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Untroducti on

The Kyrgyz Republic is a |landlfTbckedrcetinarmsi hoCsehedali ghtapn t1}
with an economy heavily reliamtgoatiaboufomdgsaetuontgndnd nutrit
remittances, which in turn i mpampbrthacpovértgmanhttahoed in relie\
security situation in the couhhsgpctthroyghndevbheal mphabnehsnutri:t
Besides remittances, migratioancomerivbewesftmigration in the Ky
communiteiseisl i ence and devel opnteinRer eamtd iinsp aacltsso oatn women and chil
i mportant strategy used by househel dsi bo bepwewnt hemittances, f

income uncertainty and food inséecutibp rsskHEsEscussed, as remittar

. ontributor t ert reduction i1
A research on the socnoelcgonoonmlcc ?Fects 8f 809/8?5 y ¢ h K
. c on scusses o) e r z
returnees in The Kyrgyz Reb%bﬁlec *Qung that tﬁe Cr(])VWD ) yray
. . . enlgaglng with the Kgrtgxz,mlgrants :
pandemic has had negative impacts on migrants an eir
S . demgnstrates h-d® ]Jplaad@@mV@DaFected |
families with border closures an temporar¥ business
. . ,mlrﬂrapts and heir famrketesn,i hobkas
shutdowns, reducing t hgee e rogttiloon s or 1 ncome )
S 1 of emﬁloyment ?nd access to social
activities and therefore | eaving them more ood_ I nsecur e. )
. . s ums UP 8][6VIOUS di scussions in pr
gt i s evident that better managemen remittances ) )
S . . and su]ggests concrete further joint
providing |livelihood opportunities r returned migrants )
di Ferent actorF in the country, i nc
and households dependent on remittances could ) . .
. . ,addrel'sF i ssues re}atlng to mlgratlc
contribute not only to |mmed|at¢ta at,evue\tloP1 0K pov rtRy aBI'
. . n rition. in e rg) u i c.
food insecurity, but also to tHe sustalnabfe Ilgep?/ﬁoogpand
i mproved food security and nutrition of migrants and their
families over the | onger term.

190M, Kyrgyzstan: Study on t he-190 wino eReed ruamiece sEF 2dt2sl ,o0 fht @ @\WBU D / pnesht luislayacti ioerc s feoedtasi-n 0/ book s/ k
1l eturnees
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1. Migration in the K

dn the 20th century, before theafal-A@BA)0,t hen Soweredgdnl oyt tdfe 4

Kyrgyz Republic received many1lB8R4gryaenatrss forlodm wetrse nei t her empl oye
neighboring states, mieldthihiircg t or abillahmigs. hi gh | evel of unempl oymen
demographic prople. After indepenhdenoes mbwrafi mhgnawi on abroad,
to the Kyrgyz Republic became teE_times |ower than in .
; . . See |n9 emﬁ oyment opgo_rtunltles (-
1960 and migrating population from Pe %rg}/z Reﬁu l'i¢c to
. reason or I ati o In the Kyrgyz
other countries became much h|gBer than the Ropulatlon .
. Cin to théTker o Re Ubé_couasﬁmgratlo , migrants contri bt
m ra
flgt S bot h gt@l& | P do_% {%e KP/rgyz Republic %ﬂrolughkreml
actor or o} e erna an rna m ra n s e ac
¢ I) ¢ Xt D tsl(ﬂ}f)s and l(ﬂ_owlf:egg_eltranslfer. The
of employment opportunities aj Rgme (RERECLARtY bAi{8hE more su:
areas and for youth, resultlnﬂ],ln Iarﬂe |P}ernat|on?l
) ) ) . igratio f o ows a safe regul ar @
mi gration nows primarily to the Russhan Federation an
. ) . ) route that protects the rights of 1
internalarmamlImi gration primarily towardbs . .
. . the |Iloeger benents of the migration
Bi shkek and Osh, and their surroundings, Over the Past t e .
migrants; therr famil es, an t heir

