WFP Global Update on COVID-19:
November 2020
Growing Needs, Response to Date and
What’s to Come in 2021
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Introduction
WFP estimates that 271.8 million people in countries
where it operates are acutely food insecure – or directly

Food assistance is a lifeline for populations facing a

shortfalls
climate change and pests.

extended its reach to assist nearly 97 million people
with critical food and nutrition assistance as of the
end of the third quarter.

WFP has scaled-up
to reach 97 million
nine months of 2020
– nearly as many
people as all of 2019
combined.
Extreme hunger is a major concern

year.

As the impact of economic losses due to COVID-19 is

response while contributing to building back better is
essential.

1 2020 data represents preliminary estimates. Final reporting will be done through Annual Country and Performance Reports in 2021.
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RESPONSE IN NUMBERS

96.6 M

Received direct WFP food assistance in

PEOPLE

US$

1.7B

DISBURSED

Economic losses due to
COVID-19 are expected
to continue through
2021, aggravating preexisting vulnerabilities
and compounding

844,000
METRIC TONNES OF FOOD

50

NATIONAL SOCIAL
PROTECTION SYSTEMS

171
COUNTRIES

shocks.
US$

168M

INTERNAL FUNDS

US$
FROM IFIS

39

281M

COUNTRIES
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With continuous real-time monitoring –
more than doubling from 15 countries
in 2019

I. Needs
EARLY PROJECTIONS CONFIRMED: ACUTE
FOOD INSECURITY CONTINUES TO RISE
3

2

economic impacts of the COVID-19 crisis and recent food

that 271.8 million people in these 79 countries are
acutely food insecure – or directly at-risk – due to the

As the COVID-19 crisis becomes protracted, it
is increasingly challenging to separate the food
security needs generated by a single driver –
COVID-19 – from the aggravating and compounding
impact that the crisis is having in areas that face
multiple and overlapping drivers of vulnerability,
natural hazards, climate change and pests.
While 2020 marks the most severe uptick given the global
nature of the crisis, impacting vulnerable households in
every country, the deterioration is occurring within a broader
context of increased hunger in recent years, driven by
has witnessed an overall steady growth in chronic and acute
hunger.

PROJECTED NUMBER OF PEOPLE IN ACUTE FOOD INSECURITY
(IN MILLIONS)
REGIONS

JUNE

NOVEMBER

TREND
3.6%

Asia and North
Africa

2.8%

REAL-TIME MONITORING: VISUALIZING
A DETERIORATING FOOD SECURITY
SITUATION

West and Central
Africa
Southern Africa

4.4%

East Africa

3.6%

Latin America and
the Caribbean
TOTAL

270.2

271.8

0.6%

downward trend in food security over the course of 2020
is more visible than ever.

2 Iran and DPRK not included due to limitations in data availability.
3 Countries with updated representative assessments are Afghanistan, Burkina Faso, Colombia, DRC, El Salvador, Eswatini, Guatemala, Honduras, Lesotho, Malawi,
Namibia, Nicaragua, Pakistan, Somalia, Sudan, and Togo.
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REAL-TIME MONITORING: NUMBER OF PEOPLE WITH INSUFFICIENT FOOD CONSUMPTION (IN MILLIONS)
JANUARY – NOVEMBER 2020
FIGURE 1: YEMEN

FIGURE 2: SYRIA

FIGURE 3: MALI

FIGURE 4: NORTHEAST NIGERIA
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LOOKING TO 2021: COVID-19
WILL CONTINUE TO COMPOUND
VULNERABILITIES
Despite initial assessments that the pandemic would
socio-economic fallout and other compounding factors
are leading to a slower onset and protracted crisis that
will require sustained attention for months and years to
come.

In Burkina Faso, northeast Nigeria, South Sudan,
and Yemen - parts of the population are facing a

to access basic services and assistance, and
and mitigate a hunger catastrophe in 2021.

in others.
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CHANGING NEEDS: INFORMING THE 2021 GLOBAL
HUMANITARIAN OVERVIEW
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II. Response
As the pandemic expanded into countries where
WFP operates and the economic impacts on the most

delivery mechanisms to sustain programmes to also
scale-up to meet new needs.

1.

Sustain

2.

Scale-up

3.

Support

response have been critical not only to sustain
operations and meet growing needs in partnership with

support to address and mitigate the rising humanitarian
needs.

challenge to implement WFP’s response –
resulting in sustained ration reductions including
among severely food insecure populations
to the level required. Implications are outlined
in Section IV Requirements and in the Annex.
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WFP COVID-19 RESPONSE IN MILESTONES:
MARCH - NOVEMBER

MARCH

WFP activates Global Level 3 emergency

APRIL

WFP Executive Director warns UN Security Council of growing hunger

JUNE

MAY

Across all countries delivery mechanisms are adapted to safely sustain operations

84.4 million direct beneficiaries reached in the first half of 2020 (incl. urban areas)

SEPTEMBER

AUGUST

JULY

WFP Global COVID-19 response plan launched

NOVEMBER

OCTOBER

96.6 million beneficiaries assisted in first 9 months of 2020

WFP Global Level 3 Emergency de-activated
WFP Global Update on COVID-19: November 2020

WFP COVID-19 RESPONSE IN NUMBERS

FIGURE 6: UNIQUE BENEFICIARIES REACHED BY REGION5
(IN MILLIONS OF PEOPLE) 12 MONTHS OF 2019 / 9 MONTHS OF 2020

4

BENEFICIARIES REACHED SINCE JANUARY 2020

63.8
million

84.4
million

96.6
million

Preliminary data indicates that WFP assisted more
9 months of 2020 than in all of 2019 (68.8 million and
60.8 million comparatively)

Punctual assistance to populations to cover the food
gap during peak periods:

FIGURE 5: WFP BENEFICIARIES REACHED BY REGION5
JANUARY – SEPTEMBER 2020
Food assistance to populations in COVID-19 isolation/

RBB

RBC

RBD

RBN

role.
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RBP

Expansion into urban areas to support the growing
number of people in need

Promote inclusion and prospects for stability:

Increase WFP cash-based transfer capacities

FIGURE 7: TREND ANNUAL ACTUAL CBT VALUE DISBURSED
(IN USD MILLIONS)
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Protect resilience gains and promote a foundation
for recovery:

Adjust school-based safety nets amidst COVID-19
closures:

Sustain and scale-up nutrition programming:

Build new strategic and operational partnerships:

Harness technology for programme delivery:

increase.
Leverage WFP footprint to promote food systems: To
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SCHOOL MEALS CONTINUE TO BE A VITAL SAFETY
NET AND CRITICAL INCENTIVE FOR RETURN
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SUPPORT: CAPACITY STRENGTHENING AND
SERVICES

LOOKING TO 2021: WHAT DOES COVID-19

WFP must continue to sustain and scale-up actions that
provide immediate assistance to those most in need
and maintain global common services where and when
required – while continuing to increase investments to

The impact of WFP service provision and institutional
capacity strengthen is substantia
•

•

•

FIGURE 8: ACTIVITY CATEGORY

WFP has leveraged its footprint and expertise to
support government and partner led responses to
to substantial improvements in the lives of
national systems and promoting trust.

Service Provision
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FIGURE 9: FOCUS AREA

WFP will continue to be a partner of choice for the
provision of supply chain services for governments.

WFP will continue to play an important direct food
assistance role in the response to the COVID-19
and compounding crises in 2021

WFP will continue to play an important role in
institutional capacity strengthening in 2021

While crisis response remains a priority in 2021,
its response to contribute to strengthening access
to national social protection, basic services
including school and nutrition safety nets, and

alongside communities, governments and partners
to ‘build back better.’
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III. Common Services Spotlight
LOOKING AHEAD

•

•

•
3
3

•
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11 MARCH

World Health Organization (WHO) declares COVID-19 a pandemic
23 MARCH

17 APRIL

30 APRIL

1 MAY

First passenger flight
8 MAY

15 MAY

17 MAY

25 MAY

First medevac
31 MAY

4 JUNE

6 JUNE

1,000 passenger milestone reached
22 JULY

Two thirds of the world reached with critical COVID-19 cargo
31 JULY

20 AUGUST

31 AUGUST

Greatest amount of COVID-19 cargo transported in one month
14 SEPTEMBER
3

17 OCTOBER

31 OCTOBER

WFP’s Global Air Passenger Service transports 25,000 passengers
WFP Global Update on COVID-19: November 2020

IV. Requirements
FUNDING: THE PRIMARY CONSTRAINT

governments and partners to deliver a collective

progress in addressing food security needs, the
reduction in levels of WFP assistance since April
2020 has had direct consequences for 9 million

response required to cover all needs and mitigate more
widespread hunger.

consumption increased from 28 percent in May to
46 percent in September 2020.

implement the full scale-up required to respond to and
mitigate the projected deterioration of food security
resulting from the compounded impact of COVID-19

to implement prolonged ration cuts
The funding context is more so of concern given the
shock environment as of November which is requiring
WFP to scale-up even beyond the needs articulated
in this COVID-19 response plan

excess mortality and high levels of acute malnutrition.
In areas with high prevalence of IPC Phase 4 and with

partners do not have the funding required to prevent
widespread hunger and famine.
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LOOKING AHEAD: NEXT 6 MONTHS
Current needs-based plans indicate WFP will require
US$ 7.7 billion to deliver its programme for the coming
six months (November 2020 – April 2021) – half of this is
yet to be resourced. This requirement does not include
common service where the situation requires.6

increase in the coming months as 2021 response plans

in the pipeline can be moved, that passenger services can continue where commercial services remain unavailable, and that capacities can be built at the hubs to ensure

WFP Global Update on COVID-19: November 2020

Priority Countries – Corporate Alert System

September 2020 | Implications of COVID-19 on Needs and Programme of Work
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Changing Requirements in Budget Numbers
REGIONAL SUMMARY
REVISED COVID-19
SCALE-UP
BENEFICIARIES

PIPELINE
REQUIREMENTS IN
US$ MILLIONS
(NOV- APR)

NET FUNDING
REQUIREMENTS IN
US$ MILLIONS
(NOV-APR)

% NET FUNDING
REQUIREMENTS
OF PIPELINE
REQUIREMENTS

4.8

44%

East Africa

3.4

46%

Latin America and
the Caribbean

3.2

426

42%

Asia and North
Africa
Southern Africa

63%

West and Central
Africa
TOTAL

8.4
37.5

WFP Global Update on COVID-19: November 2020

49%

23

Algeria

Guinea

Angola
Armenia

Benin

23.3

Rep. of Congo
8% Rwanda

Indonesia

Bhutan

Iran

Bolivia

Iraq

Burkina
Faso

62% Jordan

Burundi

Kenya

Lao PDR

CAR

Lebanon

Caribbean

82% Lesotho

Chad

32% Liberia

3.4

Senegal

26.2

Somalia
48% South Sudan

3.3

24% Sudan
Syria
Tajikistan
23.8

Libya

44% The Gambia

Côte d'Ivoire

Madagascar

62% Timor-Leste

Cuba

Malawi

Djibouti

48.2

44% Togo

44% Mali

Dom. Rep.

