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Highlights 

○ The national average price of WFP’s 

standard reference food basket de-

creased by one percent between May 

and June 2021, reaching SYP 165,932 

(USD 66 at the official exchange rate of 

SYP 2,500/USD).   

○  The decrease in water levels in the 

Euphrates River negatively affected 

production levels and prices of vegeta-

bles in its directly surrounding areas. On 

average in Ar-Raqqa and Deir-ez-Zor, 

between April and June 2021 the price 

of tomato and eggplant decreased by 24 

and 11 percentage points less than over 

the past three-year-average for April to 

June prices.  

○  In June 2021, the informal exchange 

rate weakened m-o-m, and the Syrian 

pound lost one percent of its value 

reaching SYP 3,156/USD. The official 

exchange rate remained unchanged at 

SYP 2,500/USD. 

○  Key-food item prices such as sugar 

and fresh eggs increased by three and 

12 percent between May and June 

2021, reaching SYP 1,985/kg and SYP 

7,453/30 egg units, respectively. 

○ For further information, please con-

tact: 

Jan Michiels at  
Jan.Michiels@wfp.org   
 
Pakinam Moussa at 
Pakinam.Moussa@wfp.org  

 

 

 

 

   

Standard Food Basket 
In June 2021, the national average price of a stand-

ard reference food basket1 decreased by one per-

cent since May 2021, reaching SYP 165,932. The 

national average food basket price was 49 percent 

higher than that of December 2020 (six months 

ago) and was 102 percent higher compared to June 

2020 (Figure 1). This is the third month-on-month 

(m-o-m) decrease in a row in the food basket price 

since August 2020. The decrease is linked greater 

government enforcement in monitoring market 

prices ensuring traders limit price increases.  

M-o-m, five governorates recorded a decreasing 

average reference food basket price in June 2021. 

The highest m-o-m decrease of 13 percent was re-

ported in Tartous reaching SYP 168,862. The lowest 

m-o-m decrease, of one percent, was reported in 

Deir-ez-Zor at SYP 152,753. On the other hand, six 

governorates recorded an increasing average refer-

ence food basket price. The highest m-o-m increase 

of five percent was recorded in Hama reaching SYP 

166,402. The reference food basket price in Aleppo, 

Damascus and Rural Damascus remained un-

changed m-o-m.  

Year-on-year (y-o-y), the price of the reference food 

basket has significantly increased across all 14 gov-

ernorates. Lattakia recorded the highest increase 

(up 134 percent), while Al-Hasakeh recorded the 

lowest increase (up 38 percent).  

The gap between the highest and lowest average 

food basket prices decreased by 25 percent from 

SYP 75,216 in May 2021 to SYP 56,705 in June 2021 

and by 73 percent since June 2020 (Chart 1).  

Figure 1: Food basket cost and changes, SYP 

Map 1: Location of markets monitored by WFP  

SYRIA COUNTRY OFFICE 
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Chart 1: National min., max. and average food basket cost, SYP 

1. The standard food basket is a group of essential food commodities. In Syria, the food basket is set at a group of dry goods providing 2,060 kcal a day for a family of five during a month. The basket includes 

37 kg bread, 19 kg rice, 19 kg lentils, 5 kg of sugar, and 7 litres of vegetable oil.  

Picture @ WFP/Hussam Al Saleh 

@WFP/Jessica Lawson 
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Impact of low water levels in the Euphrates on local markets  

Source: WFP  

Chart 2: Retail vegetables prices in Northeast Syria, SYP 

Impact on retail prices of vegetables 

The decrease in water levels in the Euphrates negatively 

affected the production of vegetables alongside the river, and 

therefore the availability of main vegetables decreased espe-

cially in Eastern Ar-Raqqa and Deir-ez-Zor. The power cuts also 

affected small farmers in Northeast Syria who mainly depend 

on electricity for irrigation.  

The production of vegetables between June and July of each 

year usually increases, and the prices of these items decrease; 

however, this was not the case this year due to the reduced 

production of vegetables. The closure of cross-line points be-

tween the Kurdish areas and government-held areas was also 

a reason leading to the reduced supply since many food com-

modities such as fruits and vegetables arrive in the Northeast 

Syria region from Aleppo and Syria’s coastal region.  

