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Highlights

e Price for the country’s staple grain, local rice, continued to remain relatively steady for
the 8" consecutive week despite an uptick observed in mid-June compared to the
previous fortnight.

¢ Price of imported rice seem to be levelling off across the monitored markets but remain
well above year-earlier levels.

¢ Policy-wise, Government continues to do market intervention, and price inspection in a
move to control the basic need’s prices in accordance with decree law on fixing
maximum trade margins.

Retail price trend of cereals

During the week under review, Fig. 1: Price trend of local rice (USS/kg)
the national average price of USs/Kg

local rice was observed at USS
1.32 per kilogram. At this level,
there is a marginal increase
compared to a fortnight ago 100
and are almost the same as this
time last month. However,
remain 14 percent higher than
year-earlier levels. Across the
monitored markets, the rice
grain prices ranged from USS1
to USS$1.53 per kilogram, with
the relatively higher prices

Fig. 2: Price trend of imported rice (USS/kg)

Us$/kg
being observed in Manatuto

and lower prices in Oecusse

(Map 1).
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As of mid-June (week 23 and 24), the national
average price was observed at USS 0.58 per
kilogram. At this level, the prices are almost the
same as the previous fortnight and also the
same as this time last month. The capital Dili
and the municipality of Liquisa have relatively
lower prices on account of being first point of
entry of imported goods into the country and
being closer to the port, respectively (Map 2).
On the international market, the FAO ALL Rice
Index has continued to remail relatively stable
or decreased in the last three months,
signalling stable ample supplies.

Policy-wise, Government, through National
Logistics Centre is intervening in the market by
selling imported rice to retailers at subsidised
price of USS 12.5 per 25kg bag. And the
National Directorate for Commercial Regulation
continues to do market price inspection as part
of the control on basic need’s price in
accordance with Decree Law on fixing
maximum trade margins. The staple rice is one
of the commodities of interest under the
decree law.

Retail price trend of non-cereals

During the week under review, the price of
non-cereals had mixed observations. There
was a decrease or relatively stable prices
compared to the previous fortnight for a
number of commodities such sweet
potatoes, potatoes, beans, eggs, tomatoes,
onions, cooking oil and chill. While increases
were observed for chicken, and a marginal

increase for salt.

Open market-Oecusse

Open Market-Ainaro

Map. 1. Average price of local rice (US$/kg)
Average price US$/kg
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Map. 2: Average price of imported rice (USS/kg)
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Table. 1: Price trend for non-cereals (USS/kg)
Current Price -
% Ch fi i iod
uss/kg » Change from previous per
June (wk W 1M 1y
23824)
Sweet Potato 0.97 ¥ 9 ¥ -10 ¥ -1
Potato 1.24 ¥ .7 ¥ .24 ¥ .2
Taro 0.90 "2 ¥ 6 ¥ -16
Beans 2.25 ¥ -10 V¥ -12 S, 4
Egg 0.17 ¥ -8 v 9 ¥ 40
Chicken 3.62 9 12
Tomato 1.90 ¥ -6 A 02 s 19
Onion 2.55 ¥ .9 ¥ 11 V¥ .12
Cooking Oil 1.23 v -2 ¥ 64 23
Chili 3.47 W -2 Vv 4 p» 12
Sugar 0.97 ~i L v 9
salt 43 4 v 8

Open Market-Oecusse Open market-Aileu

Methodology : To monitor the impact of COVID-19 on market prices, WFP in collaboration with Ministry of Agriculture and
Fisheries, and the General Directorate of Statistics collect food price data on a weekly basis across the countrys main
markets from 11 municipalities (Ainaro, Aileu, Bobonaro, Dili, Ermera, Lautem, Liquica, Manatuto, Viqueque, Covalima and
Oecusse). On average, around 6 traders per market are surveyed, targeted food commodities weighed, and its price
averaged per kilogram. Imported rice price are based on the most consumed brand per retailers.
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