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Highlights  

○ In November, the national average 
price of WFP’s standard reference food 
basket reached its highest ever record-
ed level since monitoring started (2013), 
increasing by five percent between Oc-
tober and November 2021 and reaching 
SYP 213,223 (USD 85 at the official ex-
change rate of SYP 2,500/USD). 

○  On 1 November, the Ministry of Inter-
nal Trade and Consumer Protection 
(MoITCP) increased the price of domes-
tic gas cylinders sold through the elec-
tronic card from SYP 4,200/10 kg to SYP 
9,700/10 kg. On 13 November, the MoI-
TCP also set the price of diesel and 90-
octane gasoline that is distributed out-
side the allocations and through the 
electronic card, at SYP 1,700/L and SYP 
2,500/L, respectively. 

○ The continued depreciation of the 
Turkish Lira against the US dollar has 
significantly increased prices  in Novem-
ber throughout the opposition-held 
areas in Northwest Syria. M-o-m, the 
price of vegetable oil, wheat flour and 
sugar increased in Turkish Lira by 21, 17 
and 14 percent respectively. 

○ In November 2021, the Syrian pound’s 
informal exchange rate weakened by 
0.3 percent, reaching SYP 3,486/USD. 
The  Syrian pound’s informal exchange 
rate has depreciated by 24 percent since 
November 2020. 

○ For further information, please con-
tact: 

Jan Michiels at  
Jan.Michiels@wfp.org   
 
Abdelrahman Hamza at                       
Abdelrahman.Hamza@wfp.org  

 

 

 

 

   

Standard Food Basket 
The national average price of a standard reference 

food basket1 increased by five percent between 

October and November 2021, reaching SYP 

213,223. The national average food basket price 

has increased by 27 percent in the past six months 

(May 2021) and by 115 percent in the last year 

(November 2020) (Figure 1). This is the third con-

secutive month with record levels for the national 

average food basket price. The continued fuel 

shortages across Syria have further contributed to 

the food basket price increase.  

M-o-m, all 14 governorates recorded an increasing 

average reference food basket price in November 

2021. The highest m-o-m increase of 10 percent 

was reported in Al-Hasakeh and Quneitra reaching 

SYP 135,426 and SYP 232,548 respectively. While 

the lowest m-o-m increase, of one percent, was 

reported in Hama and Idleb reaching SYP 215,619 

and  SYP 233,767 respectively. Idleb continued to 

report the highest average food basket price in 

November. 

Year-on-year (y-o-y), the price of the reference food 

basket has significantly increased across all 14 gov-

ernorates. Rural Damascus recorded the highest 

increase (up 138 percent), while Al-Hasakeh record-

ed the lowest increase (up 67 percent).  

The gap between the highest and lowest average 

food basket prices slightly decreased by one per-

cent from SYP 91,368 in October 2021 to SYP 

90,800 in November 2021; it however increased by 

101 percent since November 2020 (Chart 1). This 

gap highlights continued supply chain and fuel dis-

ruptions affecting the country throughout the last 

year. 

Figure 1: Food basket cost and changes, SYP 

Map 1: Location of markets monitored by WFP  
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Chart 1: National min., max. and average food basket cost, SYP 

1. The standard food basket is a group of essential food commodities. In Syria, the food basket is set at a group of dry goods providing 2,060 kcal a day for a family of five during a month. The basket includes 

37 kg bread, 19 kg rice, 19 kg lentils, 5 kg of sugar, and 7 litres of vegetable oil.  

Picture @ WFP/Hussam Al Saleh 
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Special Focus: Impact of the Turkish Lira Depreciation on Commodity Prices in the Cross-border Region 

Food-items Price 

In November 2021, retail prices of all cereals increased in the Cross-border 

region. M-o-m, the average price of bulgur increased by 13 percent, reaching 

TRY 5.5/kg. The price of Egyptian white rice increased by 14 percent reaching 

TRY 8.6/kg, and that of wheat flour increased by 17 percent, reaching TRY 5.8/

kg (Chart 2a). Comparing the fifth week to the first week of November, cereal 

prices have significantly risen by 32 percent for bulgur, 33 percent for Egyptian 

white rice and by 44 percent for wheat flour (Table 1). 

