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Highlights

o In March, the national average price
of WFP’s standard reference food bas-
ket increased by 24 percent compared
with February 2022, reaching SYP
286,757 (USD 114.7 at the official ex-
change rate of SYP 2,500/USD). This is
the seventh consecutive month register-
ing the highest ever recorded average
price since monitoring started (2013).

o FAO’s Global Food Price Index aver-
aged a record high 159.3 points in
March 2022, up 12.6 percent from Feb-
ruary 2022 when it had already reached
its highest level since inception in 1990.

o The Minimum Expenditure Basket in
Syria covering 28 commodities, 20 of
which food items, increased by 15.3
percent m-o-m and by 44.2 percent
since September 2021.

o Conflict in Ukraine has further in-
creased national annual inflation rates
across the world. In March 2022, USA
inflation was 8.5 percent (highest rate
since 1981), Euro-area inflation was 7.5
percent (highest rate on record) and
Turkey’s inflation was 61.1 percent.

o In March 2022, the Syrian pound’s
informal exchange rate weakened by 6
percent, reaching SYP 3,848/USD. The
Syrian pound’s informal exchange rate
has depreciated by 50 percent since
March 2021. The official exchange rate
remains at SYP 2,500/USD.

o For further information, please con-
tact:

Jules Rugwiro at
Jules.Rugwiro@wfp.org

Moammar Alhosaeen at
Moammar.Alhosaeen@wfp.org
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Standard Food Basket
In March 2022, the national average price of a
standard reference food basket' increased by 24
percent since February 2022, reaching SYP 286,757.
The national average food basket price was 54 per-
cent higher than that of September 2021 (six
months ago) and 59 percent higher compared to
March 2021 (Figure 1). March 2022 marked the
highest ever recorded monthly average reference
food basket price since monitoring started in 2013,
representing the seventh consecutive month with
record price levels for the standard national aver-
age reference food basket price.

Month-on-month (m-o-m), all 14 governorates rec-
orded increases in their average reference food
basket price in March. The increase came as a result
of events in Ukraine affecting global food prices.
Dar’a governorate recorded the highest monthly
average food basket price at SYP 306,983, up 26
percent m-o-m, while Al-Hasakeh remains the gov-
ernorate reporting the lowest monthly average
price at SYP 246,354, up 17 percent m-o-m (Fig. 1).

The highest m-o-m increase was reported in As-
Sweida (of 35 percent), where the average price of
the reference basket reached SYP 296,272 followed
by a m-o-m price increase of 29 percent in Damas-
cus, Hama, Lattakia and Quneitra Governorates.
The lowest m-0-m average increase was recorded in
Tartous where the price of the reference food bas-
ket increased by 17 percent reaching SYP 279,255.

Year-on-year (y-o-y), the price of the reference food
basket has significantly increased across all 14 gov-
ernorates.

highest increase (up 84 percent), while Idleb rec-
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Chart 1: National min., max. and average food basket cost, SYP
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Map 1: Location of markets monitored by WFP
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Damascus governorate recorded the 1

orded the lowest increase (up 39 percent) - Chart 1. A .;

1. The standard food basket is a group of essential food commodities. In Syria, the food basket is set at a group of dry goods providing 2,060 kcal a day for a family of five during a month. The basket includes
37 kg bread, 19 kg rice, 19 kg lentils, 5 kg of sugar, and 7 litres of vegetable oil.




Impact of the Ukrainian crisis on global food prices

Prior to the conflict in Ukraine in February-March 2022, the global markets were already experiencing record high inflation rates not seen in 30 to 40
years (see page 3 of this report). The COVID-19 pandemic heavily impacted the world economy as nations implemented expansionary monetary poli-
cies to contain the health crisis and support their citizens’ needs in the wake of large-scale movement restrictions and limited access to employment
opportunities. The world’s shipping sector experienced significant reductions in ports’ operational capacity causing a huge backlog and thus leading to
a 350 percent increase in a year in the freight cost for shipping containers®. These economic disruptions led to a significant worldwide increase in food
prices since 2020, which by January were already up 19.5 percent y-o-y according to FAQ’s Food Price Index’.