8.2

Uganda
Myanmar
4% Namibia

Yemen
4.8

4.6

Nepal

El Salvador

Nicaragua

33%

Niger

44%

6.3

864.8

Zambia

Egypt

Ethiopia

68%

Turkey

3.8

Ecuador

6.4

Tunisia

Mauritania

DRC

Ghana

22.3

Sierra Leone

Colombia

G. Bissau

42.8

Sri Lanka

Cameroon

Eswatini

28%

São Tome

Cambodia

DPR Korea

PIPELINE
REQ. IN US$
MILLIONS

Peru
6% Philippines

India
23.3

NET
FUNDING
REQ. %

8.2

Honduras

Bangladesh

3.4

Palestine

32% Haiti
4.4

NET
FUNDING
REQ. %

Guatemala

COUNTRY

NET
FUNDING
REQ. IN US$
MILLIONS

Afghanistan

NET
FUNDING
REQ. IN US$
MILLIONS

COUNTRY

PIPELINE
REQ. IN US$
MILLIONS

NET
FUNDING
REQ. %

NET
FUNDING
REQ. IN US$
MILLIONS

COUNTRY

PIPELINE
REQ. IN US$
MILLIONS

COUNTRY SUMMARY (NOVEMBER-APRIL)

Zimbabwe

333.6

283.4

36% Nigeria
3.2

34%
46% Pakistan
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26.3

44%
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V. Annex: WFP Response by country
WFP Global Update on COVID-19: November 2020
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Response by country
ASIA AND
THE PACIFIC

COVID-19 IMPLICATIONS ON FOOD SECURITY

WFP IMMEDIATE RESPONSE

COVID-19
SCALE-UP
BENEFICIARIES

EVIDENCE OF ACTIVITIES IMPLEMENTED TO
SUSTAIN/ SCALE-UP ASSISTANCE TO BENEFICIARIES
JULY – TO DATE

PIPELINE
REQUIREMENTS
IN US$ MILLIONS
(NOV - APR)

NET FUNDING
REQUIREMENTS
IN US$ MILLIONS
(NOV - APR)

236.7 M

126.1 M

Food insecurity remains high with
Sustain

Afghanistan

of basic food commodities (over 10%
in Q3 compared to Q1) – exacerbated
by the economic impacts of COVID-19.

Sustain:

poverty rate may increase by up to

seasonal support.

an additional 6 million people falling
into poverty. Results of the latest

Scale-up: In addition to the 7.2 million people which WFP

assessment indicate that 17 million
people could be acutely food-insecure
between November 2020 and March
2021 (44 percent of the populationbased on Flowminder population
estimates). Despite favorable climate
conditions leading to good crop
access for households to bring in
the harvest. La Niña could threaten
upcoming yields.
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provide a one-time unconditional cash transfers or food to 3
million people impacted by COVID-19 –mostly concentrated in
urban areas. WFP will readjust its implementation plan based

Support: WFP will complement the Government’s response as
appropriate in the most vulnerable areas.

activities.

transfers.
(no change
Scale-up:
from June
received cash-based transfers covering
plan)
part of their food needs for 2 months.
Key constraints: Persistent
insecurity remains the main obstacle
to humanitarian operations in
the country. Temporary border

procurement.

2

Sustain:
million people through unconditional

activities.
WFP continues to provide relief
Sustain: WFP redesigned its programmes to adapt to
receiving assistance through e-vouchers

Results from a BRAC survey (June
cash vouchers to reduce congestion. WFP will continue to
2020) indicate that the socio-economic
dramatic increase in poverty and food

to host communities in Cox’s Bazaar and school children.
Cox’s Bazar camps.
Scale-up:
Scale-up:

Bangladesh

of surveyed households reported

than half responded that their income
dropped to almost zero. In Cox’s

refugees and further threatens the
livelihood of the host community.

and isolation and treatment centres; people living in atTracts through the expansion of social safety nets; and host
communities in Cox’s Bazar.
Support: WFP will continue to support the Government’s
COVID-19 response through:
•
Technical assistance to the Ministry of Food (to distribute

•

rations to 2.7 million children);
Logistics services for the public health response (currently
focused on Cox’s Bazaar).

(no change
from June
plan)

food assistance between April and
have received hot meals in isolation
and treatment centres since April. In

transfers to sustain their basic needs.
Support: WFP is supporting the
renovation of six community clinics. It
has also transported and handed over
health sector operating in Cox’s Bazar
refugee camps.
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change in August 2020) and reduced
remittances will cast a shadow on
the food security and livelihoods of

Bhutan

where poverty levels are much higher
(12%) than in urban areas (1%).

Support:
•
producing education materials on

Sustain: WFP continues to advance planned food systems
support to the Government aimed at increasing smallholder
farmers’ production and food security while building their
economic resilience in line with the Government’s ‘COVID-19
Agriculture Stimulus Plan’.
Support: WFP is providing technical assistance to develop the
‘National Food Security Emergency Action Plan for COVID-19’
including setting up a humanitarian staging area to store
WFP is supporting the Agriculture Economic Stimulus Plan as
part of Government’s Economic Contingency Plan to increase
agricultural production through the provision of varied and

high-value commodities as per local agro-climates and water

and collaborating with a local NGO
to reach rural communities with
SBCC;
(no change
from June
plan)

•

•

prepositioning to meet the needs
of half of Bhutan’s population for 6
months;
customized training on food safety

1.3 M

0.0 M

11.3 M

1.3 M

supply chain
•

and stores to support the safe
reopening of schools.
Sustain: Since the beginning of the

Sustain: WFP temporarily adjusted its school feeding

people with food and cash support

is adversely impacting jobs and
is planned to recommence in January 2021.

by school closures. A joint WFP/

livelihoods and nutrition is ongoing.

Cambodia

Support: WFP’s technical assistance to the Government
includes:
•
infrastructure and development of procedures);
•
essential needs analytics and IDPoor roll-out to support
the COVID-19 cash transfer programme;
•
technical assistance to the National Social Protection

•
Government has added nearly

scheme – in addition to the existing 2
million people registered for support
prior to COVID-19.

•

social protection;
address rural food system challenges particularly for
suppliers impacted by the suspension of home-grown
school meals and migrant returnees;
integration of food security and nutrition to support

Scale-up

of COVID-19 with food assistance.
- Livelihoods recovery will be a focus in
(no change the coming months.
from June
plan) Support: WFP is engaging on sectorwide social assistance and insurance
approaches and cash transfer systems
for IDPoor households. Together

assistance to the Government to scale
up the on-demand IDPoor system

•
•
•
measures.
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July and November.

in cash transfers to registered poor
households.
4

Given the COVID-19 mitigation
the impact on the main crop for

Democratic
Sustain: Continue nutrition support to pregnant and lactating
impact of extended school closures on
People’s
children’s nutritional status remains
wards/hospitals. Livelihood support activities are currently
Republic of
to be determined. WFP is monitoring
being reviewed.
Korea
cyclones on main crop.
The Government has increased public
food rations and given top priority to
agriculture.

A nationwide COVID-19 livelihoods
survey conducted by Azim Premji
two thirds of the respondents had
areas and that two thirds of urban
worth of money for essentials.
Seventy-seven percent indicated
consuming less food.

India

the Government has made the
following changes to the public
distribution system to meet increased
need:

Sustain & Support:
Technical support to the Government’s food and nutrition
security response at national and state levels. WFP’s
recommendation on how the Targeted Public Distribution
System (TPDS) could be adjusted to meet the increased needs
of the more than 800 million people under the programme
have been adopted.
Reinforce the capacity of national NGOs to provide food

livelihood support;
Develop mobile apps that allow vulnerable citizens in
delivery and enable state governments to monitor the prices
of essential food commodities and adjust control measures to
prevent hoarding;
Enable farmers to access the Government agriculture
procurement system to sell their harvest to Government
programmes; and

(rice or wheat) per person per month
to nearly 80 million migrants who are
not covered under any food security
scheme.

WFP Global Update on COVID-19: November 2020

reduce post-harvest losses and strengthen the supply chain of
government safety nets programmes.

Sustain:
(no change
livelihood activities.
from June
plan)
Key constraints: Kindergartens and
schools remain closed.

3.8 M

Support:
developing an e-learning module to
build capacity of front-line organizations
responding to the pandemic.
- rice in the public distribution system and
(no change establishes units for local production of
from June
plan)
developed materials to raise awareness
in 24 states across the country for
COVID-19 migrants of the Government’s
One Nation One Ration Card Scheme
entitlements anywhere.

2.1 M

0.2 M

In view of socio-economic impacts of
COVID-19 and other compounding
Sustain: WFP will continue its current support to the Food
Security Agency’s food security and vulnerability analysis and
people falling into poverty. According
inform Government and partner interventions and policies.
of COVID-19 impacts (data collected

Indonesia

Support:
•

still faced food shortages and 30
percent reported eating less food than •

and early warning analytics. This includes also a ‘Fill the
Nutrient’ Gap study.

•

WFP will support the logistics and food security priority

•

Response Plan.
WFP will support the Government on school feeding
during school closure and reopening.

for 13 percent of households the
situation worsened since May. Food

Support:
Food Security and Vulnerability Atlas.
WFP is coordinating emergency logistics
operations with the wider humanitarian
community through the National
- Logistics Cluster in support of the
(no change Government’s public health response.
from June
plan) a rapid assessment of the cold chain
logistics capacity in Indonesia with
the Indonesia Cold Chain Association

1.6 M

0.2 M

13.8 M

3.3 M

temperature-sensitive logistics of the
COVID-19 vaccination in the coming
months and years.

educated households and those in the
bottom 40 percent of income.

COVID-19 is expected to exacerbate
the impact on those employed
through the informal sector and
vulnerable populations already
food-insecure prior to the pandemic.

Lao
People’s
Democratic
Republic

increase in poverty by 1.4 to 3.1

Sustain:

Sustain

nutrition and livelihood activities.

on-site feeding will be provided. WFP also adjusted its seasonal
support and livelihoods/asset creation activities in response to
COVID-19.
Scale Up:

further scaling-up its support to returning migrant labourers

Scale-up
from 6,620
(June plan)

WFP has also provided water and basic
hygiene items.
Support: WFP is supporting the
implementation of the Disaster

2020 and March 2021).
other provinces. A comprehensive
assessment to determine the needs
will be conducted in November.

WFP Global Update on COVID-19: November 2020

Support:
bringing in passengers and essential cargo.

development of a nutrient-dense food/
crop list to promote nutritious food
production and consumption.

6

Increased food insecurity in the
country due to the COVID-19
employed in casual labour who have

Scale-up:

have returned to Myanmar have

Note: WFP is revising earlier scale-up plans to support a total of
120,000 people between October 2020 and March 2021, not yet

energy biscuits or cash-based transfers
in lieu of school meals.

Support: WFP:

Scale up:
short-term food and nutrition assistance

adding further strain on services and
competition for scarce casual labour
opportunities.

Myanmar

Sustain:

from 60,000
(June plan)

recovery in Myanmar’s agri-food
system will be slow (even though
agricultural activities) which
has implications for the critical
manufacturing sector and the
economy more broadly.

64.9 M

47.1 M

sites.

the humanitarian community.

Support: To deliver cash transfers
to pregnant women as part of the
government COVID-19 response and
e-money to households of IDPs in
Kachin State.

locations.
Key constraints:
resulted in access restrictions and the
food insecurity and deterioration
of nutrition status especially for the
vulnerable groups.
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7

WFP’s mVAM household survey
(September 2020) found food
insecurity levels higher than four years

12% adopted at least one negative
coping strategy to address food

meet needs. Minimum recommended
dietary diversity was not met by
43% of children aged 6-23 months.
The COVID-19 crisis continues

Nepal

with 11% of households reporting
job loss and 31% a reduction in
income. Consistent with the previous
household survey conducted in May

Sustain:
maintained nutrition programmes for pregnant and lactating
women and children under 2 years; and redesigned resiliencebuilding activities to incorporate physical distancing.

Sustain:

Scale-up:

nutrition and livelihoods activities.

through January 2021. Latest plans include: unconditional

Scale-up

women and children under 2; and continued support to elderly

support livelihoods and economic recovery.

from 11,500
(June plan)

other groups vulnerable to COVID-19
with nutrition support in isolation
facilities.

Support: The Government’s COVID-19 response through:

Support: WFP supported with a
survey on the Impact of COVID-19

collaboration with the Food Management and Trading
Company to expand fair-price shops/sales centres in foodinsecure and remote locations;
logistics coordination for the Government and humanitarian
community; and
social safety nets complementing existing government
schemes.

supporting the National Logs cluster
transport medical supplies and non-food
items on behalf of the Government and
humanitarian agencies for COVID-19 and
monsoon preparedness.