External Mi g rUanttieam a | Mi gr at

The Kyrgyz Republic has a popdhtaeroalomi gréatimohl| fopsnaadpabylt@ar u
2020, 774,000 Kyrgyz citizenhsribkethanagsimdatobsttheegguhbryrur al
Some 800,000 to 1,000,000 Kyrgyricutiwmersi 6ababfed0 to nuctuati
percent of At hleabcoorunftorryce) r e g ualnadr leympw oorykmeanbtr odaude, t o cl i mati c f ac
with approximately 50,000 Kyrgwnptutreaviirhgrtehereoupbpoy tar al hous
work every year. They work inovamboesfamct gr mme mbec bsuetlcnthogr sci ti es

ail, hotels, restaurants, baker seéhwahncsaugcrhi caosh sttrraedcet,i osne, r vaincde s
agricPAboue.76 percent are undenud3Bcyeaisgol dhandodetrr tot irenuce
53 percent %Woemewomengrant wor kreirssk aodfe poverty and to cope®with p

ret

employed mostly in services, &Hdatgenepgal ¢l ppbbhesin rural areas ar
manufacturing, and ds domestiandoikeersure incomes, |imited acce
Most of the migrant workers hQSS'EBCHS glr}gs;sgﬁlal.s.erV|ces, an
Federation and, to a | esser eitale%t“,e?paRgngRgtrtaHnéﬁldes' Thus,
Turkey. The main reasons forcs{}tsglrzsa gﬁdsﬁggaﬁﬁs?gneggﬁﬁg from
the preferred destinations (pHPFe¥g(r:nP|oP 5'ne2}é geographical
proximity, |l anguage acnity, r &hl ea tpiovped lya rl edsess hctoemephedt b ntsiiofgno aitni on a
employment, and stron®Thdei aspoaradn®stwor Katernal mi grants make up
wi despread uptake of informal Bempkegkompuht'dpsacoi cesemulti ve in in
mi grant workers at risk of expkbttemeobhsandtdeabusg,the numbers n
including human traccking. than reported. Their access to hea
al so hampered by thekmewgnsasation
Propiska, requiring migrants to re
public servhea®lst suamhe aswater, educ
2 MartinJdcghrualteiron Patterns of t hd eRBopuwlpatliadn oinrs Ky rAgy s tcemtr al e, 2007/ 1, paragraph 20. ht

eps/ 1967#text .

3 UNDP, Human Devel opment Reports, July 2020, http://hdr.undpn20 D¥tetny si:n/dinciagtroartsi/olndd7adt0a6p. o rdtC
data?cm49=417&focus=prople+&i =stock_achange_&t=2019

4 4OM, Mi gration Data Portal, Kyrgyzstan, 2019, https:// migra&ti2zddndat aportal .org/ data?cm49:-

5 ADB and UND®,i €COWVKE® Kyrgyz Republic: Socioeconomic and Vulner@abBbltitpy: Ymwpavowt aAlds @es gment a
document sl/9%cyvg@wapuslbictc oec eovmd miedc-amphicty

6 State Department on Migration under the supervision of theziyn.gyRi gholiesk mme/nt-¢ce Jlog/nwp Repc
content/upl oads/dd&I@Mdd1l./ Edf ny]j

7FUDH, Women and children from Kyrgyzstarmtdamect édvwhwy nrihg roatgi/ iiMG/ S e@gteebrlperd f20 k6 ,r gy zst an_uk

8 WFP, Scoping study on social protection and safety nets f18g. elnbhhanced food security and r

9 4OM, Unternal Migr athitotnpsi:n /Kyyrrggyyzzssttaam,. i200ml. 8.nt / si tes/ kyrgyzstan/ples/publication/ Unterna
10 4Y40M and WFP, Populations -h® foskhufligneljcatgoasi o L£LO¥Udi spl acement, 2020

11 4gOM, Unternal Mi gration Kyrgyzstan Report, 2018
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https://migrationdataportal.org/data?cm49=417&focus=profile+&i=stock_achange_&t=2019
https://migrationdataportal.org/data?cm49=417&focus=profile+&i=stock_achange_&t=2019
https://www.adb.org/documents/covid-19-kyrgyz-republic-socioeconomic-vulnerability-impact
https://www.adb.org/documents/covid-19-kyrgyz-republic-socioeconomic-vulnerability-impact
http://rce.kg/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Edinyj-doklad-final.pdf
http://rce.kg/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Edinyj-doklad-final.pdf
https://www.fidh.org/IMG/pdf/rapport_kyrgyzstan_uk-2-web2.pdf
https://kyrgyzstan.iom.int/sites/kyrgyzstan/files/publication/Internal%20Migration%20in%20Kyrgyzstan.pdf
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2 . Remittances and
ensuring

Remittances are one of
benenpts of | abour migration tonthbeKKyggyzRpphblccin
terms of development an

t he

d pove&LZ redua%ion.orh
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e .
) : I nci nce poverrenyi tht
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2.4 Billizonmmakien ud0B9 most 30 percent of the
. . Kyrgyzmeéami ng t hat a
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ccording to the ational
povefihgeed, many househol ds relx].on remittances to
. . ) .remittances contributed to
meet their i mmediate needs, |ncludbng fogd. Globallx,
) o rate %/ 11. percentag, po
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3. Government eForts
mi grants

