & quantity change was announced on 29 October, after WFP October data had already been collected. The change will be incorporated in price trends from November onwards.   

* WFP-monitored commercial bread includes resold public bread bundles. In Idleb and some of Aleppo cities where bread is not subsidized, the commercial bread WFP monitors only covers bread sold by 
retailers in shops. 

Chart 3: Week-on-week prices of Subsidized and Commercial Bread, SYP* 

Continued: The Syrian government’s adjustments to the fuel and bread subsidy  

Chart 4: Formal and informal diesel prices, SYP* 

Source: WFP  
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Staple cereals retail prices 
Wheat Flour 

M-o-m, the national average retail price of wheat flour throughout Syria increased in 

October 2020 by three percent, reaching SYP 1,094/kg. The wheat flour price has 

also increased by 283 percent y-o-y. Al-Hasakeh continued to record the highest 

wheat flour price (unchanged m-o-m) at SYP 1,283/kg, while Ar-Raqqa recorded the 

lowest price of SYP 989/kg (unchanged  m-o-m).  
 

Broken down by regions, northwest Syria reported the highest retail price at SYP 

1,147/kg (up 16 percent m-o-m), followed by the coastal region at SYP 1,144/kg (up 

seven percent m-o-m), while the cross-border region continued to report the lowest 

retail price at SYP 856/kg (down nine percent m-o-m), followed by northeast Syria at 

SYP 1,105/kg (down six percent m-o-m) - chart 5.  
 

Rice 

The national average retail price of Egyptian white rice increased by two percent 

since September 2020 and by 255 percent since October 2019, reaching SYP 1,479/

kg in October 2020. Quneitra continued to report the highest price at SYP 1,988/kg 

(up seven percent m-o-m), while Damascus reported the lowest price at SYP 1,236/

kg (up one percent m-o-m). 
 

M-o-m, the southern region of Syria continued to report the highest price at SYP 

1,718/kg (up three percent), followed by the coastal region at SYP 1,700/kg (up 21 

percent m-o-m), while the middle region reported the lowest price at SYP 1,344/kg 

(down one percent), followed by the cross-border region at SYP 1,367/kg (down two 

percent m-o-m) - Chart 6.  
 

Bulgur  

In October 2020, the national average retail price of bulgur increased by three per-

cent m-o-m and by 261 percent y-o-y, reaching SYP 1,256/kg. Tartous reported the 

highest bulgur retail price at SYP 1,481/kg (up seven percent m-o-m), while Idleb 

reported the lowest price at SYP 874/kg (down 29 percent m-o-m).  
 

The coastal region reported the highest average bulgur price by region at SYP 1,428/

kg (up five percent m-o-m), followed by the middle region at SYP 1,342/kg 

(unchanged m-o-m). The cross-border region reported the lowest average bulgur 

price at SYP 926/kg (down 18 percent m-o-m), followed by northeast Syria at SYP 

1,182/kg (up 12 percent m-o-m) - Chart 7.  

 

COVID-19 NFIs 
Between September and October 2020, the prices of all monitored items decreased 

except for bleach that increased by two percent m-o-m to reach SYP 1,074/litre and 

hand gel that increase by one percent to reach SYP 936/50 ml.  

The national average price of plastic gloves decreased by two percent to reach SYP 

328/pair; the price of surgeon masks decreased by seven percent to reach SYP 344/

mask; and the price of soap decreased by four percent to reach SYP 357/bar. Moreo-

ver, the price of alcohol spray decreased by three percent m-o-m to reach SYP 

1,564/200 ml (Table 2).  

Compared to February 2020 (before the COVID-19 related governmental measures), 

the prices of all COVID-19 related items have skyrocketed in October 2020. Plastic 

gloves recorded the highest increase of 390 percent, while soap recorded the lowest 

increase of 139 percent.  

Chart 5: Retail Prices of Wheat Flour, SYP 

Chart 6: Retail Prices of Rice, SYP  

Chart 7: Retail Prices of Bulgur, SYP  

Source: WFP Field Offices 

Legend on regions of analysis: ‘Northwest’=Aleppo; ‘Cross-border’=Idleb & Aleppo [A’zaz, Atarib & Afrin]; ‘Coastal’=Lattakia & Tartous; 

‘Northeast’=Ar-Raqqa, Al-Hasakeh & Deir-ez-Zor; ‘Middle’=Damascus, Rural Damascus, Hama & Homs; ‘South’=Dar’a, As-Sweida & Quneitra.  

National average Oct average 
% Change 
(Sep, Oct) 

 Surgeon mask   344  -7% 

 Gloves (pair)  328  -2% 

 Alcohol spray (200 ml)  1,564  -3% 

 Bleach bottle (L)  1,074  2% 

 Hand gel (50 ml)  936  1% 

 Soap bar  357  -4% 

Source: WFP Field Offices 

Table 2: Prices of COVID-19 items, SYP 
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Terms of Trade (ToT)4 

ToT between wage labour and wheat flour 

The national average non-skilled labour wage, representing construction, off-

loading and agricultural labour dropped by eight percent m-o-m and was SYP 

4,421/day, in October 2020. The wage rate was 83 percent above its y-o-y level 

and 48 percent above levels recorded in April 2020 (six month ago) - Chart 8.  
 