17.2 M

0.0 M

prevalent among daily wage labourers
Given the high dependency of Nepal’s
economy on remittances (28% of
putting additional strain on vulnerable
households. The fall in remittances is
percent in 2020.
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According to a recent WFP assessment

Sustain:
Support: WFP continues its
humanitarian air service for countries

reported reduced income due
households are the increase in food

Support:
up in support of the regional COVID-19 preparations and
(no change
from June
plan)

reported reduced income and highest

Island
Countries

17% stated that were not able to meet
their essential needs.

income. This and increased food
prices led to poor or borderline
food consumption among 18% of
households.

WFP is supporting emergency
telecommunications cluster

0.0 M
training for personnel deployed

A regional air service has been established to guarantee
air transport of humanitarian cargo and personnel to and

communication mechanisms in areas
without cellular mobile coverage/access.
WFP mobile vulnerability assessments
are used to inform the programmatic
response of governments and partners.

operations centres and planning for telemedicine availability.

IMF projects that up to 40% of the
population could potentially be living
COVID-19. Food insecurity is expected

Sustain: WFP’s focus is ensuring continuity of life-saving relief
and nutrition support to the most vulnerable people (in newly

with underlying vulnerabilities or
Sustain and Scale-up:
weather events and the recent locust

Pakistan

hunger and malnutrition before
groups most exposed to the negative

or severe food insecurity. WFP and
the most vulnerable 39 districts in

social protection programmes. WFP supports the Government
in implementing stunting prevention through the Benazir
Income Support Programme (BISP) in nine districts.
Scale-up:
mostly in rural areas in line with the humanitarian response
plan and socio-economic response plan.
The scale-up continues: between October – December 2020

and nutrition activities.
from 990,000
WFP completed cash top-ups to
(June plan)

26.3 M

strengthening their resilience also
against income losses induced by
COVID-19.

crisis with unconditional support.

estimated People In Need as a result

WFP Global Update on COVID-19: November 2020
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Philippines’ unemployment rate

returned to the country. According
to a nation-wide household survey
conducted by the Government

Support:
•
Digital advisory and solution services to register
Government under the Social Amelioration Programme in

the respondents reported reduced

The
Philippines

among three in ten households.
The food security index varied

•
•

Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao
(BARMM).
Monitoring the impact of COVID-19 on food security and
livelihoods nation-wide.
Monitoring the impact of the Social Amelioration

Mindanao showing the highest level
Rolly/Goni and other natural hazards

strengthening the social protection system.
•

Support: WFP has:
•
Supported the Department of
Social Welfare and Development
and Ministry of Social Services
and Development in BARMM
with enhanced food security and
vulnerability analysis;
•
WFP rolled out SCOPE in BARMM
(no change
from June
plan)
Government’s Social Amelioration
Programme.
•
various food and non-food items
(including personal protection

7.4 M

1.1 M

coordination in support of the National Logistics Cluster.
generators as temporary hospitals
or storage facilities.
the onset of the La Niña phenomenon
over the next six months.

WFP Global Update on COVID-19: November 2020
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COVID-19 mitigation measures from
March and July have reduced the

Sri Lanka

tourism earnings. The third wave of

Scale up:

The Government has responded with
localized restrictions to manage the

Sustain:

the adverse impact on the national
unemployment rate is expected to rise
to 6 percent in 2020. According to a

Sustain:

Sustain:
support home gardening and local production.

to primary school children during COVID-induced school
closures.
Provide technical assistance to prepare for and respond to
natural hazards in COVID-19 context developing standard

transfers under the resilience building/
livelihoods activity. WFP provides PPE
to participating communities to ensure
health and safety.
Scale up: WFP and the Government
from 0 (June
plan)

The country relies heavily on imports

production of Thriposha – a local FBF used in the national
nutrition programme whose production was temporarily
suspended due to COVID.

TimorLeste

A survey conducted by the Asia
Foundation in May found that seven
out of ten households cut meal size

Support:

1.3 M

0.0 M

US$ 637M

US$ 278M

Sustain: WFP supported the
Government in distributing one-month
provided portable hand washing and
- sanitation stations in vulnerable schools.
(no change WFP also continues the home-grown
from June
plan) schools.

medical and relief items. In support of the Government’s social

Support: WFP and partners have
provided operational and logistics
assistance to facilitate the Government’s

the Government to support a cash-based response.

TOTAL ASIA AND THE PACIFIC

0.0 M

Saubaghya
national home gardening programme.

Sustain: WFP is continuing its support to the Government

import-export restrictions in the

3.1 M

Support: WFP provided the Ministry
of Education with PPE for national
examination centres and supported the
construction of hand washing facilities
in schools.

communication material.

May 30 percent of respondents stated
that they had to reduce their food
on more nutritious foods. Almost 40
percent of respondents reported that
they had lost all income.

and combined with a hygiene campaign
to minimize the spread of COVID-19.

4.79 M
(June plan)

WFP Global Update on COVID-19: November 2020
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EAST
AFRICA

COVID-19 IMPLICATIONS ON FOOD SECURITY

WFP IMMEDIATE RESPONSE

COVID-19
SCALE-UP
BENEFICIARIES

EVIDENCE OF ACTIVITIES IMPLEMENTED TO SUSTAIN/
SCALE-UP ASSISTANCE TO BENEFICIARIES
JULY – TO DATE

PIPELINE
REQUIREMENTS
IN US$
MILLIONS
(NOV - APR)

NET FUNDING
REQUIREMENTS
IN US$ MILLIONS
(NOV - APR)

Sustain and Scale-up:
WFP continues to assist Burundian
refugees from Rwanda in transit centres
providing a 4-day ration and a 3-month
Sustain:

economic impacts of the COVID-19
currency depreciation and loss of
incomes/ remittances.

Burundi

The political situation is being
monitored following last years’
violence prior to the 2020 presidential
of outgoing President. There is
reported increased interest from
the new Government to discuss and
nutrition and food security issues.

provided nearly 72 mt of food through
hot meals and dry rations.
Through COVID-19 sensitive resilience
activities WFP has reached an estimated

returnees from Tanzania.
Scale-up:
COVID-19.
Support:
Support the Government to establish a Social Registry
programmes
services for the health response.
Reinforce capacities of the Government (Ministry of

(no change
from June
plan)

Support: As the co-lead of the logistics
•

built two screening units in health

•

donated 2 ambulances to support
the response for prioritized districts.

22.7 M

•
management and technical support on transport and
logistics processes.

the construction of screening units in
more than 300 health centres.
Key constraints
WFP reduced the number of targeted
schools under the school feeding
September.

WFP Global Update on COVID-19: November 2020
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Sustain: WFP is adjusting operations for a COVID-sensitive
About a third of the country’s
population are in chronic food

particularly in urban areas. Following
the closure of borders as part of the
measures put in place to curb the

facilities at distribution points.
Scale-up:
•
assistance to most food insecure households including
migrants and refugees. In addition to the previous

Djibouti
became stranded in Djibouti.
Due to increased screening and

•

among the countries with the lowest

•
•

Sustain and Scale-up: WFP continues
to collaborate with the Government to
distribute cash vouchers to an additional

(no change
from June
in the social registry in Djibouti city and
plan)

6.7 M

in remote rural areas

Support:
most vulnerable households.

WFP Global Update on COVID-19: November 2020

Conduct assessments to target most food insecure
households.
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communal violence are exacerbated
by COVID-19. Ethiopia is experiencing

Sustain & Scale-up: WFP successfully
Sustained relief activities in Somali region
and the refugee camps with appropriate

Sustain: critical assistance to 1.9 million food insecure

increased distribution days to minimize social interaction.
average rainfall in June-September
supported agricultural/pastoral
locust infestation and caused severe

are acutely food insecure between

Ethiopia

including 1.4 million people IPC4.
Tensions in Tigray could add
as households are displaced and
government systems disrupted
in Tigray; the crisis could have
nationwide transport implications.
While COVID-19 induced restrictions

vital imports as well as prices. Many
Ethiopian migrants remain stranded

centres and COVID-19-infected persons in
treatment and isolation centres

over to Government and the NGOs
Scale up:
including:
•
Returning migrants from Middle East and neighbouring
countries;
•
COVID-19-infected individuals who are in treatment and
isolation centres
•
impacted by the crisis through the PSNP;
•
Moderately malnourished pregnant and lactating
•

Scale up to people displaced in Tigray and into Sudan

Next:
WFP’s support to returning migrants is
(no change
from June
plan)

WFP plans both horizontal and vertical
expansions to provide temporary income

397 M

142.7 M

27 cities.
WFP is preparing to provide cash top ups
to vulnerable populations in Addis Ababa.
Key constraints: CBT operations have

Note: As of November, WFP is developing contingency plans in
case asked to respond to additional humanitarian caseloads;

Support:

2021 operation continue to be a major
operation.
Security challenges hamper access in
some areas. As of November WFP’s

return home.
disrupted.

WFP Global Update on COVID-19: November 2020
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Kenya hosts nearly half a million

Sustain:
refugee ration was further reduced from 60 to 40 percent

invasion and COVID-19 impacts are
driving increasing food insecurity.

Kenya

insecure – a number projected to
increase especially as the economic
impacts of COVID-19 unfold. Of
who were already on reduced rations
and populations in urban informal
settlements who are most vulnerable
income or job losses.

continuity of MAM treatment and continue critical support
under the resilience programme.
Scale-up:
including:
settlements in Nairobi;
settlements in Mombasa
Expand MAM support to cover urban settlements in both
Nairobi and Mombasa;
Expand livelihood support to cover seasonality months.
Support: Technical assistance to Government COVID

Sustain and Scale-up:

people in September. Nutrition products

(no change
from June centres and provided cash assistance
plan)

160 M

77 M

22.3 M

0.0 M

Nairobi and Mombasa respectively.
Key constraints: Funding to meet
the increased resource needs. The CO
continues to engage with donors to

time supply chain updates.

Sustain / Scale-up:
cases and deaths remains low and
restriction measures are being

Sustain: life-saving support to refugees and to smallholder
farmers is prioritized. On-site school feeding is adapted to
distribution to Burundian refugees as
part of COVID mitigation measures.

activities to be resumed.
Scale-up:
restrictions.

Rwanda
assistance is planned to support
measures upon government’s

refugees.
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Support:
Leveraging logistics expertise to ensure that food supply

(no change Support: WFP is providing warehousing
from June
plan) of fertilizers which is being distributed
COVID-19. In September WFP supported

Incorporate COVID-19 prevention measures into
with the support from the Government
of Brazil

Sustain:
•

situation. Somalia’s food import
dependency dwarfs other countries.

•

sanitation and COVID-19 mitigating measures can be
observed;
Shifted from cash to mobile money transfers as it

commodities are impacting lowdelivery feature on the e-shop mobile app in urban
areas;
received by an estimated 40% of

•
•

people have been displaced due to

WFP expanded its remote monitoring (through
phone calls) to cover areas where physical or on-site

Sustain and scale-up:
from cash transfer entitlements since
April under the rural safety nets.

since September.
in areas that are safe and where COVID-19 mitigating
measures can be observed.

Somalia

wide 2020 post Gu food security and
nutrition assessments indicate that
2.1 Somalis will be food insecure in
IPC 3+ between October-December
2020. A marginal improvement
on the prevalence of Global Acute
Malnutrition was reported from 13.8
percent (2019 Gu) to 11.8 percent
(2020 Gu).

Scale-up: WFP is scaling up to support the food security
Roll out a Government-led rural safety nets programme
across Somalia targeting 1.2 million people and the

from 486,500
(June plan)

to order goods online and receive

417 M

144.6 M

transfers; these provide opportunities to scale up assistance
settlements in Somaliland.

A high level of humanitarian food
assistance enabled the Food Security

casual labourers without access to income due to COVID-19
impact.

people with food assistance monthly

Support:
•
WFP has supported the Government by:
•

million people predicted to be in IPC
3 and above between July-September.

WFP’s delivery e-app mechanism has

•
from government-led rural and urban
safety nets.