The government could also impsoaoséai habmetHdedsl opment of the Kyr
attracting Kyrgyz diaspora toAddogagenahtyinaesthenMeetahg of t he
sustainable devel opment . Udn twwethacC€emphtthesse Absoad, hehd in Auq
government is striving to |l evdiragaspepdnthal candeptmahfh -Blagdati on
capital gained from migrationUnhowamtisveatandnahe Mekenim progr am,
devel opment. The Concept of tbheoBbmte Bnhndrabhaooi RBbliogtofiments f

the Kyrgyz R2PBOIi{baRORAs beepaappcopadiion of the Kyrgyz popul at
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21 KaBashkek to host prst meeting of CoungiKlban, R8I ahtkitoépy s/ 2 &ilathha rC oknyp act dngd/ grtreswis A bbrbasahdk e k
councnhrlel atwigalsmpat-aboo.ad/

22 The Ministry of Economytpf/tmenKyogypm. Repubbien

23 ADB, GDP Growth in Asia and the PacipnpgSepsembeDe2@2bdbpm2021 Oubt bp &g ricvdtattiaan. gaadcki Inocr g/ dat aset
asi-dev el oponuetnitook .

24 YOM and UNUCEF, Rapid needs assessment of the challenges fl8cabbgeziaktgeramal wbokemesntand2Qdlk.
25 UYbid.

26 Embassy of the Kyrgyz RepuhditstddydthddRjusigesmmh Fddjerald i 25 ,00ckMlsO 2020 ¢tsHO tlsdsMmdlsj d' dt
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December 2021 | Migration Food Security and Nutrition in the Byrgyz R


http://kabar.kg/eng/news/bishkek-to-host-first-meeting-of-council-on-relations-with-compatriots-abroad/
http://kabar.kg/eng/news/bishkek-to-host-first-meeting-of-council-on-relations-with-compatriots-abroad/
http://mineconom.gov.kg/en
https://data.adb.org/dataset/gdp-growth-asia-and-pacific-asian-development-outlook
https://data.adb.org/dataset/gdp-growth-asia-and-pacific-asian-development-outlook

mal e counterparts (14 percentbgbapoantadi FeEnepae} i andpadipouBliasrhk ek
mi grants that returned to Oshdestynavmpaseliorchd@tehlmadn mngstati ol

(19 percentage point di Ferenchprshly hit Obvyert B® orirsiest

ousehol d reporte a memb
Returned migrants are at risk oP gecomfng P_ood |dnsecure
ruha] a;eaa this share waB
as they have not only reduced their 00 consumption,
. 2 . Ypcome reduction was more
al so compromi sed.’®n faoutabpqunzglltyt, | I ) Bi shk
artic ar i i s e a
mechanism, 86 percent of retuEned mlug{%n?/s P_rom FlﬁhkeE
ndeed, e regiona ea
and Osh had to reduce food intage_gurlng thg Pandegn_ri:_t
(83 percent in Bishkek and 899é8¥végﬁtu{naas\ﬁy.nE){athelse
. t ex} suFered the most ¥rom
percent reduced their food consumption quantities often
. 8oglpared to,21.8 gercenf n
very often, while 39 percent 1 SO someti mes nd only
. g}66.2 percent compared to
percent di@2sperareaeltyof returhed migrants have
. . hgd a hlﬁhef pgrceEt of Qo
compromi sed on food quality (7 percent 1 n I shkek an
. |§§ues £77.5 Percent 8om{)a
85 percent in Osh). Among the t'pﬁJIFnt o] respondents
that did so, 30 percent reducgg {ﬁelar Y?)bd consumpti on
qual ities often/very often, while 32 percent did so

someti mes and 20 percent did so rarely.
CA I dzNB -mp /LhYH D500 67 K2dzaSK2f Rao
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28 Ubid.