The main vegetables cultivated along the river are tomatoes 

and eggplants. Planting of vegetables starts in April and their 

harvest is typically between June and August of each year, 

leading to a reduction in local prices for these commodities. 

Nevertheless, this year, the decrease in prices was not as no-

ticeable as usual due to the drier than average year and espe-

cially due to the low water levels in the Euphrates river. Power 

cuts have also reduced the amount of water used for crop 

irrigation.  

Overview 

The Euphrates river enters Syria in Jarabulus (Aleppo) and flows through the governorates of Aleppo, Ar-Raqqa and Deir-Ez-Zor for a total distance of 

604 km, before reaching the Iraqi border in Al-Bukamal. The two main dams of Tishren and Tabka form two consecutive lakes, with the largest one 

being Lake Assad, covering a total area of 525 km2. The population in the Euphrates basin is heavily dependent on the river for drinking water and agri-

culture. Moreover, the dams are the only source for electricity, given that alternative power stations have been damaged. Additionally, the water ca-

nals starting from Lake Assad irrigate agricultural areas as far as the eastern outskirts of the city of Aleppo. The surface level of the Euphrates River in 

and around Lake Assad in June 2021 have decreased compared to June 2020 and June 2008, noting that 2007-2008 saw one of the worst droughts in 

Syria that was mainly driven by below average precipitation rather than hydrological causes (i.e. river water levels). The causes for the reduced water 

in the dams and water flow in the Euphrates river in 2021 is linked to reduced precipitation as well as reduced amounts of water flowing from Turkey 

into Syria. The reduced water in the Euphrates is directly affecting agricultural crop production in the region and as a result their prices3.  

On average in Ar-Raqqa and Deir-ez-Zor, when looking at the 

decrease percentage in prices between April (the beginning of 

planting period) and June (the beginning of harvest season), 

tomatoes’ price decreased by 38 percent in 2021 compared to 

62 percent during the same period (April to June) over the past 

three-year-average price (2018 to 2020).  

Similarly, the price of eggplants decreased by 46 percent be-

tween April (the beginning of planting period) and June (the 

beginning of harvest season) in 2021 compared to 57 percent 

during the same period (April to June) of the past three-year-

average price (2018 to 2020). 

Map 2: Northeast Syria markets by the Euphrates river 

2. “Tensions rise in north-eastern Syria over water shortages.” The Economist Intelligence Unit, 25 May 2021, http://country.eiu.com/article.aspx?

articleid=901060473&Country=Syria&topic=Economy&subtopic=Forecast&subsubtopic=Economic+growth 

On average in Ar-Raqqa and Deir-ez-Zor, the price of tomatoes reached SYP 788/kg in June 2021, increasing in price by 348 percent compared to the 

past three-year-average price for June. Moreover, the price of eggplants reached SYP 824/kg in June 2021, increasing in price by 417 percent com-

pared to the past three-year-average price for June.  
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Staple cereals retail prices 

Wheat Flour 

M-o-m, the national average retail price of wheat flour throughout Syria de-

creased by three percent, reaching SYP 1,870/kg, while y-o-y, the wheat flour 

price increased by 99 percent. As-Sweida recorded the highest wheat flour price 

in June at SYP 2,198/kg (down three percent m-o-m), while Idleb recorded the 

lowest price of SYP 1,488/kg (up two percent m-o-m).  

Broken down by regions, northwest Syria recorded the highest retail price at 

SYP 2,226/kg (up seven percent m-o-m), followed by the coastal region at SYP 

1,966/kg (down 15 percent m-o-m). While the cross-border region recorded the 

lowest retail price at SYP 1,410/kg (up one percent m-o-m), followed by north-

east Syria at SYP 1,834/kg (up four percent m-o-m) - Chart 3.  