WFP Global Update on COVID-19: November 2020

•

loaned to the Government medical supplies storage;
Leveraging WFP aviation to airlift essential health cargo

•

The Logistics Cluster was activated.
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deteriorate already high food
stalling the implementation of the
peace agreement and exacerbating
political fractures. At the beginning

Sustain:
people by:
•
and as part of the Rapid Response Mechanism;
•
prepositioning commodities; and
•
on health mitigation measures.
Scale-up: While WFP continues to implement its planned

COVID-19 induced movement
restrictions along the supply corridor
challenged supply and has had

Support:
•
national response
•
Provide temperature-controlled storage space for
COVID-19 cargo;
•
National response
•
•
Provision of MEDEVACS
•
Delivery of PPE and COVID related cargo as a priority to

including the reduction in global oil
•
entry screening in Nyadapal
the dollar has further exposed
households to food insecurity.

in the south.
Funds for increased food assistance

estimated to be acutely food insecure

South
Sudan

Sustain and Scale-up:

(no change
COVID-19 urban safety nets response.
from June
plan)

800.2 M

hold and assistance is being provided
unconditionally on a monthly basis.
Constraints: Shortfalls due to COVID-19
schools closed.

•
•

infectious disease unit.
(from BR) Provision of infrastructure development

humanitarian community

WFP Global Update on COVID-19: November 2020
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Sustain and Scale-up:

Kind assistance. In addition to nutrition

children. Additional measures are in place
to prevent and mitigate the spread of
Sustain: WFP introduced double distributions and pre-

enforced since late March to contain

cases remain low compared to
restriction measures are gradually

Uganda
of the pandemic and restriction

of foods; switch to cash; and staggered
or double distributions across 13
settlements.

distributing reduced rations due to shortfalls.
Scale up:

Support: WFP
•
installed screening facilities and a

cycle.

•

the South West region to further limit contact and spread of
COVID-19.

(no change
from June
plan)

139 M

73.2 M

US$ 2,008M

US$ 918M

Sudan to facilitate COVID 19
screening for continued movement
of supply.

Support:
areas and for the 1.4 million refugees

additional screening facilities were
installed at the busiest points
of entry along the borders with

•
screening.
Leverage remote monitoring systems to support the
government to assess impact of COVID-19 on food security
for the refugees hosting areas including the urban areas.

to deliver PPE and related health

health centres across the country.
Key constraints: Funding shortfalls
have resulted in months of continued
WFP’s refugee operations. The prolonged
ration cuts exacerbate food insecurity

to provide full rations for refugees in the
settlements until the end of 2020.

TOTAL EAST AFRICA

3.43 M
(June plan)

WFP Global Update on COVID-19: November 2020
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LATIN
AMERICA
AND THE
CARIBBEAN

COVID-19 IMPLICATIONS ON FOOD SECURITY

The impact of COVID-19 has been felt in

and in rural areas among smallholders
during the pandemic. With most of the

Bolivia
areas and among low-income households.

WFP IMMEDIATE RESPONSE

COVID-19
SCALE-UP
BENEFICIARIES

EVIDENCE OF ACTIVITIES IMPLEMENTED
TO SUSTAIN/ SCALE-UP ASSISTANCE TO
BENEFICIARIES
JULY – TO DATE

PIPELINE
NET FUNDING
REQUIREMENTS IN REQUIREMENTS IN
US$ MILLIONS
US$ MILLIONS
(NOV - APR)
(NOV - APR)

Sustain:
depending on the informal sector) through FFA and
Sustain and Scale-up: WFP
Scale-up:
assisted in the coming months:
•
areas and people isolated in their households in rural
areas for 14 days.
•
200 smallholders and 600 children under two years
old.
•
in rural municipalities

September with unconditional
school children have received

1.1 M

from 22,000
(June plan)

0.6 M

Key Constraints: Funding
shortfalls and challenges related
to the ongoing change of
Government.

Support: WFP is providing technical assistance to the
Government in the COVID-19 Response. And supporting

WFP Global Update on COVID-19: November 2020
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Sustain and Scale-up: WFP
Sustain: Support to governments and regional institutions
to strengthen social protection and end-to-end emergency
supply chain is sustained and scaled up with a COVID-19
focus.
due to increasing job loss or reduced
revenue/salary. Food insecurity has risen

English
and Dutch
Speaking
Caribbean

migrants and single parents.
The Caribbean was highly indebted prior
to COVID-19 and the situation has been

WFP Global Update on COVID-19: November 2020

been opened in Dominica and

assistance through government social protection systems

others. Prolonged assistance in Dominica and Guyana is

assessments ongoing following the impact of
hurricane Eta (29th named storm). COVID-19
would complicate a traditional sudden onset
emergency response.

Lucia with unconditional cash
transfers through government
social protection programmes.
WFP has expanded technical
assistance to governments and

Scale-up:
WFP is scaling up support to governments on using social
protection systems to respond to growing needs. WFP
is scaling up this support in additional countries and

expenditures and debt – reducing the

capacities to address the impact of COVID-19.
The record setting hurricane season has

Dominica and an initial subset

Support: WFP is providing logistics support to the
Caribbean Disaster Emergency Management Agency
(CDEMA) in facilitating a broader COVID-19 response
among CARICOM countries. Given the active hurricane
standby mechanisms to be able to extend further support

Guyana expected by the end of
(no change
from June
plan)

13.0 M
assessments are underway in
Belize and Jamaica following
hurricane Eta.
Key constraints: Funding
shortfalls for direct assistance
amidst growing needs and
from national governments
covered by the Caribbean
i-MCSP. A further budget revision
is anticipated.
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The latest WFP estimates highlight that the
socio-economic crisis escalated by COVID-19
has severely impacted Colombians’ food
access to nutritious food caused by a

people are estimated to face severe food

Colombia

Sustain: WFP adapted its operations to ensure continued
assistance to pre-existing vulnerable groups (Venezuelan

populations).
Scale-up: WFP scaled up its programmes to respond to

to the expansion to new indigenous communities and
populations in new geographical areas (i.e. Amazonia).

be in moderate or severe food insecurity.
This sharp increase in food insecurity from
where poverty was already deepening before

urban areas – WFP will continue implementing this scale-

Support: WFP is supporting Government-led programmes
that socio-economic recovery will be gradual
and poverty levels may stagnate for some
time.

support to the contact tracing strategy (PRASS) in 8 urban

to strengthen peace.

WFP Global Update on COVID-19: November 2020

Sustain and Scale-up: Through
WFP
people in September with food
hot meals and school meals –
which represents a 30% increase

WFP’s response for COVID-

from 400,000 severely underfunded.
(June plan)
Key constraints: funding
shortfalls in the COVID-19

127 M

73.3 M

with increasing displacement

constraints due to COVID-19

amidst the COVID-19 crisis.
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Sustain: Continue providing specialized nutritious food
decrease in national and household level

groups in selected municipalities of the eastern provinces

Sustain and Scale-up: In the

and elderly people) and 800 people from the social

Cuba

been importing 70 percent of its food needs
mainly for social protection programmes.
climate (droughts and hurricanes – record

rationing-measures are in place to address
the population’s access to basic goods.

Scale-up: Provide food and nutrition support to nearly
of the Family Support Systems across the country and to

Support:
preparedness measures including prepositioning of
food and other items for the hurricane season and an

3M

from 599,300
(June plan)
young children in need of
vulnerable elderly people.

Sustain: The distribution of specialized nutritious food
through the Government-led social protection programme
chain disruptions and food price increases
have disrupted access to food for some
8 million people. Based on initial 2020

engaging new local partners to expand the scope (vertical

Sustain and Scale-up: In the

Scale-up: WFP will integrate new food distribution

pregnant and lactating women
and children with nutritional

7.4% of the population will be moderately
compared to the 19% and 1% pre-COVID-19.

Dominican
Republic

This impact is especially worrisome for
undocumented population and the most

CBT platform and with the support of the Dominican Red
Cross. The scale-up is focused on those not registered
under any national social protection programmes.
Support:
•

its technical assistance to a
Government in transition.

(no change
from June
Key Constraints: In the absence
plan)
of pre-existing crisis response

9.1 M

to revise its portfolio and set up
new delivery mechanisms with

programmes supporting 6 million people.
countries vulnerable to hurricanes – with the

•
information management and coordination for the
humanitarian community and the Government.

29th named storm at the time of writing.

to some operational delays early
on.

•
food pre-positioning for three months to support any
emergency situation in the Caribbean.

WFP Global Update on COVID-19: November 2020
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Sustain and Scale-up:
Sustain: WFP will resume normal targeting processes
living in poverty as a result of the pandemic
will increase from 4.3 million in 2019 to
6.4 million in 2020; while extreme poverty
would increase from 8.9% to 12.9%. By

60 to be considered as elderly.
Scale-up: WFP plans to support an additional:

in a situation of extreme poverty. WFP´s
social protection system with CBT;

Ecuador

the prevalence of undernourishment in

individual capacity strengthening
support.
Support: Despite the Logistics
from 361,500
(June Plan) services (transport/storage) to
partners.

population. In addition to the Ecuadorian

Support: WFP will provide logistics coordination and
food insecurity. According to the Rapid
implementing strategies such as reducing
of meals and/or eating less preferred or
cheaper foods.
populations.

WFP Global Update on COVID-19: November 2020

people in poverty and extreme
poverty were also assisted
through the Government’s social

39 M

1.4 M1

Key constraints: Following
an allocation from internal
remain a challenge for WFP’s
commitment to the Government
to cover food assistance gaps.
There have also been operational
challenges to enable CBT
through the social protection
system.
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Sustain and Scale-up: In
The impact of COVID-19 and the tropical
storms Amanda and Cristobal complicate
migration and multidimensional poverty. In

El Salvador

WFP’s food security trend analysis conducted
in October 2020 revealed that the country
faces food security deterioration after
cultivation by the storms and the threats of
of occurrence of “La Niña” phenomena. After
the deep economic recession remains latent
in the country’s macroeconomic indicators.
Even though family remittances show a slight
unemployment and the Volume of Economic

WFP Global Update on COVID-19: November 2020

Sustain:
small holder farmers to create resilience to climate change
and continues supporting 130 youth in urban areas

Scaling up:
impacted by tropical storms Amanda and Cristobal or by
COVID-19 containment measures.
Support: WFP provides technical assistance to
Government institutions on a range of areas including
assessment.
Telecommunications Sectors
and evacuation shelters during the storms

unconditional cash- based

through livelihood activities.
Support: WFP is ramping up CBT
in coordination with government
from 120,000
partners.
(June plan)

19.2 M

19.2 M

Key constraints: The severe
impact of Tropical Storm Amanda
while COVID-19 imposed new
constraints on a sudden onset
emergency response. Funding
shortfalls remain a challenge for
full implementation.
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Sustain:
severely food insecure or with acutely malnourished
Before the pandemic and the current impact
assessment found 2.3 million people to

started in October.
Scale up: WFP plans to complement the Government’s

Sustain and Scale-up:

unconditional cash-based

Guatemala

doubled the number of people facing severe
food insecurity: WFP’s remote assessment
estimates 4 million people have a poor food
food insecure. WFP is concerned about the

Note: as of November WFP is leveraging its cash-based
transfer platform established during COVID-19 to rapidly
extend emergency support to households evacuated during

Support: WFP is providing services to the Government
to support the implementation of national programmes
responding to the COVID-19 emergency:

data collection has been limited due to
deploying nutrition brigades countrywide to
assess the situation.

WFP Global Update on COVID-19: November 2020

Government’s Food Programme
Supporting with digital platforms to strengthen the
reliability and transparency of the Food Programme
Supporting with VAM capacity for remote assessment of
food security during the pandemic.
Supporting the Government’s National Nutrition brigades
with “search teams” to identify cases of acute malnutrition.

capacity strengthening.
Support: WFP continued to
provide procurement and
(no change
other services to support the
from June
Government’s large- scale
plan)
emergency programming.
Key constraint: Funding
shortfalls (over 80% of
the main challenge for full
implementation.