29 National Statistics Committee, On the relUulpgasnddmitd eo s altngk@eprsailrdsst vt $mpact-pabltilat COVEI
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http://stat.kg/ru/publications/vliyanie-pandemii-covid-19-na-domashnie-hozyajstva/
http://stat.kg/ru/publications/vliyanie-pandemii-covid-19-na-domashnie-hozyajstva/

WFR assessment in June 2021 indtdbdenseveanabkasd phdtiwerk upon t
country complements the study ofer®@OM mpn oryetduri mdd rmiagd gntasnnd only
in Bishkek and Osh. Around 35 mpedcantstaftblloy odholHbwelvawve even f
members in econocthRcpeigenti bave mpuostymeme, 48 percent reported a
member in migration, while 8 peéemceme.hdw® k2 nfgenpl ewsmeand pans, t
percent have 3 memiaerrds 8i mp emicgernantaijhemwiety would | i ke to migrate ag
reported that at | east one memkeomunfiasy . returned within the

last 12 months. Among those who have returned, 86 percent

]

Figure 4 Returned Migrants empl oyment plans

M Engage in agricultural activities

W Look for irregular non-agricultural wage labour

W Get employed for regular wage labour
Independent work

B Small business

m Migrate and find work in another country;

H No employment plans

B Looking for a job but can't find

Loss,of income due to halted transf
q |||p a C t 0 n r e maljot (Ion e Goe lsignaﬁlhsza)a@,tlaei
. . . decrease_in_ volume of r ittances \
As shown in Figure 1, remittances Fn 2020 ﬁ,ave contrlegnuteg .
. 3 &eEncent of families receiving remi:t
to a reduction of poviéxtowerattéha 9.3_ .percent
. , memétfr g%ageata,d.ln 2020 compared to 2
the previous year, meaning that 13, ¢ People rely on
. stevtlﬁtlcs_ rom the Natlgnal Bank ¢
them to remain out of poverty. It remittances neede
. . . (NKBRZ) showgd onlx a mlanr decr ease
primarily to cover basic consumption needs, many famil il es
. . . remlhtaln.c6e3ﬁ p(ercentage_p0|ntsd) and
have | imited or no savings to cushion t ? ghocks t{lggere, |
. . ingcreas + 1. er nt a ints \
by a fall in or the cessation oF ,remletéances.p Tﬁ?s wPF[plon |t%
. con5|gehed, HUF to a considerabl e ¢
turn aFect consumption pPatterns an ousehol ds
CoL ZRZO cgmgared tfo 2019. The exact ar
capacities to meet food, health, an ucation needs. .
remittances due to the pandemic, h

UOM surveymofhrEntgyen the RusshpnuFedenatbepmal statistics as rer
found that 55 percent of respogmdeonieifhbyd strep meodv semdi nhrough f
remittances between April andodumend020rahbeensst Fibmeganuary tc
mont hs of t h& ipramadcetmiicn t he Rusnsnioam of remittances from individus:
Federation) and an additional p8@8itcpat¢cenamobadi agnto USD 1.1 billi
remittances but a |lower amountambapebbbdfGliakh peeeasmht faf t owar ds
respondents also noted that theahsfaemityasheusatiogchatd statisti
deteriorated somewhat as a resulbltyofehbetpanhdagmes WwWhtheamhttance
additional 17 percent statingretbavethetoufdamal gosihdhthos bad re

greatly deferiorated. their determination to continue to
back home, which would mean that t1I
their savings or compromising their
not sustainable in the medium to |«

30 WFP Food Security Outcome Monitoring , 2021.

31 National Statistics Committee, Poverty Report, 2021

32 From an unpublished dataset wit hiEc oanno nti @M EpFreccjtest 9o,fP Mnhtlee glaVildDy Chlimgnud&wt$s es i n the Russi ar
ation and Central Asia, 2021.

33 4YOM and UNUCEF, Rapid Needs Assessment of the Challenges Fagu®bpr®iagral202Workers and the
34 National Bank of the Kyrgyz Republic
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Government Re’hs pﬂ\ﬁmﬂsehlghllghtedthe gap

cove mi grant s aasndnatmlyeii mf foa nmi
Un the face -109f ptahned eGOMWU D t he gmeivgerrannme norokfer s did not have acces:
the Kyrgyz Republic, especialbyhtmesMupbsatjpbbdbh&Ednediheol ossunir
AFair s, aided returning migrantgisThatgovemsmbhahi sm could be am
primarily provided food and shebgteantwi ahdt/hhedesédmabcessosfto soc
U4OM and committed 188,000 USDptrotaessish smcpemess Undeed, due to
abroad, especially in the Rusefami Gedeirahi oboahdeWnietadl and i nt
Arab Emirates. Additionally, phecpsseebsdemigrasnuedaad ohder famil
to suppor the return of citizhaanagiagi desgdehceadndusttaouthewhi
temporary border closures, nipbtvsegspenst orEsxlpeaaidd sitgi tt thtei aqqrusa.nt i t