On top of its local and regional impact, the crisis in Ukraine also has wider global implications. Together, Ukraine and Russia account for around 29
percent of the world’s wheat exports - a key staple commodity across the world, including Syria. In addition to wheat, Ukraine and Russia also contrib-
ute significantly to the world’s global stocks of other key staples such as barley (31 percent) and sunflower oil (78 percent), which are also heavily used
in Syria. The two countries also hold around 20 percent of the world’s corn supplies, an important ingredient in fodder for animals in Syria®. In addition
to these key staples, Russia also produces large amounts of nutrients such as potash and phosphate, (key ingredients in fertilisers) with an estimated
13 percent share of the world global fertiliser stocks. Russia is also one of the main sources of natural gas needed to produce ammonia, the main in-
gredient in nitrogen fertiliser.

Given the important weight of Ukraine and Russia in global food and agriculture trade, the crisis in Ukraine and the subsequent international sanctions
on Russia have led to further increases in the global price of food items. This comes as a direct result of the evolving conflict in Ukraine as well as from
fear/speculation of subsequent reductions in the amount of food available on international markets. In addition, the jump in the price of brent crude
oil on international markets, now ranging between US $100 - $120 per barrel (up 36 percent in March 2022 compared to January 2022 average price),
has led to higher input and transportation costs in-turn pushing up the price of food items. Moreover, as a result of the conflict in Ukraine, some ex-
porting nations are already starting to impose exports bans in an attempt to hold on to their national food stocks, hereby further disrupting global
food markets®.

Chart 2: National weekly min., max. & average food basket cost between Feb 2022 week 3 and March 2022 week 5, SYP
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Chart 2 shows the spread of WFP’s standard
reference food basket by governorate by -
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2022. The price range of the standard refer-
ence food basket remained relatively stable between the third and fourth weeks of February with only a slight increase in Source: WFP
the first week of March 2022. However, by the second week of March the price range of the standard reference food basket by governorate started
increasing considerably with a price jump of 12 percent of the national average reference food basket price compared to the national average price a
week earlier. This was followed by further price increases of eight percent in the third week of March and six percent in the fourth week of March be-
fore somewhat stabilizing at around SYP 313,000 in the fifth week of March (up around 1 percent compared to a week earlier). When comparing the
average price between the first and the last week of March, we notice an increase of 29 percent in the weekly national average reference food basket
price, highlighting significant price increases in the governorates average reference food basket price in March 2022. These increases are very likely an
effect of markets across Syria factoring-in the disruption of the Ukraine crisis on global food, fuel and fertiliser supplies and markets.

While all commodities in Syria saw significant price increases in March compared to February, commodities that saw the greatest increase in their na-
tional average price by the fifth week of March 2022 compared to their average price in February 2022 were as follows: tomatoes (up 59 percent),
bulgur and vegetable oil (both up 58 percent), onions (43 percent), informal market diesel price (up 40 percent); red split lentils (up 32 percent); wheat
flour, potatoes and carrots (all up 28 percent); sugar and diapers (both up 24 percent); chickpeas, multipurpose soap and informal market butane gas
(all up 23 percent), and commercial bread (up 21 percent).

2. “Freight Rate Index / Freightos Baltic Container Index” https://fbx.freightos.com/

3. “World food prices hit record level in January” https://www.aa.com.tr/en/economy/world-food-prices-hit-record-level-in-january/2493110#:~:text=Up%2019.5%25%20year%2Don%2Dyear%2C%
20world%20food%20prices,sub%2Ditems%20saw%20significant%20increases.

4. “Russia-Ukraine conflict: What it means for grain and oilseed markets” https://think.ing.com/articles/russia-ukraine-conflict-what-it-means-for-grain-markets

5. “Hungary Bans All Grain Exports Effective Immediately” https://www.grainnet.com/article/264442/hungary-to-ban-all-grain-exports-effective-immediately 05.03.2022; “Russia temporarily bans grain
exports to ex-Soviet countries” https://www.reuters.com/business/russia-may-suspend-grain-exports-until-june-30-interfax-2022-03-14/



Minimum Expenditure Basket (MEB)

MEB Trend

In March 2022, the national average MEB (Damascus Cash Working Group)
for a household of five members was recorded at SYP 746,418 (US $299),
up 15.3 percent m-o-m and up 44.2 percent since September 2021. The rate
of increase fluctuates considerably between months with a high of 15.3 per-
cent recorded in March 2022 and a low of 1.4 percent recorded in December
2021.