21 M

Sustain and Scale-up: In
COVID-19 has further aggravated hunger
found that more than 70% of households
experienced decreased income following
containment measures. The cost of the

Sustain and Scale-up:
home food rations before resuming its school feeding

imported products has decreased. Surveys

Haiti

WFP adapted its school meals to

around 39% have been consuming only 1
meal a day in their households in recent
months.
Support: WFP is leading the Logistics Sector and providing
moderate to severe hunger before the
pandemic. The August 2020 IPC results show
4 million people facing acute food insecurity

to approximately 4.4 million (46% of the
analysed population).
Gang violence is high and the security context
end of the current President’s term is fuelling
political tensions.

WFP Global Update on COVID-19: November 2020

unconditional cash-based
transfers and provided school

National Food Security Coordination) to expand the
national registry of vulnerable population (SIMAST) in the
coming months WFP provides storage capacity to health

Support: WFP continues to
enable the humanitarian
from 300,000
community through logistics
(June plan)
coordination and humanitarian

108.4 M

through a humanitarian corridor
with Dominican Republic.
Constraints: A deteriorating
security context impacts WFP
and partner access and ability
to deliver at scale. Funding
shortfalls relative to the scale of
needs impeded the humanitarian
community’s ability to reduce
needs and contribute to stability.
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Sustain and Scale-up: In
While assessments are underway to
determine the level of needs across the 1.6

Sustain: WFP continues to implement its nutrition and
resilience activities as well as school-meal programme

pandemic has aggravated food insecurity:
rations).
Scale Up:

Honduras

by restrictions of movements in both urban
and rural areas. A WFP and ILO joint study
estimates that around 2.1 million people

and nutrition assistance.

Note: as of November WFP is leveraging pre-positioned

continue with the regular payment of their
employees.

WFP Global Update on COVID-19: November 2020

women and girls through

Support:
protection systems and reinforce targeting mechanisms to

(no change
Support: WFP continued its
from June
technical assistance to the
plan)

41.8 M

23.3 M

a sub-regional hub to facilitate
humanitarian response; this hub
provided a vital prepositioning
facility when Eta hit.
Key constraints: Funding
shortfalls remain a challenge for
full implementation of response.
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Sustain: Support for the national school feeding
Nicaragua has been directly impacted by
determine the needs of vulnerable people
as COVID-19 has further aggravated the

supporting food production and commercialization.

Sustain: WFP maintained its

Scale-up:
through school feeding and
livelihood support.

vulnerable Dry Corridor subsistence farmers’ climate
an additional meal through the national school feeding

Nicaragua

the country into the worst economic crisis of
the last 30 years.

moderate and severe acute undernutrition in
37% of municipalities.
The socioeconomic impact of the pandemic is

CEPAL estimates that COVID-19 could lead

delivering technical assistance and inputs to establish
vegetable gardens
Note: as of November WFP is leveraging local purchases to

Support:
Technical support to implement biosafety protocols for the
entire food delivery chain.

Support: WFP provided hygiene
Response
plan under
discussion
– Hurricane
Eta impact
assessments
ongoing

Government counterparts are
receiving hygiene items.

16.8 M

Key constraints: The absence
of a COVID-19 Government
emergency declaration has
a response plan and raise funds
to mitigate additional needs
beyond the adaptation of its
existing regular programming.

hurricanes.
WFP also aims to continue expanding support to
smallholder farmers.

WFP Global Update on COVID-19: November 2020
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Sustain and Scale-up: WFP
reoriented its portfolio and
began direct assistance with

Sustain: WFP continues focusing on capacity
strengthening: reprioritization of activities and adjustment
of pre-COVID19 operation to the current context.
relies on the informal sector. The economic
slowdown and movement restrictions limited
households’ access to basic needs and people
resorted to negative coping strategies.

Scale-up:
vulnerable people not included in the national social

Estimates indicate that severe food insecurity

Peru

to the impact of COVID-19. The situation
is dire for migrants: WFP data shows that
prior to COVID-19 nearly 20 percent of
Venezuelans were concerned about not
having enough food to cover their needs.
Venezuelan migrants will be severely food

by 26 October.

Support: Strengthen Government’s response through
continuous capacity strengthening. Logistics augmentation
activities in support of the National Institute of Civil

Support: WFP has provided
logistics support to the
Government for food
households (including
(no change
from June households). Since the launch
plan)

distribution of food items and non-food items for

12 M

3.4 M

US$ 426M

US$ 177M

private sector and international

government’s capacities
to design and implement a model to reduce the spread

criteria and introduced new

insecure.

for direct assistance are

implements a contact tracing system and provides food

completed necessary operational
adjustments. Funding shortfalls
remain an obstacle.

LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN

3.17 M
(June Plan)
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MIDDLE
EAST,
CENTRAL
ASIA AND
NORTH
AFRICA

COVID-19 IMPLICATIONS ON FOOD SECURITY

WFP IMMEDIATE RESPONSE

COVID-19
SCALE-UP
BENEFICIARIES

EVIDENCE OF ACTIVITIES IMPLEMENTED TO SUSTAIN/ SCALEUP ASSISTANCE TO BENEFICIARIES
JULY – TO DATE

PIPELINE
REQUIREMENTS IN
US$ MILLIONS
(NOV - APR)

NET FUNDING
REQUIREMENTS IN
US$ MILLIONS
(NOV - APR)

The COVID-19 pandemic hit Algeria at
a time when the economy was already
Government has been providing support
to vulnerable communities but the full
extent of the socio-economic impact of this
crisis is still being assessed with the help of

Sustain:
•
General food assistance
•
Nutrition support to prevent and treat

•

Algeria

The Sahrawi refugees in Tindouf remain
almost fully dependent on external
assistance. Only 12 percent of the refugees
were food secure before the crisis and
malnutrition and anaemia are major
challenges. The COVID-19 pandemic poses
a threat to this vulnerable population with

•

Complementary livelihood activities to
ensure availability of fresh foods.
School Feeding to support return.

Scale-up: To
with unconditional support for three months.

Sustain:
vulnerable people with General Food Assistance
(no change support return and attendance.
from June
plan) Scale-up:

10.2 M

up between May and July
Support: Algerian Government with a socio-

of economic opportunities and an increase
in food insecurity in the camps remains a
possibility.
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Sustain:
people.

of Armenians lived below the poverty
increased job losses and negative impacts
on national production capacities due to
COVID-19 have increased vulnerabilities
and food insecurity.

•
•

Armenia
•

(no change
from June
plan)

WFP supported the Ministry of Labour and
school children from vulnerable families

4.4 M

0.0 M

•

safety net.

Support:

Support: WFP is providing technical support
to the National food grain reserve and food
systems.

WFP Global Update on COVID-19: November 2020

Scale-up:
•
people facing food insecurity due to
COVID-19 jointly with the Ministry of Labour

marginalized) jointly with the Ministry of

vulnerable households through cash-based
transfers.
coupled with the continued alarming
spread of COVID-19 is straining the system.
Medical facilities have surpassed their
capacity to care for COVID-19 patients.
Spontaneous arrivals from Nagorno-

Sustain:
school children.

Scale-up:
including:
•

Science and Sports (MoESS) to develop a
strategy for organizing a school feeding
programme.
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Sustain:

COVID-19 restrictions have had serious
socio-economic impacts on already
vulnerable communities. The Government
expanded social protection interventions
and increased coverage of social safety

Egypt

million casual laborers who have no
access to existing safety nets are also
being supported with cash assistance as
compensation for lost income. Following a
Egypt is now witnessing a second wave of
COVID-19 cases. The Government closely
(including tourism) and is enforcing
with national funds and support from the
international community.

in Egypt.
Scale-up: To assist:
•
under the national safety net with
unconditional cash-based transfers during
the period June – November.
•
communities with unconditional cashbased transfers during the period June –
November.
•
children under 2 with nutrition support for
3 months during July - September.
Support:
•
Egyptian COVID-19 Response Information

Sustain and scale-up:
provided:

unconditional cash assistance;

(no change
from June of age;
plan)
members.

63.7 M

Support: WFP has provided support to the
Government by setting up the Egyptian
integrated GIS-based platform that consolidates

•

Government entities.
Rapid assessments on impact of COVID-19
on vulnerable communities and related
data collection.

•
•
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data visualization.
Enhanced technologies for hotline.
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The Government does not foresee a severe
impact on the food security situation
because of COVID-19. Any impact will be

Sustain:
•
refugees.
•
Conditional support to girl refugees to
incentivize educational activities.
•
Conditional support to school children in
primary and secondary school through
Sustain & Scale-up:
•

and interventions.

Iran

The situation of the refugees will remain

receive any form of subsidy from the
government will have a hugely negative
impact on the life and livelihood of this
vulnerable population.

home-schooling ration).
Conditional support to refugees especially
women to facilitate livelihood activities.

Scale up:
•
cash ration and lentils to mitigate the
incomes due to COVID-19
•

and lentils;
settlements received an extra cash ration top(no change
consumption.
from June
plan)
Support:
WFP supported the government and partners by
providing hygiene items and personal protective

3.4 M

0.0 M

informative brochure on personal hygiene

Support:
•
Government emergency preparedness and
response.
•
Provision of hygiene items and PPE to
settlement managers and warehouse
refugees and food distribution.

WFP Global Update on COVID-19: November 2020
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Sustain:
including food insecure displaced people and
The fall in global oil prices has dramatically
impacted the economy. This may impede
the Government’s ability to sustain social
protection activities. A new Government is
being formed after months of civil unrest.

Iraq

vulnerable communities as well as students
supported through school-feeding programme
in 11 governorates.
Scale up:
refugee camps.

were susceptible to food insecurity. A
impact of COVID-19 could double the
prior to the crisis. WFP estimated that
immediate food assistance.

[WFP and the Ministry of Education are
discussing a nationwide coverage of the School
Feeding programme once schools open. Not yet
captured in scale-up budget].
Support:

Sustain & Scale-up:
•
•
included for CBT assistance.

(no change
from June
plan) Support: Two rounds of joint WFP/FAO/World

60.9 M

conducted.

impact of COVID-19 on food security.
Social protection reform including the reform of
the Government’s Public Distribution System.

Assessments indicate a substantial
increase in the number of food insecure
refugees as compared to pre-COVID-19

food insecurity. Food consumption

Jordan
a lesser degree. The National Aid Fund

deterioration in the aftermath of COVID-19
may result in protests if a clear bailout
plan is not proposed.

Sustain:
refugees with unconditional cash-based
transfers both in camps and urban settings. The
number has increased since the June plan and
includes the additional COVID-19 caseload.
Scale up:
a COVID-19 scale-up response plan to include an
additional refugee caseload as well as vulnerable
host community members.
Support: Establish mVAM and support the
Government’s COVID-19 response in partnership
governmental social-safety nets actor.

Sustain:
refugees with unconditional cash- based
transfer was maintained
Scale-up:
(no change
from June
planned).
plan)

66.0 M

Support: WFP is partnering with the NAF to
strengthen the social safety net.
Financial support to cover the salary costs of

vulnerable Jordanian individuals through the
National Aid Fund’s digital payments schemes.
WFP Global Update on COVID-19: November 2020
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Sustain:
through productive safety net activities and
The COVID-19 pandemic caused serious
socioeconomic impacts across Kyrgyzstan

children from rural families.
Scale up:

reductions in domestic and external

Kyrgyzstan

production.
The Government estimated that about 1.8

(residents of social inpatient institutions).
Emergency food assistance for two months to
Early recovery assistance to support vulnerable
smallholder farmers to restore livelihoods.

line. The Government prioritizes food
respond to the impact of COVID-19.

Support:
Enhance social protection schemes for
emergency response.
across the country and regular socio-economic
analysis and micro simulations.
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Scale-up:
(no change emergency food assistance and agreed with
from June Ministry of Labour and Social Development
plan) to launch in November a Cash-based transfer
programme in 23 urban and semi-urban
locations.