Rice 

M-o-m, the national average retail price of Egyptian white rice decreased by 

one percent reaching SYP 2,474/kg in June 2021, instead y-o-y, the price of 

Egyptian white rice increased by 74 percent. Quneitra recorded the highest 

price at SYP 2,917/kg (up 0.4 percent m-o-m), while Al-Hasakeh recorded the 

lowest price at SYP 2,023/kg (up one percent m-o-m). 

M-o-m, the southern region recorded the highest price at SYP 2,690/kg (down 

two percent m-o-m), followed by the coastal region at SYP 2,537/kg (down nine 

percent m-o-m). Northeast Syria recorded the lowest average Egyptian white 

rice price by region at SYP 2,217/kg (unchanged m-o-m), followed by northwest 

Syria at SYP 2,352/kg (down one percent m-o-m) - Chart 4.  

Bulgur  

M-o-m, the national average retail price of bulgur remained unchanged at SYP 

1,989/kg in June 2021, instead y-o-y, the price of bulgur increased by 75 per-

cent. As-Sweida recorded the highest bulgur retail price at SYP 2,390/kg (down 

four percent m-o-m), while Idleb recorded the lowest price at SYP 1,478/kg 

(down two percent m-o-m).  

The coastal region recorded the highest average bulgur price by region at SYP 

2,152/kg (down three percent m-o-m), followed by the southern region at SYP 

2,149/kg (unchanged m-o-m). On the other hand, the cross-border region rec-

orded the lowest average bulgur price at SYP 1,391/kg (down four percent m-o-

m), followed by northeast Syria at SYP 1,810/kg (up three percent m-o-m) - 

Chart 5.  

Bread* 
The national average price of subsidized bread in June 2021 remained un-

changed m-o-m at SYP 129/bundle, while y-o-y, the price has increased by 153 

percent.   

Moreover, the price of commercial bread increased by five percent m-o-m and 

by 93 percent y-o-y, reaching SYP 1,765/bundle. As-Sweida recorded the high-

est commercial bread price of SYP 2,069/bundle (down five percent m-o-m), 

while Al-Hasakeh recorded the lowest price of SYP 1,021/bundle (up one per-

cent m-o-m).  

Broken down by regions, northwest Syria recorded the highest price of SYP 

1,973/bundle (down one percent m-o-m), while northeast Syria recorded the 

lowest price at SYP 1,221/bundle (up one percent m-o-m).  

Chart 3: Retail Prices of Wheat Flour, SYP 

Chart 4: Retail Prices of Rice, SYP  

Chart 5: Retail Prices of Bulgur, SYP  

Source: WFP Field Offices 

*Starting from March 2021, WFP-monitored commercial bread has been switched from resold public bread bundles to commercial bread sold at shops. Prices for the past year have been 
adjusted to include commercial bread resold from shops. Moreover, all prices have been adjusted to reflect bread bundle size of 1.1 kg instead of 1.3 kg since November 2020.  

Chart 6: Retail Prices of commercial bread, SYP  

Legend on regions of analysis: ‘Northwest’=Aleppo; ‘Cross-border’=Idleb & Aleppo [A’zaz, Atarib & Afrin]; ‘Coastal’=Lattakia & Tartous; 

‘Northeast’=Ar-Raqqa, Al-Hasakeh & Deir-ez-Zor; ‘Middle’=Damascus, Rural Damascus, Hama, Homs and Idleb [Senjar]; ‘South’=Dar’a, As-Sweida 

& Quneitra.  
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Source: WFP field offices 

Source: WFP 

Exchange rate** 
In June 2021, the informal SYP/USD exchange rate continued its current 

relatively stable trend as it depreciated m-o-m by one percent, reaching SYP 

3,156/USD. Moreover, compared to a year ago, the Syrian pound depreciat-

ed by 21 percent.  

The highest informal exchange rate was reported in Damascus at SYP 3,207/

USD (depreciated by two percent m-o-m), followed by Rural Damascus at 

SYP 3,190/USD (depreciated by two percent m-o-m). The lowest rate was 

reported in Al-Hasakeh at SYP 3,096/USD (unchanged m-o-m), followed by 

Ar-Raqqa at SYP 3,103/USD (unchanged m-o-m).  

