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Highlights 

○ The national average price of a stand-

ard reference food basket increased by 

13 percent between November and 

December 2020, reaching SYP 111,676 

(USD 89 at the official exchange rate 

1,250/USD).  

○ Families’ heating diesel entitlement 

decreased from 200 litres per month to 

100 litres per month across nine gover-

norates. Hereby causing the price of 

informal heating diesel to increase by 20 

percent between November and De-

cember 2020, reaching SYP 1,050/litre. 

○  Key-food items prices like red split 

lentils and vegetable oil have increased 

by 16 and 15 percent, respectively.  

○  The SYP/USD informal exchange rate 

depreciated by a further 6 percent in 

December 2020, reaching a monthly 

national average of SYP 2,795/US dollar. 

The official exchange rate remained 

unchanged at SYP 1,250/US dollar. 

○  Syria’s Central Bureau of Statistics 

reported an average inflation rate of 

200 percent in 2020 compared to 2019, 

with goods inflation reaching 300 per-

cent. 

○ For further info., please contact: 

Jan Michiels at  
Jan.Michiels@wfp.org   
 
Pakinam Moussa at 
Pakinam.Moussa@wfp.org  

 

 

 

 

   

Standard Food Basket 

The price of a standard reference food basket1 

showed no sign of stabilizing in December. The na-

tional average price of a standard food basket in-

creased by 13 percent compared to November 

2020, reaching SYP 111,676. This is the highest na-

tional average rate yet since WFP started monitor-

ing prices in Syria in 2013. The national average 

food basket price was 33 percent higher than the 

price recorded in June 2020 (six months ago) as 

well as being 236 percent higher compared to the 

level recorded in December 2019 (Figure 1).  

The increase in the food basket price is mainly led 

by the depreciation of the Syrian pound in the in-

formal market as well as the price increase of key 

food-items. For example the price of red split lentils 

and vegetable oil have increased by 16 and 15 per-

cent, respectively, between November and Decem-

ber 2020. Moreover, renewed fuel shortages across 

Syria have further contributed to the food basket 

price increase.   

Month-on-month (m-o-m), all 14 governorates in 

Syria reported an increasing average reference food 

basket price in December 2020. The highest m-o-m 

increase of 18 percent was reported in Aleppo 

reaching SYP 119,563, while the lowest increase of 

two percent was reported in Quneitra reaching SYP 

104,623.  

December 2020, marked the first time that all gov-

ernorates reported an average standard food bas-

ket price at above SYP 100,000. The increases are in

-line with recent reports from Syria’s Central Bu-

reau of Statistics reporting an average inflation rate 

of 200 percent in 2020 compared to 2019, with 

goods inflation reaching 300 percent. 

Figure 1: Food basket cost and changes, SYP 

Map 1: Location of markets monitored by WFP  
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Chart 1: National min., max. and average food basket cost, SYP 

1. The standard food basket is a group of essential food commodities. In Syria, the food basket is set at a group of dry goods providing 2,060 kcal a day for a family of five during a month. The basket includes 

37 kg bread, 19 kg rice, 19 kg lentils, 5 kg of sugar, and 7 litres of vegetable oil.  

Picture @ WFP/Hussam Al Saleh 

@WFP/Jessica Lawson 
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Fuel crisis 

*No formal prices have been reported in the cross-border region because there is no subsidized diesel or butane gas in the region.  

2. “Oil minister: Within a few months, we will not have to import oil derivatives.” Economy2day, 1 Dec. 2020.  

3.“Arnous: There will be no increase in the diesel price and every citizen will get their allocation.” B2B, 6 Dec. 2020.  

Diesel prices  
In December 2020, the informal national average price of transport diesel con-

tinued to significantly increase by 19 percent since November 2020 and by 117 

percent since June 2020 (six months ago), reaching SYP 1,015/litre. Moreover, 

the informal price remains higher than the formal price (SYP 174/litre) by 483 

percent (Chart 2). 

Idleb continued to report the highest informal price at SYP 1,736/litre (up 12 

percent m-o-m), followed by Aleppo at SYP 1,363/litre (up 16 percent m-o-m). 

On the other hand, Al-Hasakeh reported the lowest price at SYP 150/litre 

(unchanged m-o-m), followed by Ar-Raqqa at SYP 357/litre (unchanged m-o-m). 