1.7 M

and rising prices seen throughout 2020

Sustain:

economic vulnerabilities and food security
including those not usually considered
vulnerable.
The impact of COVID-19 measures has

Lebanon

strained the country’s stretched healthcare
system. The explosion at Beirut Port on 4
August places further strain on the ability
of people in Lebanon to meet their food
food supply chains and prices.

the 2020 Vulnerability Assessment of
Syrian Refugees show that 88 percent of
Syrian refugees (1.32 million people) are
now living below the survival minimum
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Scale up:
Lebanese as part of the COVID-19 and economic
crisis response.
refugee families living in informal tented
due to COVID-19 movement restrictions.

cash-based assistance [Note: additional scale-up
under consideration].
Scale-up of National Poverty Targeting

Sustain & Scale-up: WFP has sustained and
scaled-up its response including to households

seen WFP assist on average 1 million people per
from 450,000
(June plan) the Beirut blast response. WFP aims to reach

272.2 M

transfer values have been gradually adjusted in

Support: Capacity strengthening support
for the national social protection system on
mechanisms.
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Sustain:
food-insecure and vulnerable people in
complementary interventions that improve food
security and nutrition.
While all activities have resumed or been

a challenge as food remains among the

Libya

measures have further exacerbated this
need.

number of food insecure people in Libya

whole economy faces multi-dimensional

the Food For Asset and Food for Training
activities were suspended due to movement
restrictions and suspension of gathering by the
authorities since March 2020.

Sustain

Scale up:

Scale-up: Commodity e-voucher General

persons.
Support:
•
Capacity strengthening support on
vulnerability mapping and monitoring.
•
Strengthening COVID-19 impact data
through innovative data collection for
migrant populations with IOM (e.g. WFP

•
•
•

with the exception of FFA/FFT.

(no change
from June
plan)

16.9 M

Support:
Fund proposal to support the Government with
the scale-up of the national socio-economic
response to the pandemic

Migration Pulse and IOM Migration Flow
Survey);
Assessment on Agriculture and Livelihood;
mVAM with nutrition indicators;

around the border areas.
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it is expected that the share of poor
households will increase to 30% in the

Sustain: Maintain the value and number of
people targeted under unconditional cash
transfers to existing food insecure caseloads

modality.

Sustain

Scale up: Cash-based support to additional

assistance with increased voucher value for 3

unemployment rate in Palestine reached

Palestine

these levels increased. The Palestinian
economy is expected to contract in 2020
worsening situation across all vulnerable
groups. A recent study by PCBS shows
61% of the households are worried about

household’s monthly expenditure on food
supplies has decreased by 41%.

resource permitting. There is a larger increase in
needs due to limited resources.

from 65,000
(June plan)

40.3 M

28.1 M

Scale-up:
with CBT assistance for 6 months (May-October).

Gaza Strip for three months (November 2020 to
January 2021).
Support: Essential Needs Targeting.

WFP Global Update on COVID-19: November 2020
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The IPC results project 9.6 million people
(21% of the population) to experience crisis
increase from the initial projections of 6.2
million in 2020. Economic downturn and

September 2020 reached 212% and food
prices erode purchasing power. According

Sudan

Sustain:
•
people (IDPs and refugees).
•
children during school closures.
•
Nutrition-sensitive programming and
capacity strengthening.
•
Asset creation activities and technical
assistance through safety nets.
Scale-up:
•
•

limiting their ability to invest in livelihoods.
incidents is rising (tribal clashes in West

•

Provide food parcels in cooperation
with the Ministry of Labour and Social
Khartoum
Increase coverage of schools feeding and
nutrition programmes for an additional
when schools reopen (end November)

•

respectively.
Review cash-based transfer (CBT) value in
food prices.

Sustain and scale-up
WFP reached 3.2 million people with food
livelihoods support.
The gradual scale-up of food assistance has
started in six states.

assistance) to 1.8 million people to mitigate the
impact of COVID-19 containment measures was

from
4,591,300
CBT values for food assistance and productive
(June Plan)
safety nets have been increased and will
continue to be revised according to the
evolution of the context.

348 M

128.6 M

Key constraints:
impacting port operations and movement
impassibility of roads and other operational
constraints have slowed down the movement
hampering the speed of the scale-up and
impacting the implementation of activities.

Note: needs for a growing refugee caseload not yet
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Sustain

The ongoing deterioration of the
Sustain: Critical support to 4.8 million food
insecure and displaced people and returnees

(date bars) are distributed with the GFA ration to
children usually receiving date bars in schools
but not due to closures.

Syria

situation could exacerbate social unrest.
Food security in Syria has deteriorated
considerably. In April 2020 the total
number of food insecure was projected
at 9.3 million. This is the highest number

feeding.
Scale-up: Support to 1.4 million newly

from Scale-up:
1,400,000 Since June WFP is providing food rations
(June Plan) to Quarantine Centres hosting vulnerable
population suspected of COVID-19 infection:

311.6 M

the end of 2020.

groups include IDPs and refugees.

Sustain:

The economic situation is rapidly

Tajikistan

reduction of remittances has resulted
in reduced purchasing power of basic
commodities that are imported (food
and fuel). Income from remittances has
are unable to travel or send money due
to wage labour has become extremely
disruptions have been reported such as
an increase of transport costs and partially

malnutrition.

and treatment of moderate acute malnutrition.
Scale-up:

of vulnerable school children (reduced from

early school closures.
Scale up:
children under 2 and pregnant and lactating
support.
Scale up Food assistance For Assets through

from 302,500
(June Plan)

16.1 M

8M

Support:
plans developed. WFP and FAO implemented

individuals.
Support: to the government in designing and
implementing COVID-19 preparedness and
response plans.
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Sustain: Ongoing projects reaching over

response plans.
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Scale-up:
by school closure because of COVID-19.

security and labour migration as well as

Support:
•
A food security and vulnerability in-depth
assessment with the Ministry of Agriculture
is ongoing.
•

Tunisia

remittances.

•

determine appropriate food assistance
modalities with the Union Tunisienne de
Solidarité Sociale
Support Ministry of Education in digitalising

(no change Scale-up:
from June since June
plan)

2M

school canteens in order to allow its
integration with the database of the
•
•

WFP Global Update on COVID-19: November 2020

Cost of Diet study completed for Tunis and
ongoing for other regions in Tunisia.
Fill the Nutrient Gap study ongoing.
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WFP’s assessment on COVID-19 Pandemic
impact on Refugees living in-camps based
2020 showed that few refugees still had
following the implementation of COVID-19

Sustain:
in-camp refugees and training and livelihood
activities for refugees and host community.
Scale-up:
urban refugee households (largely non-Syrian
vulnerable refugee who are not eligible for other
Sustain: unconditional cash assistance to
protection scheme.

increase in the minimum expenditure

Turkey

have been relying on cheaper or lesser
preferred food. On average three out of
four households had used some form
of negative coping strategy in the 30

and 18 percent bought food on credit to
meet their basic needs.
Soup Kitchens baseline surveys conducted
in August showed that 66 percent of

half host community) in two cohorts to reduce

(no change Scale-up:
from June
plan) nationals.
cafés and restaurants given COVID-19-related
closures.
Support: WFP is supporting the Government to
ensure full coverage of camps in the event of a

34.9 M

Support:
September.

Assessment Report and Socio-Economic
needs arisen due to the pandemic.

poor diet. Findings indicate that 77 percent

WFP Global Update on COVID-19: November 2020
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Despite gains made in improving food

Sustain: WFP has maintained its operation
reaching 8.76 million people in August 2020 with
life-saving assistance.
Over 1 million students across 63 districts were

indicates that these gains have already
been reversed in light of increased

academic year due to COVID-19.

humanitarian assistance.

Sustain : Critical support to 13 million people

Scale-up:
in nine governorates were supported with
immediate response rations (IRR) to cover the

prevalence of households with
severe deprivation in food (poor food
consumption) since October 2018. The

general food assistance; Treatment and
prevention of moderate acute malnutrition;
Livelihoods and resilience activities; school
feeding activities
Scale-up: Provide Immediate response rations

Yemen

food insecure. Within these 230 districts:
Support:
•
the Government and partners through

Support: WFP chartered a second vessel

the Aiden port]
KEY CONSTRAINT:
(no change
from June
plan)
Pledging Conference in June when pledges
remained limited. Following the reduction of
food assistance in the areas under the control

864.8 M

438.1 M

US$ 2,468M

US$ 1,160M

the health system
•
in the northern governorates is still in place and
in the levels of humanitarian assistance
isolation facilities.
million people. It’s noteworthy that following
in further deterioration.
A partial IPC is available for the southern
28 percent in May to 46 percent in September.
northern governorates is expected midNovember.

TOTAL MIDDLE EAST, CENTRAL ASIA AND NORTH
AFRICA
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(June Plan)
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SOUTHERN
AFRICA

COVID-19 IMPLICATIONS ON FOOD SECURITY

expected to remain in recession in 2020
and the global slowdown resulting from
the impacts of COVID-19. This will limit
the Government’s ability to provide social
safety nets and protect incomes during
Macroeconomic data shows that the cost
of living (including food prices) has been

Angola

AOA exchange rate has also grown from
October. The purchasing power of vulnerable
their opportunities for employment and
self-reliance are limited amid the contraction
of the national economy. The social and

WFP IMMEDIATE RESPONSE

COVID-19
SCALE-UP
BENEFICIARIES

Sustain: WFP continues its refugee assistance activities
in the province of Lunda Norte to ensure that Congolese
refugees are able to meet their basic food and nutrition

EVIDENCE OF ACTIVITIES IMPLEMENTED
TO SUSTAIN/ SCALE-UP ASSISTANCE TO
BENEFICIARIES
JULY – TO DATE

PIPELINE
REQUIREMENTS IN
US$ MILLIONS
(NOV - APR)

NET FUNDING
REQUIREMENTS IN
US$ MILLIONS
(NOV - APR)

Sustain
refugees were assisted in Lunda
Norte province as part of the
regular response in support of
refugees from the DRC.

Support: Following the signature of a Technical Assistance
Support: In October 76 MT of
support to the Government through
•
assessment and malnutrition;
•
and on-demand supply chain services to enable

WFP supports the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries
to ensure timely and comprehensive food security and
nutrition assessments.
WFP supports health provincial authorities and partners
to scale up community screening activities for 1.1 million

food for vulnerable populations over the
coming months.

(no change
from June
plan)

Luanda for the implementation of
the MAM project by the Provincial
assisting in delivering trainings to
health providers on malnutrition
treatment.

4.7 M

training on the household food
consumption indicator and the
use of mobile monitoring (MVAM)
which was rolled out in October.

health providers on treatment.
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Sustain:
people with food and nutrition
assistance. Distributions
are conducted with physical

WFP adjusted its school feeding

The Democratic Republic of the Congo
(DRC) has the highest number of food
insecure people globally. It continues to face

Sustain:
provinces.
Kasai.
Scale-up: In preparation for
the urban social safety net

Scale-up:
people in IPC3+ not yet supported through existing
large scale displacement).

Democratic
Republic of
Congo

As a result of COVID-19-induced price

prices have recently started to stabilize and
return to pre-COVID levels in most places.

Katanga.

Kinshasa.
•
the Government in an initiative aimed at mitigating
the secondary impacts of COVID-19 on children and
their families by helping cushion the loss of income.
•
The programme aims to support the most vulnerable

Support: WFP is reinforcing technical support to mitigate
further needs:

percent of households have disrupted access

developed to guide the use of
safe biometric registration in the
context of
COVID-19- initially suspended at
from
945,100
(June plan)

171.0 M
gradually being reinstated with
strict safety protocols.
WFP contributed to a nutrition
operational action plan to
integrate nutrition into the
COVID-19 response and to help
improve nutrition for patients with
COVID-19.

COVID induced urban needs are met.
Constraints: WFP’s cash

leading to the suspension of
distributions for non- refugee
expected to return in November.

Serious pipeline challenges
for specialised nutrition
commodities.
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A sharp decline in economic activities
support to vulnerable communities may
Sustain: WFP is sustaining its critical support
is expected – doubling the need – due to
and COVID-19 containment measures. The

community-led child-care centres/Neighbourhood Care
Points.