On average, since monitoring of the MEB started (September 2021), the val-
ue of the MEB has increased by around SYP 38,128 (US $15.3) per month
representing around a 6.1 percent increase on a monthly basis (Chart 3).

The breakdown by category of MEB price changes in March 2022 compared
to a month earlier are as follows: vegetable oil (up 46 percent), followed by
pulses (up 17 percent), cereals (up 16 percent), sugar and potatoes (up 12
percent), fuel and fruits and vegetables (up 10 percent), hygiene items (up
nine percent), animal protein (up seven percent) dairy products (up five per-
cent) and communication costs (no change).

Worldwide food prices and overall inflation trends

The United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization’s Food Price Index,
an index tracking monthly changes in the international prices of commonly
-traded food commaodities, has outlined an increasing index since mid-2020
(Charts 4 and 5). FAO'’s Food Price Index averaged 159.3 points in March
2022, up 18.6 points from February 2022 when it had already reached its
highest level since its inception in 1990° (Chart 6).

The FAO Food Price Index rose by 12.6 percent in March 2022 m-o-m and by
33.6 percent y-o-y, as conflict in the Black Sea region sent shock waves
through markets for staple grains and vegetable oils (Chart 5). According to
FAO, the biggest price increases were reported for cereals (17.1 percent m-o-
m) due to a surge in prices of wheat and coarse grains and vegetable oils (23
percent m-o-m) due to sunflower, palm, soy and rapeseed oil. The meat in-
dex was up 4.8 percent m-o-m, also hitting an all-time high and dairy prices
increased by 2.6 percent m-o-m and sugar rose 6.7 percent m-o-m, reversing
most of the previous three months’ decline, as a sharp increase in crude oil
prices raised expectations of greater use of sugarcane for ethanol produc-
tion. Unfavorable weather for crops and the ramifications on food supplies
and energy prices threaten to keep prices rising higher in the months
ahead.

In March 2022 many countries saw their inflation rates rise higher than the
high levels already recorded over the previous months®. The Euro-area’s an-
nual inflation rate stood at 7.5 percent in March up from 5.9 percent in Feb-
ruary 2022, its highest recorded rate. The United States of America’s annual
inflation rate stood at 8.5 percent in February up from 7.9 percent in Febru-
ary 2022, its highest rate since 1981. Turkey’s annual inflation rate stood at
61.1 percent in March up from 54.7 percent in February 2022, its highest rate
since 2002. Egypt’s annual inflation rate stood at 12.1 percent in March 2022,
up from 10 percent a month earlier, while Lebanon’s annual inflation rate
stood at a high 215 percent in March down from 240 percent in February
2022.

6. FAO “FAO Food Price Index posts significant leap in March”

Chart 3: MEB Trend in Syria, SYP
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Chart 6: Food Prices are at a Record High (Financial Times’)
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https://www.fao.org/newsroom/detail/fao-food-price-index-posts-significant-leap-in-march/en?cn=DD%20%20April%2011%

202022&cid=452b8b5603168c9c0bafe93ceacda0l18&It=indext#:~:text=The%20FA0%20Food%20Price%20Index,since%20its%20inception%20in%20 1990.
7. FT “World food prices hit new record on impact from Ukraine war” https://www.ft.com/content/5212871a-d2d3-41ef-99fe-400ed33859¢8

8. Trading Economics “Inflation Rate” https://tradingeconomics.com/country-list/inflation-rate?continent=

asia



Legend on regions of analysis: ‘Northwest’=Aleppo, ‘Cross-border’=Idleb & Aleppo [A’zaz, Atarib & Afrin]; ‘Coastal’=Lattakia & Tartous;

‘Northeast’=Ar-Raqqa, Al-Hasakeh & Deir-ez-Zor; ‘Middle’=Hama, Homs and Idleb [Senjar]; ‘South’=Damascus, Rural Damascus, Dar’a, As-Sweida

& Quneitra.