Broken down by region, the cross-border region reported the highest price at 

SYP 1,652/litre (up ten percent m-o-m), while northeast Syria reported the low-

est price at SYP 421/litre (up 29 percent m-o-m).   

Moreover, as a result of the decrease of subsidized heating diesel allocation, 

the informal national average price of heating diesel has increased also because 

of the increased demand along with the winter season. The informal national 

average price of heating diesel increased by 20 percent between November and 

December 2020, reaching SYP 1,050/litre.  

Idleb reported the highest informal price at SYP 1,446/litre (up 24 percent m-o-

m), followed by Aleppo at SYP 1,326/litre (up 19 percent m-o-m). On the other 

hand, Al-Hasakeh reported the lowest price at SYP 200/litre (unchanged m-o-

m), followed by Ar-Raqqa at SYP 246/litre (up six percent m-o-m). 

Broken down by region, the cross-border region reported the highest price at 

SYP 1,399/litre (up 14 percent m-o-m), while northeast Syria reported the low-

est price at SYP 502/litre (up 22 percent m-o-m).  

Chart 2: Formal and informal transport diesel prices, SYP* 

Chart 3: Formal and informal heating diesel prices, SYP* 

Overview 

In September 2020, the Syrian Banias oil refinery in Homs, which covers a large proportion of Syria’s demand for oil, was under maintenance causing shortage 

in oil production. Additionally, the lack of hard currency needed to purchase fuel from international markets as well as the lack of access to international mar-

kets, the depreciation of the Syrian pound in the informal market and the unilateral coercive measures on Syria as well as Iran making fuel imports challeng-

ing, have all contributed to the lack of oil in Syria. The Syrian government as a result in September 2020 reduced its vehicle petrol allocation from 40 litres to 

30 litres per vehicle every four to seven days depending on whether the vehicle is for private or commercial use (i.e. taxis), while keeping the 100 liters entitle-

ment per vehicle per month in place. Furthermore the allocation for unsubsidized petrol also decreased from 400 liters to 100 liters per month per vehicle in 

September 2020 due to the shortage of petrol in Syria.  

By December 2020, the oil minister announced that Syria required 146,000 barrels of crude oil/day while its current production was at 24,000 barrels/day. In 

other words meaning that Syria is dealing with a 122,000 barrels/day shortfall. The gap is usually addressed through importation of crude oil or its derivatives. 

Prior to 2011, Syria used to produce 350,000 barrels/day mostly in northeast Syria and used to export about 250,000 barrels, whereas currently importing oil 

and its derivatives cost SYP 4.4 billion per day2 (USD 3.52 million at the official rate of SYP 1,250/USD). Moreover, Arnous, the prime minister, assured that the 

price of diesel used for heating, agriculture and transport will not increase and indicated that the diesel production at the Banias refinery in Homs had in-

creased from one million litres to two million litres per year after the maintenance works. Furthermore, in the next two months, it is expected that the petrol 

production will also increase from one million litres to two million litres3.  

Nevertheless, in December 2020, the Syrian government had to take more measures to tackle the lack of fuel and reduce the heating diesel entitlement per 

family from 200 litres to 100 litres. The decision has been implemented in Rural Damascus, Quneitra, As-Sweida, Homs, Hama, Dar’a, Aleppo, Lattakia and 

Tartous while it is yet to be implemented in Damascus, Deir-ez-Zor, Ar-Raqqa and Al-Hasakeh.  

The subsidized price of diesel for heating as well as for other sectors (e.g. agriculture and the public sector) remains at SYP 180/litre and the subsidized diesel 

used for bakeries remains at SYP 135/litre, as well. However, the actual price at which people buy subsidized diesel from petrol stations ranges between SYP 

185-200/litre, due to the added service fees. The price set by the government for unsubsidized diesel used for commercial and industrial purposes remains at 

SYP 650/litre.  

A different system is applied in northeast Syria where subsidized diesel price for transportation is SYP 75/litre for a specific allocation (between 200-400 liters) 

depending on the vehicle type and its use. Subsidized diesel for heating is at the same price of SYP 75/litre and each family can get up to two barrels of 220 

liters per winter cycle (in other words: 880 liters in total per winter). However, in Ar-Raqqa and Deir-ez-Zor, there is only one cycle in operation.  