Broken down by regions, the cross-border region reported the highest de-

crease, by 29 percent m-o-m and reached SYP 4,363/day, followed by north-

west Syria with a decrease of 14 percent m-o-m, reaching SYP 2,985/day. In 

winter, construction work decreases so demand for labourers decreases and 

wages as well as a result. Furthermore there is also decrease in demand for 

agriculture workers during winter.  
 

The national average ToT between wheat flour and wage labour, a proxy indi-

cator for purchasing power, decreased by seven percent between September 

and October 2020, reaching 4.04 kgs of wheat flour/daily wage. The national 

average ToT between wheat flour and wage labour further decreased by 18 

percent compared to April 2020 and by 52 percent compared to October 2019. 

In other words, the national average daily wage of a non-skilled labourer could 

buy 4.04 kgs of wheat flour in October 2020 compared to 4.95 kgs in April 

2020, and 8.46 kgs in October 2019, highlighting the worsening economic situ-

ation in Syria. 
 

ToT between sheep and wheat flour 

The national average price of a two-year old alive male sheep decreased by 

one percent to SYP 379,582/sheep in October 2020 (Chart 9). Broken down by 

regions, the cross-border region recorded the highest average price across 

Syria at SYP 418,892/sheep (down 13 percent m-o-m), followed by the middle 

region at SYP 388,759 (unchanged m-o-m).  

In October 2020, the ToT between an alive two-year old male sheep and wheat 

flour was 347 kg/sheep (down four percent m-o-m). Highlighting a deteriora-

tion in the exchange for livestock owners who could buy on average four per-

cent less kgs of wheat compared to a month earlier.  

Broken down by regions, the cross-border region continued to report the high-

est ToT at 489 kg/sheep (down four percent m-o-m). On the other hand, north-

west Syria reported the lowest ToT at 289 kg/sheep (down 18 percent m-o-m). 

 

Exchange rate** 

In October 2020, the Syrian pound depreciated on average by six percent in the 

informal exchange rate market, reaching SYP 2,339/USD. Compared to a year 

ago, the Syrian pound has depreciated by 73 percent. The operational UN rate 

and the official exchange rate have both remained unchanged at SYP 1,250/

USD compared to September 2020.   

Chart 8: Daily wage for unskilled labour, SYP  

Chart 9: Price of livestock, SYP/one 2Y old sheep 

Table 3: Informal market exchange rate, 1 USD to SYP  

The highest informal exchange rate was reported in Lattakia and Tartous at SYP 

2,380/USD (both depreciating by six percent m-o-m and by 73 and 74 percent y-

o-y, respectively), followed by Deir-ez-Zor at SYP 2,373/USD (depreciating by six 

percent m-o-m; and depreciated 72 percent y-o-y). Conversely, the lowest rates 

were reported in Homs and Hama at SYP 2,250/USD (depreciating by two per-

cent m-o-m and by 72 percent y-o-y), followed by Idleb at SYP 2,323/USD (depreciating by nine percent m-o-m and depreciated by 72 percent y-o-y).  

4. The ToT are proxy indicators of the purchasing power of households that rely on livestock and/or casual labour as their main source of income for the purchase of cereals from local markets. ToT are 
important components of food security analysis. Changes in the terms of trade between wages/livestock and staple food commodities are indicative of the trends in purchasing power and the impact on 
the food security situation of households dependent on food purchases through income from daily wage labour and/or the sale of livestock.  

**When measuring exchange rates, there are two quotations. The first is the direct quotation where the US dollar is the base of measuring the change in exchange rate against the local currency. The 
second one is the indirect quotation where the local currency is the base of measuring the change in the exchange rate against the US dollar. The change in the exchange rate used below reflects the indi-
rect quotation (measuring how much has the Syrian pound improved (appreciated) or worsened (depreciated) against the US dollar).  

Governorate October 2020 
 % change        
(m-o-m) 

% change      
(y-o-y) 

Aleppo 2,346  -7% -73% 

Al-Hasakeh 2,330  -6% -72% 

Ar-Raqqa 2,326  -6% -73% 

As-Sweida 2,334  -6% -73% 

Damascus 2,370  -5% -73% 

Dar'a 2,354  -6% -73% 

Deir-ez-Zor 2,373  -6% -73% 

Hama 2,250  -2% -72% 

Homs 2,250  -2% -72% 

Idleb  2,323  -9% -72% 

Lattakia 2,380  -6% -73% 

Quneitra 2,358  -6% -74% 

Rural Damascus 2,370  -5% -73% 

Tartous 2,380  -6% -74% 

National average 2,339  -6% -73% 

Official rate 1,250 0% -65% 

UN operational rate 1,250  0% -65% 
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