Staple cereals retail prices

Rice
. o . . Chart 7: Retail Prices of Rice, SYP
The national average retail price of Egyptian white rice increased

by 12 percent compared to February 2022 and by 21 percent y-o- e
y, reaching SYP 3,322/kg in March 2022. Tartous recorded the 4000
highest monthly average price at SYP 4,658/kg (up eight percent 3,500
m-o-m), followed by Dar’a at SYP 3,753/kg (up nine percent m-o- o 3000
m). Deir-ez-Zor recorded the lowest price at SYP 3,042/kg (up 12 7;~ 2,500 & -
percent m-o-m), followed by Ar-Raqga at SYP 3,084 (up 10 per- 2,000
cent m-o-m).
1,500 r
M-o0-m, the Coastal region recorded the highest monthly average 1,000
price of Egyptian white rice at SYP 3,926/kg (up 11 percent m-o-
m), followed by the Cross-border region at SYP 3,561/kg (up five 200 rl I I | ‘
percent m-o-m). The Northeast Syria (NES) region recorded the 0 8 55T ST ¥SL3L S8 55353 YL ES
lowest average Egyptian white rice price by region at SYP 3,083/ cTeEg<zsT 2w STwE2LzST a0 0za05e 3
kg (up 11 percent m-o-m), followed by Syria’s Middle region at 2020 2021 2022
SYP 3,121/kg (up 17 percent m-o-m) - Chart 7. B National — ====NES  ==——=NWS XB e===Coastal ====Middle ====South
Bulgur Chart 8: Retail Prices of Bulgur, SYP
M-o-m, the national average retail price of bulgur increased by 34 5,000
percent at SYP 4,158/kg in March 2022, whereas y-o-y, the price 4,500
of bulgur increased by 104 percent. Damascus recorded the high- 4,000
est bulgur retail price at SYP 4,840/kg (up 39 percent m-o-m), 3,500
followed by Dar’a at SYP 4,768/kg (up 41 percent m-o-m). Idleb g 3,000
recorded the lowest price at SYP 3,069/kg (up 28 percent m-o-m), % 2,500
followed by Al-Hasakeh at SYP 3,357/kg (up 12 percent m-o-m). 2,000
The Southern Syria region recorded the highest monthly average 1,500
bulgur price by region at SYP 4,725/kg (up 39 percent m-o-m), 1,000
followed by Syria’s Middle region at SYP 4,623/kg (up 46 percent 500
m-o-m). Syria’s Cross-border region recorded the lowest average 0 N a . N
bulgur price at SYP 2,577/kg (up 20 percent m-o-m), followed by &3 ‘§° & 'g:; 33 33’.; S é §292358233z28c68882¢
Coastal Syria region at SYP 3,677/kg (up 22 percent m-o-m) - 2020 S021 2022
Chart 8. BN National =——NES  ememNWS =mmmX8 Coastal emmmMiddle ====South
Bread*
The national average price of subsidized bread increased by three Chart 9: Retail Prices of commercial bread, SYP
percent m-o-m at SYP 253/bundle in March 2022; whereas it has 3,000

increased by 113 percent compared to 12 months ago.

Moreover, the price of commercial bread increased by 11 percent 2500
m-o-m and by 57 percent y-o-y, reaching SYP 2,653/bundle. Lat- ! 2,000
takia recorded the highest commercial bread price of SYP 2,898/
bundle (up five percent m-o-m) followed by Dar’a at SYP 2,778 1,500
(up 17 percent m-o-m). Ar-Ragga recorded the lowest national 1000
average price of commercial bread at SYP 2,319/bundle (up 45 ’
percent m-o-m) followed by Idleb at SYP 2,378 (up 19 percent m- 500
0-m) - Chart 9.

0

Broken down by region, the Coastal region recorded the highest
price of commercial bread at SYP 2,816/bundle (up six percent m-
o0-m), while the Northeast Syria region recorded the lowest price N Feb-22 u Mar-22
at SYP 2,440/bundle (up 26 percent m-o-m).

SYP/bundle (1.1 kg)

National NES Coastal Middle South

Source: WFP Field Offices

*Starting from March 2021, WFP-monitored commercial bread has been switched from resold public bread bundles to commercial bread sold at shops. Prices for the past year have been adjusted to
include commercial bread resold from shops. Moreover, all prices have been adjusted to reflect bread bundle size of 1.1 kg instead of 1.3 kg since November 2020.