Scale-up:

Scale-up:
•
Extending crisis-response assistance in the form

Eswatini

from 65,500
(June Plan)

Partial opening of schools disrupted school
for 80% of the school children relying on
the program. Assistance needs related to

–March 2021) are being supported
with cash-based transfers (CBT).
WFP is scaling up CPT to support

6.3 M

chronic illnesses.
•

Support 300 smallholder farmers to access formal

dependent rural households during the
lean season and urban daily wage earners

COVID-19 pandemic.
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Sustain: As part of the national
months of Super Cereal (total
households targeting pregnant
and lactating women (PLW)
through local retailers who
received COVID-19 prevention
training.
Preparations are underway for

Scale-up:
COVID-19 impacts negatively on the food
Expand WFP’s food-assistance-for-assets to mitigate
the impact of livelihood disruptions and to support

Lesotho

a horizontal expansion of social protection
through the provision of cash-based
transfers to the most vulnerable households
home rations to school children.

Scale-up/support: Complement the Governments’
expansion of the social protection safety net by providing
six-month assistance to households with vulnerable

from
362,370
(June Plan)

centres.

21 M

Scale-up/Support: WFP started
an expansion of the national
Public Assistance Programme.
ongoing in three southern
Quthing) and 3 northern districts

assisted in July.
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Scale-up: WFP rapidly scaled up
crop losses continue to drive up the food
security and nutrition needs.
An atypically severe lean season is unfolding
in Southern Madagascar. Data shows a
and nutrition situation. According to
FEWSNET projections released in October

people by re-orienting existing
Lean Season Assistance (LSA)
resources towards the worstSustain: Available resources allow WFP to pursue
life-saving assistance for two months (October and
November) and lean season response for four months

COVID-19 response through cashbased transfers in urban areas is
ongoing;

Scale-up:

Madagascar

Regions) are all experiencing ‘Crisis’ (IPC
vulnerable households already slipping into

(January-March).
The Food Security and livelihood Cluster
of emergency life-saving food assistance
apart from the outgoing lean season
response.
The Crop and Food security assessments are
ongoing. The IPC exercise is expected to be
conducted in November 2020.
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people in need through GFD combined with prevention of
acute malnutrition among pregnant and lactating women
as well as children aged from 6 to 23 months

from
651,800
(June Plan)

Food distributions related to the
lean season response started in
mid-October to meet immediate
food needs of acute food

42 M

socio-economic impacts of the
pandemic COVID-19.
treatment of acute malnutrition will also be scaled up in
communes under nutritional emergency and alert levels.

Support: WFP is supporting
the Government in conducting
multisectoral rapid assessment
better analyse needs related to
food security;
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Sustain: WFP is adapting to sustain and reinforce critical
Sustain
The country has enjoyed good crop

activities have been rolled out in
the month of August with focus
on land resources. The activities
are being implemented with strict

Scale-up: WFP is supporting the Government in
harmonising the urban cash crisis COVID-19 response
to localised food insecurity due to access

Malawi

particularly in urban and peri-urban areas.
IPC analysis for the 2020/2021 Lean Season
indicates that some 0.6 million people

leveraging the social protection system to the extent
possible.
Support:
•
Technical guidance to the development of

insecure IPC4 across the country’s four major
•
An additional 2 million people across rural
Phase 3 (crisis) during the upcoming lean
season (December 2020 and March 2021.)

•

Leverage WFP’s outreach to support COVID-19
prevention through social and behavioural change
communication
Co-lead the National Logistics Cluster including
support to the health response by erecting
and supporting health cargo reception and onforwarding.

in urban and
peri urban
areas
from
1,106,240
(June Plan)

including reduced number of

48.2 M

21 M

to distribute Personal Protective

facilities.

•
including in urban areas in light of Covid-19.
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are escalating an already alarming food

Sustain and Scale-up: Plans
are ongoing to shift the national
school feeding programme to

Sustain and Scale-up: Including:
•

families’ coping capacities. Prior to

COVID-19 related school closures.
The monthly IDP caseload is rapidly increasing as

were projected to be food insecure. Food

Between January and October
assistance to IDPs in Cabo

compound the impact of COVID on nutrition
•

higher import costs and increased prices
few months COVID-19 will continue to

Mozambique

•
•

source of income and livelihood for many
Mozambicans.

Cabo Delgado presents one of the highest
COVID-19 infections rates. The situation in
Cabo Delgado is seeing an alarming increase

province and to neighbouring provinces of
Nampula and Niassa. The number of IDPs
have tripled in recent months in comparison
to displacement levels in early 2020. Nonstate armed groups (NSAG) retain control of
strategic locations in the province. Despite

part of the school feeding programme; Maintaining

•
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WFP is providing food assistance
to open humanitarian access to

(no change
from June
plan)

spread of COVID-19 with Nampula
and Cabo Delgado among the

school-feeding home rations ;
Expand treatment and prevention of acute

Support:
•
gap analysis and technical assistance
•

•
humanitarian access to hard-to-reach areas
in Cabo Delgado.

national contingency plan approved/released by the
Council of Ministers).
Support Government to scale up the social assistance
through 3-month unconditional mobile money
transfers to the most vulnerable households living in
urban and semi-urban areas;
Lean Season Food assistance to the most food
insecure in rural settings;
Food assistance for people in COVID-19 isolation and

selection
Collaborate with the Government to expand its social
protection system

Support
ILO are supporting the design
and implementation of the
Government’s social protection
response with a focus on urban
and peri-urban areas.

operation to enable WFP and
humanitarian actors to deliver
assistance to IDPs in Cabo
Delgado.

98.7 M

COVID-19 has compounded years of

Sustain: Food assistance is provided to communities

a reduction in economic activities and

retroviral therapy and their family members.
Scale-up:

people are in IPC 3+ (18% of population);
Scale-up:
worsening food security situation (IPC 2020).

Namibia

insecurity projected to span from October
2020 to March 2021. Over 70% of the

Support:
•
A CBT programme will be designed targeting people
living in informal settlements while building the
capacity of the Government on CBTs
•
Support the Government with digital solutions

from 39,400
(June Plan)

and emergency support to

4.8 M

4.6 M

42.8 M

31.0 M

people.

unemployment. COVID-19 cases are rising
government relief food Programmes.
•
informal sector.
The Republic of Congo is heavily dependent

hospitals and health facilities.
Scale-up:

increase in food prices is observed for
loss of income increases needs for both poor
urban and rural communities. The national
budget has been cut in half for 2020 and

Republic of
the Congo

A June 2020 assessment on the impact of
Covid-19 on food security and nutrition in

to severely food insecure in the outlying arrondissements
of Brazzaville;
Treatment and prevention of Moderate Acute

and Pointe-Noire.

population was launched using internal resource allocation

nutrition is also impacted: the assessment
shows that only 48% had an acceptable diet.
Global Acute Malnutrition in urban areas
and low attendance rates in health centres.
The situation is further aggravated by recent
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Support:
•
Provide on-demand logistics services to the Ministry
and medicine
•
sensitization activities around gender-based violence

from
365,000
(June Plan)

Support:
through the distribution of cashtransfers in collaboration with the
Government and Caritas.

Sustain: WFP sustains life-saving activities in support of

WFP is monitoring food security in urban
Scale-up: WFP is more than doubling its crisis response
in the near future with the onset of the lean
season.
WFP Tanzania has been implementing mVAM

Tanzania
Results show a stable trend in the proportion
of households with poor and borderline

•

•

Cash transfers to cover the food gap for nearly

nutritionally vulnerable women and children.
WFP will continue to monitor food security through
mVAM especially as we approach the lean season.

(no change
from June
plan)

Refugees: COVID-19 preventative
measures continue to be in place
including: 42-day distribution

23.8 M
distancing practices; and handwashing stations.

Support:
•
to face challenges in accessing food in the
coming months.

communicate messages on COVID-19 and nutrition
•
telecommunications service support to humanitarian
community.
•

The Government has prioritized social
cushion the negative impact of the crisis. As
the loss of revenue from export of copper
and a decline in tourism has hampered the

Zambia

and partners designed an Emergency Cash
as loss of income for the informal traders
residing in the peri-urban and urban areas.
Rural populations are expected to depend
on their own subsistence production in
the short-term because of a good food
harvest mainly for staple and additional food
supplements such as pulses.
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Scale up: WFP is extending its support to an additional
Scale-up:
CBT distributions as part of its
COVID-19 response in urban

are food insecurity due to COVID-19 and existing Social
Cash Transfer recipients.
Support:
household food security monitoring;
Disbursement through mobile money cash to the food
Nutrition advocacy focusing on encouraging ECT
recipients to access and consume nutritious foods;

(no change
from June
plan)

14.1 M
Chilanga and Kafue to cover their
food and other essential needs for
four months (July – October).

0M

Zimbabwe has endured a combination
Sustain and scale-up: In
humanitarian and food security emergency.
The number of food insecure people reached

Zimbabwe

WFP projects 8.6 million people to be food
insecure by the end of 2020 (3.3 million
in urban areas). The COVID-19 pandemic
has increased exposure to economic
remittances) and stretched the coping
capacity of vulnerable communities.

Sustain and Scale-up: WFP is scaling up its crisis
response activities in a phased manner.

were reached with food
distributions – and for the period
October-December 2020 WFP is
scaling up assistance to reach

million people in IPC3+ from July through September
million between January and April 2021.

(no change
from June
plan)

WFP’s COVID-19 response plan also envisages a more

333.6 M

283.4 M

US$ 1,100M

US$ 696M

reached with e-vouchers and
modalities. October and
November disbursements (double
disbursement) are ongoing
targeting the full caseload.

the 2020 harvest yielded an overall cereal
million MT needed for consumption.

TOTAL SOUTHERN AFRICA

7.69 M
(June Plan)
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WEST AND
CENTRAL
AFRICA

COVID-19 IMPLICATIONS ON FOOD SECURITY

WFP IMMEDIATE RESPONSE

COVID-19
SCALE-UP
BENEFICIARIES

EVIDENCE OF ACTIVITIES IMPLEMENTED
TO SUSTAIN/ SCALE-UP ASSISTANCE TO
BENEFICIARIES
JULY – TO DATE

PIPELINE
REQUIREMENTS IN
US$ MILLIONS
(NOV - APR)

NET FUNDING
REQUIREMENTS
IN US$ MILLIONS
(NOV - APR)

23.3 M

1.2 M

111.4 M

68.9 M

Sustain:
Net food importers have experienced a
sharp drop in revenues and remittances.
The context of pandemic coupled with

closures.

up of humanitarian response.

Scale-up:
months (Jul to Dec 2020).

Benin
(and at certain degree Nigeria) remain
serious threats to Benin’s stability and
food security. It is projected that some
insecure.

Support:
•
‘Logistics
and Resources Mobilization’;
•
Reinforce food security analysis through new mVAM;
support the design and implementation of country
food assistance strategy; and support the expansion
and strategic shift or national social protection
programme.

Sustain
rations where schools are closed. In
(no change
from June
plan)
Support: WFP supported the
development of the National Food
Assistance Strategy

Sustain and Scale-up: During the lean
the continued insecurity and the ongoing

Sustain:
additional COVID caseloads. Nutritious

Burkina
Faso

from October to December 2020.
armed groups.
According to the Cadre Harmonisé in July
food insecure during the current lean
Cadre
Harmonisé.

Scale-up:
targeted to be supported through unconditional food

Support: Reinforce food security analysis through new
mVAM.

Captured provided.
within
existing Support
programme partners to conduct a recent food
of work
which served as the main data source
for the Cadre Harmonisé held in July.
Food security monitoring and analysis
systems have also been considerably
of mVAM.
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The latest Cadre Harmonisé projected
Sustain: Continue delivering life-saving assistance

Sustain and Scale-up:

2020 due to COVID-19. This represents
about 19% of the total population of
Cameroon.

provided.
during and after crises.

In addition to the people in the political

Cameroon

Douala where the highest number of

Scale- up
food assistance;

Support: WFP is supporting the
Government’s medical activities
from 86,000
through the installation of mobile
(June Plan)
storage units and tents to store medical

North West and South West are

36.7 M

facilities.
Support

pandemic impacted on access of 60%
of refugees living in host communities
to natural resources and basic social
services.

that can support national food supplies.