- 9 »w O

quarantines through charter nphoghtstgndfbdaea. cbbbweverd on migr at
the embassies also emphasizedi mpabvehasal wbbosranhdroed under st anct
will not be able to return togbbd postcegofi'wteheshubbobrtahe migr :
borders reopen. Kyrgyz diaspopapatganbnataons thehgevernment s

countries also played a signipganppedl!| eoi o rbeaasseeds bavnddd edsagtbag ¢ o ci al

mi grants aFec#®&dalmy €CO¥UYost pudbnecwabdbe policies for migrants ar
cohorts of tAR¥opopubmplen.compbkpepmentlhyg children.

the eForts of the Ministry of Emergency Situation, the

generous supXyrgynfBit hiemdiegil eRi aspor a

Koomaoontri buted to ensure that children of Maksat

school are served hot meals from the beginning of

t h®echool year.

39 Urina Kuznetova, et-18t. ChBi geagesnaaddPGOVEDP Responses i n .KRyir7gy zls tDeenc,e nbeenrt r2a0l2 OA shitat pPsr:d ¢
central asiapr-ognamnofgpwpadsCrRBap€az/ pdhal

40 49LO, Rapid assessment of t he -leSmpp aonydreenmitc iinmp akcytrsg yozfs ttahne, OdxMtUoDsepr5 / 0 DW,p s tptudgpredc/ www. i | o. o1
genevarmoscow/ documents/ publication/wecms_761673. pdf .

41 FAO, 4Y4FAD, 4OM and WFP, The Linkages between Migration, Agvrafoc.udrtgu/r3e/,c aF00022 eSre/ccuarG X 2y2 eam.dp ¢
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5. Pro®dlemti on Tree A
and further Joint ac

To better understand the complexity and interconnectedness of mi
solution analyticalpnrnobllen&tsrgaae pl 3¢dheTlps us map out keyAroot c:
and thei vpofvaemritlyi easnd f ood insecurity.

CA3IdzNBE o tNRofSY ¢NBS

socioeconomic inequality and instability

EFFECTS

Low productivity (adult)

from shocks

Unability to recover ]

poor educational
performance
ncrease competition ove Figher pressure on (children)
resources (including food) [lncreased migration social protection system
and acerbation of existing abroad as a survival to cover the increased Increased malnutrition
grievances against strategy number of poor [ in all its forms
returning migrants

Migrants and their families are poor and food insecure or highly vulnerable to such deprivations CORE PROBLEM

Application of negative coping strategies
(reduction of food consumption, compromised
Labour market unable to absorb the| quality of food, depletion of assets
large young population entering it |
ENEINO Migrants and their families are unable to cope with
economic, climatic and seasonal stresses

Unexpected return of migrant
workers and they lack means
and skills for successful

i ic reint i

ROOT CAUSES

Lack of employment opportunities in Dependency of remittances by a large COVID-19 pandemic and related
the country, especially in rural a share of the population to meet immediate socio-economic shock in Kyrgyzstan
needs and neibouring countries

As explained in Sections 1 andulnethbél bapbhkpaf aemphoymentugh vari

opportunities in the country, ptbgraemeanaedohreaéemi hgancesacl udi nc¢
anthe seoccoinoomi ¢ shocks i nduceddibsyt rtihbeutpiaonndse, mircei ntegr ati on assi st
are the main drivers of /mogenrtiwe aondcdbt hedrefamibi e§ Y4YOM and WFP
food insecurity, and overall syhepegabbli hytatThesagcanohavcvauaes
severe impact on their nutritmbgrantdsthedrthakiltifamtbi eeceuveh a:
from further shocks, making thgmteebhtaoti aonl setcbal Therefore,
protection systems of the couhbrgyeswhobchddtesbhetmemepeci pc vul ne
does not have sucGcient capacimygtantfel bpdsbpmottemi gfamtgrants (
and their families (i.e., no magishcyutier returned migrants).
Mor eover, this vulnerability ca transl ate.i,nto an_ increased
. . . ) Providing reintegration s
(i) need to search for Ilivelihoods elsewhere, I'eading to a

. . . ) - migrants, 1ncluding” support to
potenti al rise in irregular survival mlger%tlon and (gll) . .

o . to hav etter opportunities o
competition over resources in country, exacerbating
. abroad;
grieva

nces against returned migrants. . . .
2? Creat igreqyemrew iinrgc @mpe or t uni

dOM and WFP are | eading UN agenci dori hotulse haorl elass defpendent on re
mi gration and food security and nutmpirtoiven, hreée gpéddtvievelhyoddrmppor
the Kyrgyz Republic, for more thameasidecadce, tOOMhaoarcksWFP ncl udin
both have extensively carried out odctriemittitesictec;assi st the
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