Exchange rate**

In March 2022, the informal SYP/US $ exchange rate depreciated by six per-
cent m-o-m, reaching and average of SYP 3,848/US S. Moreover, y-o-y the

Syrian pound has depreciated by 50 percent. Aleppo 3,848 6% 3%
The highest informal exchange rate was reported in Damascus and Rural |Al-Hasakeh 3,796 4% 1%
Damascus both at SYP 3,884/US $ (both depreciating by six percent m-o-m), Ar-Ragqa 3,807 4% 29%
foll d by As-Sweida, at SYP 3,858/US S (d iating by fi t m-o- -
ollowed by As 'wel a,a /US S (deprecia ng. y five percent m-o-F "~ ~ 3,858 59 %
m). The lowest informal exchange rate was reported in Al-Hasakeh at SYP
-69 o,

3,796/US $ (depreciating by four percent m-o-m), followed by Ar-Raqqa at [22mascus 2 B =i
SYP 3,807/US S (also depreciating by four percent m-o-m) - Table 1. Dar'a 3,855 -5% 4%
Moreover, the formal exchange rate and the UN operational rate have both [Peir-ez-Zor 3,816 5% 7%
remained unchanged m-o-m at SYP 2,500/USD. Hama 3,857 -6% 4%

Homs 3,857 -6% 4%
Diesel Idleb 3,834 6% 0%
The formal national average price of diesel remained unchanged compared || 5ttakia 3,857 6% 3%
to last month at SYP 475/litre in March 2022. Its (formal diesel) price though Quneitra 3,856 5% 2%
is 173 percent higher than 12 months earlier (SYP 174/litre).

Rural Damascus 3,884 -6% 3%
Moreover, the informal national average price of transport diesel increased

L . Tartous 3,857 -6% 3%
by 23 percent m-o-m, while it increased by 121 percent y-o-y, reaching SYP
g _RO, o,

3,394/litre in March 2022. The informal price is now 7.1 times higher than el ot S g 2o
the formal price (SYP 475/litre) - Chart 10. Official rate 2,500 0% -50%
Dar’a recorded the highest informal price at SYP 4,451/litre (up 48 percent :JaTeoperahonal 2,500 0% -50%

m-o-m) followed by As-Sweida at SYP 4,430/litre (up 48 percent m-o-m). Al-
Hasakeh recorded the lowest price at SYP 952/litre (up 15 percent m-o-m)
followed by Ar-Raqqa at SYP 1,550/litre (down 12 percent m-o-m). The over-
all increase in the informal price of transport diesel in Syria is linked to the
considerable increase in the price of brent crude oil on international markets
in March 2022 as a result of the Ukrainian crisis.

Broken down by region, the Southern Syria region recorded the highest price
of informal transport diesel at SYP 4,094/litre (up 31 percent m-o-m), while
the Northeast Syria region recorded the lowest price at SYP 1,486/litre
(down five percent m-o-m).

Moreover, the informal national average price of heating diesel increased by
13 percent m-o-m, reaching SYP 3,019/litre. Broken down by region, the
Middle Syria region recorded the highest price of diesel for heating at SYP
3,683/litre (up 32 percent m-o-m), while Cross-border Syria recorded the
lowest price at SYP 1,900/litre (up six percent m-o-m).

Butane gas prices

The national average price of formal butane gas cylinder (25,000 L) re-
mained unchanged m-o-m and increased by 200 percent y-o-y, reaching SYP
10,564/refill in March 2022.

Governorate

March 2022

Table 1: Informal market exchange rate, 1 US $ to SYP

% change (m-o0-m)

% change (y-o-y)

Source: WFP field offices

Chart 10: Formal and informal transport diesel prices, SYP***
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Chart 11: Formal and informal butane gas cylinder prices, SYP***
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Moreover, the informal national average price of one butane gas cylinder 90,000
(25,000 L) increased by 11 percent m-o-m, while it increased by 205 percent 80,000
y-o-y, reaching SYP 80,855/refill in March 2022. Damascus recorded the _ 70,000
highest average price at SYP 116,333/refill (down 16 percent m-o-m), fol- E 60,000
lowed by Dar’a at SYP 111,283 (up 29 percent m-o-m). Al-Hasakeh continued = 50,000
to record the lowest average price of informal butane refill price at SYP % 40,000
19,033/refill (up 19 percent m-o-m) followed by Idleb at SYP 49,097/refill (up 30,000
11 percent m-o-m). 20,000