The price of meat products has also increased. M-o-m, the average price of 

minced beef increased by three percent reaching TRY 50.3/kg, and the average 

price of a carton of eggs increased by 13 percent reaching TRY 29.2/30 pieces. 

Comparing the fifth week to the first week of November, the average price of 

minced beef and eggs have increased by 11 percent and 18 percent respec-

tively. The price of other main food items like sugar, red split lentils and vege-

table oil, also increased between October and November 2021 by 14, 19 and 21 

percent, reaching TRY 7.57/Kg, TRY 10.96/kg and TRY 19.8/litre, respectively 

(Chart 2b). Between the first and fifth week of November, prices have also in-

creased by 28 percent for sugar and red split lentils and by 34 percent for vege-

table oil  

Fuel Price 

Moreover, the informal butane gas cylinder price and the price of informal die-

sel used for transport throughout the Cross-border region, increased m-o-m by  

two and 13 percent, reaching TRY 127.1/refill and TRY 8.8/litre, respectively in 

November 2021. When comparing the fifth week of November to its first week, 

the price of fuel increased significantly by 24 percent for informal diesel for 

transport and by 35 percent for the informal butane gas cylinder. 

 
2 Depreciation of Turkish Lira in November-2021: https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/turkish-lira-drifts-off-record-low-erdogan-defends-policy-rate-2021-11-23/ 
3 Inflation rate in Turkey: https://www.bbc.com/news/business-59681825 

Overview 

On 23 November, the Turkish Lira (TRY) depreciated against the US dollar by 15 percent after President Recep Tayyip Erdogan defended the central 

bank for cutting interest rates for the third consecutive month, declaring an “economic war of independence”2. The Turkish Lira has depreciated 

against the US dollar by more than 40 percent in 2021, including a 29 percent decline in November only. The inflation rate in Turkey in November 2021 

was estimated at 21 percent3.  

The depreciation of the Turkish Lira has worsened the cost-of-living faced by Syrians in the Cross-border region. Since June 2020, the authorities in the 

opposition-held areas in Northwest Syria (the Cross-border region) have authorized the use of the Turkish Lira for transactions in the area. Moreover, 

in the Cross-border region, most commodities are imported from Turkey and the recent plummeting of the Turkish Lira has resulted in increases in the 

price of food and non-food items in the region. 

Chart 2a: Main food-items’ retail prices in the Cross-border region, TRY 

Source: WFP  

Table 1: Prices of main items, week-on-week in November 2021, TRY  

Cross-Border Region 
Week 1        

(TRY) 
Week 2         

(TRY) 
Week 3        

(TRY) 
Week 4         

(TRY) 

% Change                                    
(November W5 & W1) 

Week 5  
(TRY) 

Bulgur (Kg) 4.96 5.18 5.26 5.87 6.57 32% 

Red Split Lentils (Kg) 10.03 10.26          10.42 11.85 12.79 28% 

Vegetable oil (L) 17.66 18.10 19.05 21.70 23.70 34% 

Rice (Kg) 7.64 7.96 8.36 9.29 10.13 33% 

Sugar (Kg) 6.86 7.03 7.32 8.23 28% 8.80 

Wheat Flour (Kg) 5.08 5.15 5.37 6.48 44% 7.30 

Eggs (30 Pcs) 27.35 27.80 29.22 30.45 18% 32.20 

Minced Beef (Kg) 49.13 49.76 49.04 50.14 11% 54.50 

Informal Transport Diesel (L) 8.12 8.22 8.49 9.41 24% 10.07 

Informal Butane Gas (25,000 L)  113.62 116.79 122.14 136.70 35% 153.48 

Source: WFP  

Chart 2b: Main food-items retail prices in the Cross-border region, TRY 

Source: WFP  
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Staple cereals retail prices 

Wheat Flour 

M-o-m, the national average retail price of wheat flour throughout Syria in-

creased in November 2021 by six percent, reaching SYP 2,264/kg. The wheat 

flour price also increased by 17 percent compared to May 2021 and by 91 per-

cent y-o-y. Rural Damascus recorded the highest average wheat flour price in 

November at SYP 2,498/kg (up 10 percent m-o-m), while Idleb recorded the 

lowest average monthly price of SYP 1,880/kg (unchanged m-o-m).  