The security situation continues to

Sustain and Scale-up:
Sustain:

numbers may increase in the upcoming
dry season when arm groups become
more active ahead of upcoming
presidential elections.

Central
African
Republic

School-based programmes through school meals and

A recent survey by WFP and the WB on
urban household in Bangui and Bimbo

Support:

to 77.7 percent before the COVID-19
representing a drop of 26 points just
COVID-19 was registered in CAR.
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WFP’s 3-month urban operation began

Scale-up:

The May IPC considered the COVID-19
impact and estimated 2.4 million to be
food insecure.

of the surveyed households were able

COVID.

all over the country.

services.

Services.
Strengthen food price monitoring and food security
assessments in urban and peri-urban areas.
support national emergency preparedness and social

in Bouar) with cash-based transfers
(no change
from June
plan)

intervention concluded in September.

in various treatment centres.
Support: The ETC established a
COVID-19 call centre to facilitate
communication between health
partners and humanitarian
organizations.

108.1 M

61.7 M

Insecurity in neighbouring countries
displacements. Curfew and the closure

Sustain: Life-saving assistance to refugees and lean
season safety nets to food insecure households.
Integrated resilience-building activities.

Sustain and Scale-up: As part of the

people’s livelihoods and access to food.
strategies such as early marriage.
Scale-up:
people with cash- based transfers in urban areas within
its existing Country Strategic Plan.

Chad

Ndjamena. Latest estimates show a total

Support:

Captured across eight provinces.
within
existing As part of the lean season response
programme coordinated in parallel with the
of work
vulnerable people planned have

144.8 M

provinces.

agencies on the assessment of COVID crisis impact on
Cadre Harmonisé
government for the response.

Sustain: Flood emergency response and resilience
activities for the restoration of household livelihoods
While the household food security
situation in Côte d’Ivoire had seen

Côte
d’Ivoire

deterioration of the country’s overall food
security situation in 2020.

Scale-up: A Budget Revision has been carried out to
of President Alassane Ouattara
announcement of a third term have led
to increasingly recurrent demonstrations
ahead of the October elections—
potentially complicating the food security
situation.
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Sustain: WFP is providing life-saving

National capacity building activities in nutrition and food
security assessment will be maintained to inform the
national system in place.
from 300,000
(June plan)

16.6 M

food assistance
violence).
Support: WFP is leading the update to the inter-agency
contingency plan and supporting the Government’s
national Covid-19 response plan.

0M

Latest Pre-harvest and Cadre Harmonisé

The pandemic is projected to increase
the burden of acute malnutrition by 36

Scale-up: WFP has provided 3 months
food supply to isolation and treatment
centres supporting children with
specialized nutrition food. Next: WFP is

Sustain: The school feeding programme will run from

assistance between November 2020 to
March 2021.

percent compared to the same time last

The
Gambia

increase in vulnerable people.

political cleavages that had already
developed well before COVID-19 have led
to growing tensions and instability in the
country- which could further exacerbate
the impact of COVID-19. Combined with
declining malnutrition situation and an

Scale-up:
•
•

from 733,000
(June Plan)

Support

6.4 M
logistical expertise on the handling and

•
Socio-Economic Response Plan (SERP)

Support: WFP’s continues to focus on the provision of
logistics and emergency telecommunications assistance
to the Government to enhance coordination of the health
emergency response.

resilience.

people rural and urban (40% of the
population) needing immediate food
assistance.

Sustain and Scale-up: WFP supported
Sustain: Food security of vulnerable COVID-infected
locally produced specialized nutritious
Ghana accounts for the second

vulnerable daily wage earners in epicentres of the
COVID-19.
Scale-up:

Ghana
Africa region. The daily caseload count
has been on a downward trend.

smallholder farmers) in COVID-19 prevalent areas.

help the CBT distributions in selected
Support: Reinforce food security analysis and food price
the Government.
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Support: WFP supported the
from 53,800
(June Plan)

The country is still recovering from the

intensive care facilities.
to be food insecure by the end of

Guinea

Sustain:
when schools re-open in November 2020 (at least

Sustain and Scale-up: Emergency

rations provided to the most vulnerable populations; and
continuity of adapted Food for Assets COVID-19 activities.
Scale-up:
peri-urban areas will continue to be supported through

related restrictions which has caused loss
of income and comparatively restricted

started in August 2020.
(no change
from June
plan)

Support: WFP is also supporting
the Government’s national Covid-19
response plan and strengthening social
protection.

8.2 M

over a three-month period.
percent for rice.

Support: WFP is leading the logistics support in the
treatment facilities.

confrontation and constitutional reform
loom further instability that disrupts the
country’s response to COVID-19.
WFP’s rapid emergency assessments and

GuineaBissau

Sustain:
Sustain and Scale-up: WFP is

a worsening food security situation and
poverty due to the declined sales price
and the volume of the cashew nuts

resilience.

country’s exports and 10 percent of its
GDP) resulting in economic contraction.

conditional and unconditional cash-based transfers.

percent of the households negative
population is stunted (estimates based
on the food consumption score). Further
deterioration during and post-lean
season between August and October
closely monitored.
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schoolchildren with food and

Scale-up: Launch the social protection lean season

Support:
•
(warehousing and inventory management and
deliveries) to the Government.
•
communication and community sensitization.

from 65,000
(June Plan)

schoolchildren and adolescents. Cash
transfers as social protection measures

Support

9.6 M

3.2 M

Sustain: WFP will distribute onecrisis. With COVID-19 population
movement restrictions enforced over an

Sustain:
during school closures.
Scale-up:

Liberia

particularly in the southeast counties.
Food insecurity projections for 2020
estimate that over 2 million people are

•

rainfall patterns in 2020 have been below
average and may negatively impact food
production levels.

•

and Sinoe).

The coup d’etat on 18 August in Mali has

the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic.
The increase in armed violence is forcing
communities of essential services. As of

Mali

people are recorded.
Restriction measures have resulted in a
shortage of imported food commodities.
The availability of local products in
compared to the same period last year
(April 2020). The food security cluster
projects as many as 3.1 million people to
be in need of food assistance.
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Support: WFP will provide on demand logistics and
emergency telecommunications services.

Sustain: Life-saving assistance to IDP and food insecure
farmers and pastoralists. Resilience building activities as
part of the regional Integrated Resilience Programme are
also sustained.
Scale-up:
•
activities;
•
activities;
Support:
•
Support the Government to prepare for school

•

of school due to Government measures
to curb the spread of the Coronavirus.
Scale-up: Since May WFP has assisted
from
2,065,000
from WFP on behalf of the Government
(June plan)

Following the recent election in Côte
crossed into Liberia.

school children in Nimba and Maryland

Strengthen cooperating partners capacity in
targeting and rapid assessment

34.7 M

Next: A two-month assistance to the
most food insecure households in the
will be provided in December.

Sustain and Scale-up:
WFP assisted over 1.1 million

due to COVID-19. WFP has adapted
continuation of assistance.

from 576,000
(June Plan) reinforced the COVID-19 prevention
measures

pregnant and lactating women
receiving food assistance through WFP
Emergency Response programme.

37.1 M

Sustain: Integrated support for Malian refugees as well as
The colliding impacts of the 2020 lean
season and of the COVID-19 crises is

Mauritania

number of food insecure may have

Scale-up:
supplementary feeding and malnutrition treatment to

percent increase) during the lean season.
Pastoralists and informal traders are

Sustain and Scale-up: WFP reached a
(no change
from June
plan)

direct food assistance (2/3 with
cash-based transfers) and nutrition
assistance.

21.7 M

22.9 M

Support:
increasing food prices.

operations.

Sustain and Scale-up: In the lean
The deteriorating security situation
and Nigeria continues to drive large
population displacements. Nearly
and the country hosts refugees from Mali
and Nigeria.

Niger

A joint analysis in April 2020 estimated
that the food security and livelihoods of

the pre-COVID-19 baseline.
An update of the COVID-19 impact
analysis is underway to assess both the
longer-term impacts that will materialize
over the course of 2021. The analysis
will also consider the progression of the
2020/2021 agropastoral season.
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Sustain:
•
food insecure households (farmers and pastoralists)
•
Resilience-building activities as part of the regional
Integrated Resilience Programme including asset

•
to support the resilience of the education sector.
Scale-up: WFP is supporting the scale up of the National
Adaptive Social Protection Program to assist vulnerable

through cash transfers which will serve as a basis for
income-generating activities and support them after the
crisis.

intervention.

Captured
across Niger were completed before
within
the 31
existing
programme
of work

130.4 M

response.
All COVID-19 induced needs are already
captured within existing programme

medium- and longer-term needs.
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Sustain:
has been adapted to integrate safe distribution practices.
Nutrition support to children and pregnant and lactating
women has been sustained.
Livelihood / asset assistance has been temporarily
adjusted to unconditional support.

Sustain and Scale-up: WFP has
sustained its response providing
double rations in June and in August to
mitigate COVID-19 restrictions and raininduced access challenges.
The conditionality of group-based

Almost 2.7 million people are internally
Scale-up:

Nigeria

where a new crisis is unfolding. According
to the Cadre Harmonisé
4.3 million people in the northeast are
projected to be severely food insecure
of 1.3 million severely food insecure
compared to 2019 lean season.

Planned assistance to a total of 1,976,000 people: 1,720,000
(COVID-19 and Lean Season) and 256,000 (post-harvest

from for three months and partially resumed
3,055,000 from July; households have continued
(June plan)
on.

in Nigeria with further strain on the

people in July) and maintains its
nutrition response.

Support: Technical support on targeting and delivery
already impacted due to the fall in oil
prices.
home rations to 3 million households.
Expand the Cadre Harmonisé countrywide
mVAM has been scaled up to the entire country.

São Tome and Príncipe’s geographical
compounded by fragile health and

São Tomé
and
Príncipe

Sustain: WFP continues to provide country capacity
strengthening support to the government in the areas of
school feeding (policy and legislations) and smallholder
accountability).
Scale-up: WFP revised its CSP to include assistance to

purchasing power.
Increasing levels of food insecurity and
unemployment rate are being observed
in all six national districts and in the
remote region of Principe.
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Support: Support to government and partners through

Support: In collaboration with the

(no change
from June
plan)

also providing individual capacity
strengthening support to targeted
smallholders to increase food

0.3 M

0.2 M

government to plan the re-opening
of the schools in collaboration with

Technical assistance on economic analyses.
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Sustain:
schools reopen.

Senegal

Food security is closely tied to rainfall
patterns and the agricultural calendar.
pasture availability drive food insecurity.

Scale-up:
through existing/new activities during the lean season.
4.2 million additional people.

Sustain and Scale-up: The project
‘Model canteens’ is being implemented
(no change
from June
plan)

Sustain and Scale-up:
•
during the month of October.
WFP provided one-month in-

Sustain: WFP aims to sustain resilience activities while

Sierra
Leone

The latest results of the Food Security
Monitoring System assessment
conducted in June 2020 show a sharp
increase of food insecure Sierra
63% in June 2020.
COVID-19 containment measures and

income and livelihoods.

•

districts.
MAM treatment will be geographically expanded and
children and women.

Support: Construction of treatment and isolation facilities

19.4 M

lean season.

Support:
distributions to eight million people in rural and urban
areas.

Scale-up:
•
WFP will provide relief food assistance to:
•
•
centres.
•
smallholder farmers.
•
WFP will scale up its support to the national school

26.2 M

communities to bridge the food
gap during the lean season.
from 121,400
(June Plan)

•

7.8 M

Support: WFP has started a
community- driven targeting in
collaboration with the Ministry of Social
Welfare to provide three-months of

Ministry of Agriculture.
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Agricultural production is impacted by
Sustain: Technical support to the Government school

Togo

negative impacts of COVID-19. Armed
groups in neighbouring countries also
Scale-up:
Togo.
Projection of severely food insecure:

Scale-up: As part of the scale-up
(no change
from June
plan)

8.2 M

9.6 M

US$ 1,014M

US$ 500M

regions.

July 2020.

TOTAL WEST AND CENTRAL AFRICA

8.4 M
(June Plan)
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