Moreover, the formal exchange rate and the UN operational rate have both 

remained unchanged m-o-m at SYP 2,500/USD.  

Diesel  

In June 2021, the formal national average price of diesel remained un-

changed  m-o-m at SYP 176/litre.  

Moreover, the informal national average price of transport diesel decreased 

by ten percent m-o-m; nevertheless, it increased by 244 percent since June 

2020 reaching SYP 1,612/litre. The informal price remains eight times high-

er than the formal price (SYP 176/litre) - Chart 7. Idleb recorded the highest 

informal price at SYP 2,241/litre (up one percent m-o-m), while Al-Hasakeh 

recorded the lowest price at SYP 254/litre (up eight percent m-o-m).  

Broken down by regions, the cross-border region recorded the highest price 

of informal transport diesel at SYP 2,269/litre (up three percent m-o-m), 

while northeast Syria recorded the lowest price at SYP 770/litre (down two 

percent m-o-m).   

Moreover, the informal national average price of heating diesel increased 

by two percent m-o-m. Broken down by regions, northwest Syria and the 

coastal region recorded the highest price at SYP 2,000/litre (up five and 19 

percent m-o-m, respectively), while northeast Syria recorded the lowest 

price at SYP 883/litre (down four percent m-o-m).  

Butane gas prices 

In June 2021, the formal butane gas cylinder price (25,000 L) remained un-

changed m-o-m at SYP 4,079/refill. However, compared to June 2020, the 

price has increased by 49 percent.  

Moreover, the informal national average price of one butane gas cylinder 

(25,000 L) increased by three percent m-o-m, reaching SYP 28,008/refill in 

June 2021. Moreover, compared to June 2020, the price increased by 100 

percent. Dar’a recorded the highest price at SYP 38,390/refill (up 20 percent 

m-o-m), while Al-Hasakeh recorded the lowest price at SYP 11,588/refill (up 

seven percent m-o-m).  

Broken down by regions, northwest Syria recorded the highest informal 

butane gas refill price at SYP 40,417/refill (up six percent m-o-m), followed 

by the cross-border region at SYP 32,201/refill (up two percent m-o-m). 

Northeast Syria recorded the lowest price at SYP 20,305/refill (down six 

percent m-o-m), followed by the middle region at SYP 25,661/refill (up 

three percent m-o-m).  

**When measuring exchange rates, there are two quotations. The first is the direct quotation where the US dollar is the base of measuring the change in exchange rate against the local 

currency. The second one is the indirect quotation where the local currency is the base of measuring the change in the exchange rate against the US dollar. The change in the exchange rate 

used below reflects the indirect quotation (measuring how much has the Syrian pound improved (appreciated) or worsened (depreciated) against the US dollar).  

***No formal prices have been reported in the cross-border region because there is no subsidized diesel or butane gas in the region.  

Chart 7: Formal and informal transport diesel prices, SYP*** 

Governorate June 2021 
 % change         
(m-o-m) 

% change        
(y-o-y) 

Aleppo 3,137 -1% -21% 

Al-Hasakeh 3,096  0% -24% 

Ar-Raqqa 3,103  0% -23% 

As-Sweida 3,169  -2% -21% 

Damascus 3,207  -2% -21% 

Dar'a 3,154  -2% -21% 

Deir-ez-Zor 3,188  -2% -13% 

Hama 3,170  -2% -20% 

Homs 3,170  -2% -20% 

Idleb  3,175  -2% -19% 

Lattakia 3,146  -1% -21% 

Quneitra 3,139  -1% -21% 

Rural Damascus 3,190  -2% -21% 

Tartous 3,146  -1% -21% 

National average 3,156  -1% -21% 

Official rate 2,500 0% -50% 

Table 1: Informal market exchange rate, 1 USD to SYP  

Chart 8: Formal and informal butane gas cylinder prices, SYP***  



 

 5 

Terms of Trade (ToT)4 

ToT between wage labour and wheat flour 

The national average non-skilled labour wage, representing construction, off

-loading and agricultural labour, was recorded at SYP 6,729/day (up five per-

cent m-o-m) in June 2021. Moreover, the wage rate was 82 percent above 

its y-o-y level and 31 percent above levels recorded in December 2020 - 

Chart 9.  