Broken down by regions, Northwest Syria recorded the highest monthly average 

retail price at SYP 2,473/kg (up six percent m-o-m), followed by the Southern 

region at SYP 2,343/kg (up seven percent m-o-m). While the Cross-border re-

gion recorded the lowest retail price at SYP 1,975/kg (up two percent m-o-m), 

followed by Northeast Syria at SYP 2,153/kg (up four percent m-o-m) - Chart 3.  

Rice 

The national average retail price of Egyptian white rice increased by one per-

cent compared to October 2021 and by 80 percent y-o-y, reaching SYP 2,866/kg 

in November 2021. Tartous recorded the highest price at SYP 4,496/kg (up nine 

percent m-o-m), while Al-Hasakeh recorded the lowest price at SYP 2,500/kg 

(up eight percent m-o-m). 

M-o-m, the Coastal region recorded the highest price at SYP 3,590/kg (up six 

percent m-o-m), followed by the Southern region at SYP 3,016/kg (unchanged 

m-o-m). Northwest Syria recorded the lowest average Egyptian white rice price 

by region at SYP 2,534/kg (unchanged m-o-m), followed by the Middle region at 

SYP 2,577/kg (down one percent m-o-m) - Chart 4.  

Bulgur  

M-o-m, the national average retail price of bulgur increased by 10 percent at 

SYP 2,560/kg in November 2021, whereas y-o-y, the price of bulgur increased by 

91 percent. Homs recorded the highest bulgur retail price at SYP 2,970/kg (up 

17 percent m-o-m), while Idleb recorded the lowest price at SYP 2,013/kg 

(down two percent m-o-m).  

Northwest Syria recorded the highest average bulgur price by region at SYP 

2,788/kg (up 14 percent m-o-m), followed by the Middle region at SYP 2,784/kg 

(up 12 percent m-o-m). On the other hand, the Cross-border region recorded 

the lowest average bulgur price at SYP 1,786/kg (unchanged m-o-m), followed 

by Northeast Syria at SYP 2,268/kg (up seven percent m-o-m) - Chart 5.  

Bread* 

The national average price of subsidized bread increased by one percent m-o-m  

reaching SYP 243/bundle in November 2021. Its price increased by 142 percent 

since November 2020.   

Moreover, the price of commercial bread increased by five percent m-o-m and 

by 85 percent y-o-y, reaching SYP 2,148/bundle. Lattakia recorded the highest 

commercial bread price of SYP 2,596/bundle (down three percent m-o-m), 

while Tartous recorded the lowest price of SYP 1,244/bundle (down one per-

cent m-o-m).  

Broken down by regions, the Southern region recorded the highest price of SYP 

2,338/bundle (up six percent m-o-m), while the Middle region recorded the 

lowest price at SYP 2,267/bundle (up 10 percent m-o-m).  

Chart 3: Retail Prices of Wheat Flour, SYP 

Chart 4: Retail Prices of Rice, SYP  

Chart 5: Retail Prices of Bulgur, SYP  

Source: WFP Field Offices 

*Starting from March 2021, WFP-monitored commercial bread has been switched from resold public bread bundles to commercial bread sold at shops. Prices for the past year have been 

adjusted to include commercial bread resold from shops. Moreover, all prices have been adjusted to reflect bread bundle size of 1.1 kg instead of 1.3 kg since November 2020.  

Chart 6: Retail Prices of commercial bread, SYP  

Legend on regions of analysis: ‘Northwest’=Aleppo; ‘Cross-border’=Idleb & Aleppo [A’zaz, Atarib & Afrin]; ‘Coastal’=Lattakia & Tartous; 

‘Northeast’=Ar-Raqqa, Al-Hasakeh & Deir-ez-Zor; ‘Middle’=Hama, Homs and Idleb [Senjar]; ‘South’=Damascus, Rural Damascus, Dar’a, As-Sweida 

& Quneitra.  
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Source: WFP field offices 

Source: WFP 

Exchange rate** 
In November 2021, the informal SYP/USD exchange rate remained gener-

ally unchanged (depreciating m-o-m by 0.3 percent), reaching SYP 3,486/

USD. Moreover, the Syrian pound has depreciated by 24 percent since 

November 2020.  