Source: WFP Field Offices 
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Staple cereals retail prices 
Wheat Flour 

M-o-m, the national average retail price of wheat flour throughout Syria increased in 

December 2020 by six percent, reaching SYP 1,258/kg. The wheat flour price has also 

increased by 243 percent y-o-y. As-Sweida recorded the highest wheat flour price at 

SYP 1,570/kg (up five percent m-o-m), while Ar-Raqqa recorded the lowest price of 

SYP 1,017/kg (up 0.3 percent m-o-m).  
 

Broken down by regions, Syria’s middle region reported the highest retail price at 

SYP 1,316/kg (up eight percent m-o-m), followed by the southern region at SYP 

1,282/kg (up two percent m-o-m), while the cross-border region continued to report 

the lowest retail price at SYP 1,088/kg (up seven percent m-o-m), followed by north-

east Syria at SYP 1,195/kg (up one percent m-o-m) - Chart 4.  
 

Rice 

The national average retail price of Egyptian white rice increased by 11 percent since 

November 2020 and by 241 percent since December 2019, reaching SYP 1,771/kg in 

December 2020. Tartous reported the highest price at SYP 2,050/kg (up three per-

cent m-o-m), while Hama reported the lowest price at SYP 1,533/kg (up eight per-

cent m-o-m). 
 

M-o-m, the coastal region reported the highest price at SYP 2,030/kg (up six per-

cent), followed by the southern region at SYP 1,948/kg (up seven percent m-o-m), 

while the middle region reported the lowest price at SYP 1,617/kg (up 13 percent), 

followed by northwest Syria at SYP 1,663/kg (up nine percent m-o-m) - Chart 5.  
 

Bulgur  

In December 2020, the national average retail price of bulgur increased by seven 

percent m-o-m and by 230 percent y-o-y reaching SYP 1,434/kg. Al-Hasakeh report-

ed the highest bulgur retail price at SYP 1,627/kg (up six percent m-o-m), while Idleb 

reported the lowest price at SYP 1,079/kg (up six percent m-o-m).  
 

The coastal region reported the highest average bulgur price by region at SYP 1,530/

kg (up three percent m-o-m), followed by Syria’s middle region at SYP 1,508/kg (up 

seven percent m-o-m). On the other hand, the cross-border region reported the 

lowest average bulgur price at SYP 1,210/kg (up ten percent m-o-m), followed by the 

southern region at SYP 1,398/kg (up eleven percent m-o-m) - Chart 6.  
 

Bread** 
The national average price of subsidized bread in December 2020 reached SYP 107/

bundle (up seven percent m-o-m). In October the Government of Syria increased 

subsidised bread prices from SYP 50/bundle to SYP 75/bundle (sold without nylon 

bag) and SYP 100/bundle (sold with nylon bag). At the same time the weight of the 

bread bundle reduced from 1.3kg/bundle to 1.1kg/bundle. The recent further in-

crease is also related to the subsidized bread price increase in Ar-Raqqa on 20 De-

cember from SYP 95/bundle to SYP 107/bundle. Additionally, subsidized bread is re-

sold by authorized agents and in many cases these agents add extra fees to the 

bread price.  

Moreover, commercial bread price increased by 13 percent m-o-m and by 325 per-

cent y-o-y, reaching SYP 451/bundle. Idleb reported the highest commercial bread 

price at SYP 1,177/bundle (up four percent m-o-m), while Ar-Raqqa reported the 

lowest price of SYP 136/bundle (down three percent m-o-m).  

Chart 4: Retail Prices of Wheat Flour, SYP 

Chart 5: Retail Prices of Rice, SYP  

Chart 6: Retail Prices of Bulgur, SYP  

Legend on regions of analysis: ‘Northwest’=Aleppo; ‘Cross-border’=Idleb & Aleppo [A’zaz, Atarib & Afrin]; ‘Coastal’=Lattakia & Tartous; 

‘Northeast’=Ar-Raqqa, Al-Hasakeh & Deir-ez-Zor; ‘Middle’=Damascus, Rural Damascus, Hama & Homs; ‘South’=Dar’a, As-Sweida & Quneitra.  