Tartous recorded the highest daily wage rate at SYP 9,805/day (up 14 per-

cent m-o-m), while Deir-ez-Zor recorded the lowest daily wage rate at SYP 

4,290/day (up ten percent m-o-m). Broken down by region, the coastal re-

gion recorded the highest wage rate of SYP 8,921/day (up six percent m-o-

m), while northeast Syria recorded the lowest wage rate of SYP 5,376/day 

(up seven percent m-o-m). 

The national average ToT between wheat flour and wage labour, a proxy 

indicator for purchasing power, increased by eight percent between May and 

June 2021, reaching 3.6 kgs of wheat flour/daily wage compared to 3.3 kgs of 

wheat flour in May 2021.  

The national average ToT between wheat flour and wage labour decreased 

by 12 percent compared to December 2020 (six months ago) and by nine 

percent compared to June 2020. In other words, the national average daily 

wage of a non-skilled labourer could buy 3.6 kgs of wheat flour in June 2021 

compared to 4.1 kgs in December 2020, and 3.9 kgs in June 2020. 

Broken down by region, the cross-border region recorded the highest ToT at 

5.2 kgs (up one percent m-o-m), while northwest Syria recorded the lowest 

ToT at 2.8 kgs (down seven percent m-o-m, respectively) - Chart 10. 

ToT between sheep and wheat flour 

The national average price of a two-year old alive male sheep decreased by 

three percent m-o-m. It however increased by 40 percent y-o-y, reaching SYP 

488,256/sheep in June 2021 (Chart 11).  

Homs recorded the highest average price of a two-year old alive male sheep 

at SYP 594,905/head (remaining constant m-o-m), while Lattakia recorded 

the lowest price at SYP 375,208/head (down 33 percent m-o-m).  

Broken down by region, the cross-border region recorded the highest aver-

age price across Syria at SYP 523,019/sheep (up four percent m-o-m), fol-

lowed by the middle region at SYP 514,754/sheep (down five percent m-o-

m). While northwest Syria recorded the lowest price at SYP 454,875/sheep 

(down four percent m-o-m), followed by northeast Syria at SYP 460,072/

sheep (down two percent m-o-m).  

In June 2021, the ToT between an alive two-year old male sheep and wheat 

flour was 261 kg/sheep (unchanged m-o-m). Moreover, the ToT worsened by 

30 percent since June 2020.  

Broken down by region, the cross-border region recorded the highest ToT at 

371 kg/sheep (up three percent m-o-m), followed by the middle region at 

272 kg/sheep (up one percent m-o-m). While northwest Syria recorded the 

lowest ToT at 204 kg/sheep (down 11 percent m-o-m), followed by the 

southern region at 241 kg/sheep (down four percent m-o-m) - Chart 12. 

Chart 9: Daily wage for unskilled labour, SYP  

Source: WFP  

Chart 10: Terms of Trade (ToT) between wheat flour and wage rate 

Chart 11: Price of livestock, SYP/one 2Y old sheep 

Chart 12: Terms of Trade (ToT) between wheat flour and the price of a 

2 year old sheep 

4. The ToT are proxy indicators of the purchasing power of households that rely on livestock and/or casual labour as their main source of income for the purchase of cereals from local 

markets. ToT are important components of food security analysis. Changes in the terms of trade between wages/livestock and staple food commodities are indicative of the trends in 

purchasing power and the impact on the food security situation of households dependent on food purchases through income from daily wage labour and/or the sale of livestock.  
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COVID-19 NFIs 

Between May and June 2021, the price of all monitored COVID-19 items de-

creased. M-o-m, the price of surgeon masks, plastic gloves and soap bars de-

creased by 24, 18 and 17 percent, reaching SYP 341/mask, SYP 529/pair and 

SYP 512/bar, respectively. Moreover, m-o-m, the price of hand gel, bleach and 

alcohol spray decreased by nine, six and one percent, reaching SYP 1,100/50 

ml, SYP 1,415/litre and SYP 2,236/200 ml, respectively.  