The highest informal exchange rate was reported in Damascus at SYP 

3,506/USD (unchanged m-o-m ), followed by Deir-ez-Zor and Rural Da-

mascus at SYP 3,499/USD (unchanged m-o-m). On the other hand, the 

lowest rate was reported in Aleppo at SYP 3,470/USD (depreciated by 0.5 

percent m-o-m), followed by Hama and Homs at SYP 3,478/USD 

(depreciated by one percent m-o-m for each governorate).  

Moreover, the formal exchange rate and the UN operational rate have 

both remained unchanged m-o-m at SYP 2,500/USD.  

Diesel  

On 13 November, the Ministry of Internal Trade and Consumer Protec-

tion (MoITCP) set the price of diesel and 90-octane gasoline that is dis-

tributed outside the allocations and through the electronic card, at SYP 

1,700/L and SYP 2,500/L, respectively4.  

Moreover, the informal national average price of transport diesel de-

creased by three percent m-o-m, while it increased by 248 percent y-o-y, 

reaching SYP 2,960/litre in November 2021. The informal price remains 

five times higher than the formal price (SYP 471/litre) - Chart 7. As-

Sweida recorded the highest informal price at SYP 3,990/litre (up one 

percent m-o-m), while Al-Hasakeh recorded the lowest price at SYP 486/

litre (up 34 percent m-o-m).  

Broken down by regions, the Southern region recorded the highest price 

of informal transport diesel at SYP 3,610/litre (down two percent m-o-m), 

while Northeast Syria recorded the lowest price at SYP 1,270/litre (up 10 

percent m-o-m).   

Moreover, the informal national average price of heating diesel de-

creased by one percent m-o-m, reaching SYP 2,916/litre. Broken down by 

regions, the Southern region recorded the highest price at SYP 3,880/litre 

(up seven percent m-o-m), while Northeast Syria recorded the lowest 

price at SYP 1,600/litre (up two percent m-o-m). 

Butane gas prices 

On 1 November, the MoITCP increased the price of domestic gas cylin-

ders sold through the electronic card to SYP 9,700/10 kg5.  

The national average price of formal butane gas cylinder (25,000 L) in-

creased by 109 percent m-o-m and by 249 percent y-o-y, reaching SYP 

9,729/refill In November 2021.  

Moreover, the informal national average price of one butane gas cylinder 

(25,000 L) slightly decreased by three percent m-o-m, while it increased 

by 352 percent y-o-y, reaching SYP 73,899/refill in November 2021. Tar-

tous recorded the highest price at SYP 130,167/refill (down 12 percent m-

o-m), while Al-Hasakeh recorded the lowest price at SYP 13,342/refill (up 

four percent m-o-m).  

Broken down by regions, the Coastal region recorded the highest infor-

mal butane gas refill price at SYP 97,417/refill (down five percent m-o-m), 

while Northeast Syria recorded the lowest price at SYP 23,530/refill (up 

four percent m-o-m).  

**When measuring exchange rates, there are two quotations. The first is the direct quotation where the US dollar is the base of measuring the change in exchange rate against the local currency. The 

second one is the indirect quotation where the local currency is the base of measuring the change in the exchange rate against the US dollar. The change in the exchange rate used below reflects the indi-

rect quotation (measuring how much has the Syrian pound improved (appreciated) or worsened (depreciated) against the US dollar).  

***No formal prices have been reported in the cross-border region because there is no subsidized diesel or butane gas in the region.  
4Increase the price of  diesel and 90-Octane gasoline outside the allocations and through the electronic card: http://www.sana.sy/?p=1527595 
5 Increase the price of domestic butane gas cylinder in November: http://www.sana.sy/?p=1509533 

Governorate November 2021 
 % change         
(m-o-m) 

% change        
(y-o-y) 

Aleppo 3,470 -0.5% -25% 

Al-Hasakeh 3,483 -1% -25% 

Ar-Raqqa 3,486 -1% -26% 

As-Sweida 3,486 -0.2% -25% 

Damascus 3,506 0.01% -24% 

Dar'a 3,491 0.2% -24% 

Deir-ez-Zor 3,499 0.03% -23% 

Hama 3,478 -1% -23% 

Homs 3,478 -1% -23% 

Idleb  3,485 -0.3% -27% 

Lattakia 3,480 -1% -23% 

Quneitra 3,486 0.04% -25% 

Rural Damascus 3,499 0.2% -24% 

Tartous 3,480 -1% -23% 

National average 3,486 -0.3% -24% 

Official rate 2,500 0% -50% 

Table 2: Informal market exchange rate, 1 USD to SYP  

Chart 7: Formal and informal transport diesel prices, SYP*** 

Chart 8: Formal and informal butane gas cylinder prices, SYP*** 
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Terms of Trade (ToT)6 