Source: WFP Field Offices 

**WFP-monitored commercial bread includes resold public bread bundles. In Idleb and some of Aleppo cities where bread is not subsidized, the commercial bread WFP monitors only covers 
bread sold by retailers in shops. All bread past prices have been adjusted to reflect the new bread bundle size of 1.1 kg instead of 1.3 kg.  

Chart 7: Retail Prices of commercial bread, SYP  
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Source: WFP field offices 

Butane gas prices 

The informal national average price of one butane gas cylinder (25,000 L) 

increased by 16 percent m-o-m and by 36 percent since June 2020 (six 

months ago), reaching SYP 19,014/refill in December 2020. Instead the for-

mal butane gas cylinder remained unchanged at SYP 2,785/refill. The signifi-

cant increase in price of informal butane gas is a consequence of the contin-

ued lack of availability of formal butane cylinders whose refill cycle per fam-

ily could take up to 80 days and not 23 days (as per the entitlement’s cycle) 

along with the increased demand for heating during winter. Dar’a reported 

the highest price of butane gas at SYP 35,646/refill (down four percent m-o-

m), while Hama reported the lowest price at SYP 7,773 (unchanged m-o-m). 
 

Exchange rate 
When measuring exchange rates, there are two quotations. The first is the 

direct quotation where the US dollar is the base of measuring the change in 

exchange rate against the local currency. The second one is the indirect 

quotation where the local currency is the base of measuring the change in 

the exchange rate against the US dollar. The change in the exchange rate 

used below reflects the indirect quotation (measuring how much has the 

Syrian pound improved (appreciated) or worsened (depreciated) against 

the US dollar).  
 

In December 2020, the Syrian pound depreciated by six percent in the infor-

mal exchange rate market and reached SYP 2,795/USD. Compared to a year 

ago, the Syrian pound has depreciated by 69 percent. On the other hand, 

the official exchange rate has remained unchanged at SYP 1,250/USD com-

pared to November 2020. However, the official rate has lost 65 percent of 

its value since December 2019.  

 

The highest informal exchange rate was reported in Deir-ez-Zor at SYP 

2,827/USD (depreciating by five percent m-o-m; and depreciating by 69 

percent y-o-y), followed by Al-Hasakeh at SYP 2,823/USD (depreciating by 

eight percent m-o-m; and depreciating by 67 percent y-o-y).  
 

Conversely, the lowest rates were reported in As-Sweida at SYP 2,764/USD 

(depreciating by five percent m-o-m; and depreciating by 67 percent y-o-y), 

followed by Dar’a at SYP 2,770/USD (depreciating by five percent m-o-m; 

and depreciated by 68 percent y-o-y).  
 

Vegetables prices  
Most vegetables prices have increased in December 2020 as a result of sea-

sonality in addition to context driven increases such as lack of fuel and the  

worsening informal exchange rate. M-o-m, the national average price of 

eggplants has increased by 57 percent reaching SYP 847/kg. The cross-

border region reported the highest average price at SYP 1,457/kg (up 52 

percent m-o-m), while the southern region reported the lowest average 

price of SYP 668/kg (up 73 percent m-o-m).  

Additionally, the national average price of tomatoes has increased by 49 

percent m-o-m. The cross-border region reported the highest average price 

of SYP 1,546/kg (up 12 percent m-o-m), while the southern region reported 

the lowest average price of SYP 967/kg (up 76 percent m-o-m).  

Chart 8: Formal and informal butane gas prices, SYP*** 

***No formal prices have been reported in the cross-border region because there is no subsidized diesel or butane gas in the region.  

Table 1: Informal market exchange rate, 1 USD to SYP  

Governorate December 2020 
 % change         
(m-o-m) 

% change       
(y-o-y) 

Aleppo 2,793  -6% -69% 

Al-Hasakeh 2,823  -8% -67% 

Ar-Raqqa 2,802  -8% -68% 

As-Sweida 2,764  -5% -67% 

Damascus 2,787  -4% -71% 

Dar'a 2,770  -5% -68% 

Deir-ez-Zor 2,827  -5% -69% 

Hama 2,800  -5% -68% 

Homs 2,800  -5% -68% 

Idleb  2,777  -8% -70% 

Lattakia 2,810  -5% -68% 

Quneitra 2,775  -5% -69% 

Rural Damascus 2,788  -5% -71% 

Tartous 2,810  -5% -68% 

National average 2,795  -6% -69% 

Official rate 1,250 0% -65% 

UN operational rate 1,250  0% -44% 

Chart 9: Retail prices of vegetables, SYP 

Source: WFP 
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Terms of Trade (ToT)4 