Compared to June 2020, the price of all COVID-19 items increased except for 

surgeon masks which decreased by 12 percent. The price of plastic gloves and 

alcohol spray increased by 130 and 79 percent, respectively. Moreover, the 

prices of hand gel, bleach and soap bars increased by 43, 42 and 33 percent, 

respectively.   

Additionally, compared to February 2020 (prior to the COVID-19 outbreak in 

Syria), the price of all items in June 2021 were found to have increased. For 

example the price of hand gel, alcohol spray and plastic gloves increased by 

356, 435 and 689 percent, respectively. Also, the price of bleach, soap bars 

and surgeon masks increased by 240, 244 and 332 percent, respectively.  

Key food-items retail prices 

Fresh eggs 

M-o-m, the national average retail price of fresh eggs throughout Syria in-

creased by 12 percent reaching SYP 7,453/30 eggs. Moreover, the price of 

fresh eggs increased by 43 percent since December 2020 (six months ago) and 

by 211 percent since June 2020.  

As-Sweida recorded the highest fresh eggs price at SYP 8,320/30 eggs (up 12 

percent m-o-m), while Al-Hasakeh recorded the lowest price at SYP 6,339/30  

eggs (up three percent m-o-m).   

Broken down by region, the southern region recorded the highest price at SYP 

7,933/30 eggs (up 15 percent m-o-m), followed by the coastal region at SYP 

7,902/30 eggs (up 16 percent m-o-m). While the cross-border region recorded 

the lowest price of fresh eggs at SYP 6,062/30 eggs (up five percent m-o-m), 

followed by northeast Syria at SYP 6,960/30 eggs (up six percent m-o-m).  

Source: WFP  

Table 2: Prices of key COVID-19 items, week-on-week in June 2021, SYP  

Table 3: Monthly price changes of key COVID-19 items, SYP  

National average 
Feb-20 
(SYP) 

Jun-21 
(SYP) 

% Change  

Surgeon mask  79         341 332% 

Gloves (pair) 67         529  689% 

Alcohol spray (200 ml) 418       2,236  435% 

Bleach bottle (L) 416       1,415  240% 

Hand gel (50 ml) 241       1,100  356% 

Soap bar 149         512 244% 

Source: WFP  

Chart 13: Retail Prices of Fresh Eggs, SYP  

Chart 14: Retail Prices of Sugar, SYP  

Sugar 

In June 2021, the national average retail price of sugar increased by three percent m-o-m, reaching SYP 1,985/kg. Moreover, the national average 

price increased by 30 percent since December 2020 (six months ago) and by 50 percent since June 2020. Ar-Raqqa recorded the highest sugar price 

at SYP 2,140/kg (up 18 percent m-o-m), while Al-Hasakeh recorded the lowest price of SYP 1,726/kg (up one percent m-o-m).  

Broken down by region, the coastal region recorded the highest price of SYP 2,068/kg (down seven percent m-o-m), followed by the southern region 

at SYP 2,000/kg (up two percent m-o-m). While northwest Syria recorded the lowest price at SYP 1,940/kg (up five percent m-o-m), followed by 

northeast Syria at SYP 1,950/kg (up nine percent m-o-m).  

National average 
Week 1     

(SYP) 
Week 2      

(SYP) 
Week 3   

(SYP) 
Week 4  

(SYP) 
Week 5   

(SYP) 
% Change               

(June W5 & W1) 

Surgeon mask               348                340             343             338             336  -3% 

Gloves (pair)              532                519             530             532             531  0% 

Alcohol spray (200 ml)           2,313             2,276          2,241         2,215          2,142  -7% 

Bleach bottle (L)           1,411             1,414          1,420         1,420          1,411  0% 

Hand gel (50 ml)           1,094             1,097          1,089         1,088          1,132  3% 

Soap bar              531                515             516             504             496  -7% 
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