ToT between wage labour and wheat flour 

The national average non-skilled labour wage, representing construction, 

off-loading and agricultural labour, was recorded at SYP 8,331/day (up four 

percent m-o-m) in November 2021. Moreover, the wage rate was 80 per-

cent above its y-o-y level and 30 percent above levels recorded in May 2021 

- Chart 9.  

Lattakia recorded the highest daily wage rate at SYP 12,956/day (up six per-

cent m-o-m), while Deir-ez-Zor recorded the lowest daily wage rate at SYP 

4,424/day (down 4 percent m-o-m). Broken down by region, the Coastal 

region recorded the highest wage rate of SYP 12,233/day (up one percent m

-o-m), while Northeast Syria recorded the lowest wage rate of SYP 6,054/

day (up one percent m-o-m). 

The national average ToT between wheat flour and wage labour, a proxy 

indicator for purchasing power, decreased by two percent between October 

and November 2021, reaching 3.68 kgs of wheat flour/daily wage compared 

to 3.74 kgs of wheat flour in October 2021.  

The national average ToT between wheat flour and wage labour increased 

by 11 percent compared to May 2021 (six months ago), while it decreased 

by six percent compared to November 2020. In other words, the national 

average daily wage of a non-skilled labourer could buy 3.68 kgs of wheat 

flour in November 2021 compared to 3.3 kgs in May 2021, and 3.9 kgs in 

November 2020. 

Broken down by region, the Coastal region recorded the highest ToT at 5.37 

kgs (down 0.5 percent m-o-m), while Northwest Syria recorded the lowest 

ToT at 2.6 kgs (down five percent m-o-m) - Chart 10. 

ToT between sheep and wheat flour 

The national average price of a two-year old alive male sheep decreased by 

five percent m-o-m, while it increased by 25 percent since November 2020, 

reaching SYP 478,416/sheep in November 2021 (Chart 11).  

Tartous recorded the highest average price of a two-year old alive male 

sheep at SYP 623,889/head (down one percent m-o-m), while Deir-ez-Zor 

recorded the lowest price at SYP 413,860/head (up one percent m-o-m).  

Broken down by region, the Coastal region recorded the highest average 

price across Syria at SYP 576,111/sheep (unchnaged m-o-m), followed by 

the Southern region at SYP 505,633/sheep (up two percent m-o-m). While 

the Cross-border region recorded the lowest price at SYP 439,181/sheep 

(down 10 percent m-o-m), followed by the Northeast Syria region at SYP 

442,021/sheep (down two percent m-o-m).  

In November 2021, the ToT between an alive two-year old male sheep and 

wheat flour was 211 kg/sheep (down 10 percent m-o-m). However, the ToT 

worsened by 35 percent since November 2020.  

Broken down by region, the Coastal region recorded the highest ToT at 253 

kg/sheep (down one percent m-o-m), followed by the Cross-border region 

at 222 kg/sheep (down 12 percent m-o-m). While Northwest Syria recorded 

the lowest ToT at 184 kg/sheep (down nine percent m-o-m), followed by 

the Middle region at 197 kg/sheep (down 25 percent m-o-m) - Chart 12. 

Chart 9: Daily wage for unskilled labour, SYP  

Source: WFP  

Chart 10: Terms of Trade (ToT) between wheat flour and wage rate 

Chart 11: Price of livestock, SYP/one 2Y old sheep 

Chart 12: Terms of Trade (ToT) between wheat flour and the price of a 

2 year old sheep 

6The ToT are proxy indicators of the purchasing power of households that rely on livestock and/or casual labour as their main source of income for the purchase of cereals from local 

markets. ToT are important components of food security analysis. Changes in the terms of trade between wages/livestock and staple food commodities are indicative of the trends in 

purchasing power and the impact on the food security situation of households dependent on food purchases through income from daily wage labour and/or the sale of livestock.  
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COVID-19 NFIs 

Between October and November 2021, the price of all monitored COVID-19 

items increased except for surgeon masks and bleach. M-o-m, the price of 

alcohol spray, soap bars, hand gel and plastic gloves increased by five, six, 

eight and 33 percent, reaching SYP 751/pair, SYP 2,661/200 ml, SYP 625/bar, 

and SYP 1,587/50 ml, respectively. On the other hand, the price of surgeon 

masks and bleach decreased m-o-m by one and 21 percent, reaching SYP 391/

mask and SYP 416/litre, respectively. 