ToT between wage labour and wheat flour 

The national average non-skilled labour wage, which represents construction, 

off-loading and agricultural labour increased by 11 percent m-o-m, reaching SYP 

5,134/day in December 2020. Moreover, the wage rate was 98 percent above 

its y-o-y level and 39 percent above levels recorded in June 2020 (six months 

ago) - Chart 10.  
 

Broken down by regions, the coastal region reported the highest wage rate of 

SYP 7,300/day (up 23 percent m-o-m), followed by the middle region at SYP 

5,514/day (up nine percent m-o-m). The increase in daily wage rates is a result 

of the increased cost of living pushing labourers to demand higher wage rates 

and the limited availability of daily labourers. On the other hand, northwest 

Syria reported the lowest wage rate of SYP 3,325/day (unchanged m-o-m), fol-

lowed by northeast Syria at SYP 4,343/day (up two percent m-o-m).  
 

The national average ToT between wheat flour and wage labour, a proxy indica-

tor for purchasing power, increased by five percent between November and 

December 2020 reaching 4.1 kgs of wheat flour/daily wage. The increase was 

related to a higher increase in the daily wage rate which exceeded the increase 

in the wheat flour price. In other words, the national average daily wage of a 

non-skilled labourer could buy 4.1 kgs of wheat flour in December 2020 com-

pared to 3.9 kgs in June 2020, and 7.1 kgs in December 2019. 
 

Broken down by regions, the coastal region reported the highest ToT at 6.1 kgs 

(up 23 percent m-o-m), followed by the cross-border region at 5.4 kgs (up 11 

percent m-o-m). On the other hand, northwest Syria reported the lowest ToT at 

2.6 kgs (down five percent m-o-m), followed by the southern region at 3.4 kgs 

(up 12 percent m-o-m).  
 

 

ToT between sheep and wheat flour 

The national average price of a two-year old alive male sheep decreased by two 

percent m-o-m and increased by 115 percent y-o-y to reach SYP 374,108/sheep 

in December 2020 (Chart 12).  
 

Broken down by regions, northeast Syria reported the highest average price 

across Syria at SYP 437,505/sheep (up two percent m-o-m), followed by the 

coastal region at SYP 378,275 (up two percent m-o-m). On the other hand, 

northwest Syria reported the lowest price at SYP 319,208/sheep (unchanged m-

o-m), followed by the southern region at SYP 359,879 (down one percent m-o-

m).  
 

In December 2020, the ToT between an alive two-year old male sheep and 

wheat flour was 297 kg/sheep (down eight percent m-o-m). Highlighting a dete-

rioration in the exchange for livestock owners who could buy on average eight 

percent less kgs of wheat compared to a month earlier. The ToT has also in-

creased by 20 percent since June 2020 (six months ago) and by 37 percent since 

December 2019.  
 

Broken down by regions, northeast Syria reported the highest ToT at 366 kg/

sheep (up one percent m-o-m), followed by the cross-border region at 346 kg/

sheep (down 13 percent m-o-m). On the other hand, northwest Syria reported 

the lowest ToT at 250 kg/sheep (down five percent m-o-m), followed by the 

southern region at 281 kg/sheep (down three percent m-o-m).  

 

4.The ToT are proxy indicators of the purchasing power of households that rely on livestock and/or casual labour as their main source of income for the purchase of cereals from local markets. 
ToT are important components of food security analysis. Changes in the terms of trade between wages/livestock and staple food commodities are indicative of the trends in purchasing power 
and the impact on the food security situation of households dependent on food purchases through income from daily wage labour and/or the sale of livestock.  

Chart 10: Daily wage for unskilled labour, SYP  

Source: WFP  

Chart 11: Terms of Trade (ToT) between wheat flour and wage rate 

Chart 12: Price of livestock, SYP/one 2Y old sheep 

Chart 13: Terms of Trade (ToT) between wheat flour and the price of a 

2 year old sheep 
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COVID-19 NFIs 

Between November and December 2020, the prices of all monitored COVID-

19 related non-food items have increased except for surgeon masks that re-

mained unchanged at SYP 340/mask. The national average price of soap 

reached SYP 376/bar (up six percent m-o-m), hand gel reached SYP 966/50 ml 

(up four percent m-o-m) and bleach reached SYP 1,126/litre (up two percent 

m-o-m). Moreover, the price of alcohol spray reached SYP 1,718/200 ml (up 

six percent m-o-m) and of plastic gloves reached SYP 356/pair (up three per-

cent m-o-m).  
 

Compared to June 2020 (six months ago), the price of surgeon masks and soap 

bars have both decreased by 12 and three percent, respectively. However, the 

price of plastic gloves, alcohol spray, hand gel and bleach have all increased by 

55, 38, 26 and 13 percent, respectively.  
 

Furthermore, when compared to February 2020 (prior to the COVID-19 out-

break in Syria), all items’ prices have significantly increased. The price of alco-

hol spray, surgeon masks and plastic gloves have increased by 311, 330 and 

432 percent, respectively. Also, the price of soap bars, bleach and hand gel 

have increased by 153, 171 and 301 percent, respectively.  

Key food-items retail prices 
Vegetable oil 

M-o-m, the national average retail price of vegetable oil throughout Syria in-

creased in December 2020 by 15 percent reaching SYP 4,371/litre. The nation-

al average price of vegetable oil increased by 50 percent since June 2020 (six 

months ago) and by 307 percent since December 2019. Lattakia recorded the 

highest vegetable oil price at SYP 4,700/kg (up 14 percent m-o-m), while Ar-

Raqqa recorded the lowest price of SYP 3,431/kg (up 20 percent m-o-m).  
 

Broken down by regions, the coastal region reported the highest price at SYP 

4,690/litre (up 14 percent m-o-m), followed by northwest Syria at SYP 4,664/

litre (up 14 percent m-o-m). Conversely, the cross-border region reported the 

lowest price of SYP 3,557 (up 18 percent m-o-m), followed by northeast Syria 

at SYP 3,729 (up 23 percent m-o-m).  
 

 

Red Split lentils  

In December 2020, the national average retail price of red split lentils in-

creased by 16 percent m-o-m to reach SYP 1,809/kg. The price also increased 

by 44 percent since June 2020 (six months ago) and by 282 percent since De-

cember 2019. Aleppo recorded the highest red split lentils price at SYP 2,216/

kg (up 22 percent m-o-m), while Quneitra recorded the lowest price of SYP 

1,277/kg (down eight percent m-o-m).  
 

Broken down by regions, the cross-border region reported the highest price of 

SYP 2,171/kg (up 14 percent m-o-m), followed by northwest Syria at SYP 

2,099/kg (up 26 percent m-o-m). Conversely, the southern region reported 

the lowest price of SYP 1,385/kg (up three percent m-o-m), followed by north-

east Syria at SYP 1,762 (up 16 percent m-o-m).  

Source: WFP  

National average Week 1 (SYP) Week 2 (SYP) Week 3 (SYP) Week 4 (SYP) Week 5 (SYP) 
% Change                   

(December W5 & W1) 

Surgeon mask  339  340  338  339  343  1% 

Gloves (pair) 358  356  356  358  353  -1% 

Alcohol spray (200 ml) 1,706  1,712  1,708  1,725  1,740  2% 

Bleach bottle (L) 1,122  1,111  1,116  1,124  1,158  3% 

Hand gel (50 ml) 950  962  971  967  979  3% 

Soap bar 371  381  371  369  390  5% 

Table 2: Prices of key COVID-19 items, week-on-week in December 2020, SYP  

Table 3: Monthly price changes of key COVID-19 items, SYP  

National average Feb-20 (SYP) Dec-20 (SYP) 
% Change  
(Dec-Feb) 

Surgeon mask  79  340  330% 

Gloves (pair) 67  356  432% 

Alcohol spray (200 
ml) 

418  1,718  311% 

Bleach bottle (L) 416  1,126  171% 

Hand gel (50 ml) 241  966  301% 

Soap bar 149  376  153% 

Source: WFP  

Chart 14: Retail Prices of Vegetable Oil, SYP  

Chart 15: Retail Prices of Red Split lentils, SYP  
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