The price of all COVID-19 items has increased since November 2020. The price 

of surgeon masks, alcohol spray and plastic gloves increased by 15, 65 and 

118 percent, respectively. Moreover, the price of bleach, hand gel, and soap 

bars increased by 10, 71, and 77 percent, respectively.   

Additionally, the price of all items in November 2021 significantly increased 

compared to February 2020 (prior to the COVID-19 outbreak in Syria). For 

example the price of alcohol spray, hand gel and plastic gloves increased by 

537, 558, and 1,021 percent, respectively. Also, the price of bleach, soap bars 

and surgeon masks increased by 193, 319 and 394 percent, respectively.  

Key food-items retail prices 

Red Split Lentils 

M-o-m, the national average retail price of red split lentils increased by 13 

percent throughout Syria, reaching SYP 3,938/kg. The price of red split lentils 

also increased by 41 percent since May 2021 (six months ago) and by 152 

percent since November 2020.  

Hama recorded the highest red split lentils price at SYP 4,480/kg (up six per-

cent m-o-m), followed by Rural Damascus at SYP 4,392/kg (up 24 percent m-o

-m). While Al-Hasakeh recorded the lowest price at SYP 2,573/kg (up 19 per-

cent m-o-m), followed by Dar’a at SYP 3,403/kg (down six percent m-o-m).  

Broken down by region, Northwest Syria recorded the highest price at SYP 

3,816/kg (up nine percent m-o-m), followed by the Middle region at SYP 

4,330/kg (up 17 percent m-o-m). While Northeast Syria recorded the lowest 

price of red split lentils at SYP 3,544/kg (up 13 percent m-o-m), followed by 

the Cross-border region at SYP 3,665/kg (up two percent m-o-m).  

Source: WFP  

Table 3: Prices of key COVID-19 items, week-on-week in November 2021, SYP  

Table 4: Monthly price changes of key COVID-19 items, SYP  

National average Feb-20 (SYP) Nov-21  (SYP) % Change  

Surgeon mask  79  391 394% 

Gloves (pair) 67  751 1021% 

Alcohol spray (200 ml) 418  2,661 537% 

Bleach bottle (L) 416  1,219 193% 

Hand gel (50 ml) 241  1,587 558% 

Soap bar 149  625 319% 

Source: WFP  

Chart 13: Retail Prices of Red Split Lentils, SYP  

Chart 14: Retail Prices of Fresh Eggs, SYP  

Fresh eggs 

M-o-m, the national average retail price of fresh eggs throughout Syria increased by two percent reaching SYP 10,587/30 eggs. Moreover, the price 

of fresh eggs increased by 58 percent since May 2021 (six months ago) and by 107 percent since November 2020. As-Sweida recorded the highest 

fresh eggs price at SYP 11,392/30 eggs (up four percent m-o-m), while Idleb recorded the lowest price at SYP 9,836/30 eggs (down three percent m-o

-m).  

Broken down by region, Northwest Syria recorded the highest price at SYP 10,794/30 eggs (up one percent m-o-m), while the Cross-border region 

recorded the lowest price of fresh eggs at SYP 9,759/30 eggs (down two percent m-o-m). 

National average Week 1    (SYP) Week 2     (SYP) Week 3  (SYP) Week 5   (SYP) 
% Change                                    

(November W5 & W1) 
Week 4   (SYP) 

Surgeon mask  393 392 387 389 -1% 392 

Gloves (pair) 734 756 742 786 7% 738 

Alcohol spray (200 ml) 2,623 2,629 2,653 2,709 3% 2,696 

Bleach bottle (L) 1,197 1,212 1,215 1,238 3% 1,234 

Hand gel (50 ml) 1,550 1,577 1,602 1,604 3% 1,600 

Soap bar 604 622 626 636 5% 636 
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