10,000
Broken down by region, the Southern Syria region recorded the highest av- 0

erage informal butane gas refill price at SYP 106,425/refill (up nine percent
m-o-m) followed by the Coastal region at SYP 86,111 (up seven percent).
Northeast Syria continued to record the lowest average refill price of infor-
mal butane gas at SYP 40,102/refill (up 19 percent m-o-m) followed by the
Cross-border region at SYP 48,687 (up 10 percent m-o-m) - Chart 11.

National

M National formal price

NES

Middle South

M Informal price

Source: WFP

**When measuring exchange rates, there are two quotations. The first is the direct quotation where the US dollar is the base of measuring the change in exchange rate against the local currency. The second
one is the indirect quotation where the local currency is the base of measuring the change in the exchange rate against the US dollar. The change in the exchange rate used below reflects the indirect quota-
tion (measuring how much has the Syrian pound improved (appreciated) or worsened (depreciated) against the US dollar).

***No formal prices have been reported in the cross-border region because there is no subsidized diesel or butane gas in the region.



Terms of Trade (ToT)’

ToT between wage labour and wheat flour

The national average non-skilled labour wage, representing construction,
off-loading and agricultural labour, was recorded at SYP 10,616/day (up
eight percent m-o-m) in March 2022. Moreover, the non-skilled national
average wage rate was 84 percent above its y-o-y level and 41 percent
above levels recorded in September 2021 - Chart 12.

Tartous recorded the highest daily non-skilled wage rate at SYP 19,329/day
(up 29 percent m-o-m), followed by Damascus at SYP 18,222 (up 10 percent
m-o-m). Deir-ez-Zor recorded the lowest daily non-skilled wage rate at SYP
5,619/day (up 28 percent m-o-m). Broken down by region, the Coastal re-
gion recorded the highest non-skilled wage rate of SYP 17,442/day (up 14
percent m-o-m), while Northwest Syria recorded the lowest non-skilled
wage rate of SYP 6,417/day (down 1 percent m-o-m).

The national average ToT between wheat flour and wage labour, a proxy
indicator for purchasing power, decreased by seven percent between Feb-
ruary and March 2022, reaching 3.66 kgs of wheat flour/daily wage com-
pared to 3.95 kgs of wheat flour/daily wage in February 2022.

The national average ToT between wheat flour and wage labour decreased
by two percent compared to September 2021 (six months ago), while it was
up by 26 percent compared to March 2021 levels. In other words, the na-
tional average daily wage of a non-skilled labourer could buy 3.66 kgs of
wheat flour in March 2022 compared to 3.95 kgs of wheat flour in February
2022; 3.72 kgs of wheat flour in September 2021; and 2.9 kgs of wheat flour
in March 2021. Broken down by region, the Coastal region recorded the
highest ToT at 6.4 kgs (up one percent m-o-m), while Northwest Syria rec-
orded the lowest ToT at 1.94 kgs (down 17 percent m-o-m) - Chart 13.

ToT between sheep and wheat flour

The national average price of a two-year old alive male sheep increased by
three percent compared to February 2022 and was up by five percent com-
pared to March 2021, reaching SYP 521,716/sheep in March 2022 (Chart
14). Tartous recorded the highest average price of a two-year old alive male
sheep at SYP 718,111/head (up four percent m-o-m), while Deir-ez-Zor rec-
orded the lowest price at SYP 339,713/head (down nine percent m-o-m).

Broken down by region, the Coastal region recorded the highest average
price across Syria at SYP 641,167/sheep (up three percent m-o-m), followed
by Northwest Syria at SYP 580,784/sheep (unchanged m-o-m). Northeast
Syria recorded the lowest price at SYP 429,414/sheep (down two percent m-
o-m), followed by the Southern Syria region at SYP 521,985/sheep (up four
percent m-o-m).

In March 2022, the ToT between wheat flour and an alive two-year old male
sheep was 180 kg/sheep (down 12 percent m-o-m) and down 28 percent
compared to March 2021.

Broken down by region, the Coastal region recorded the highest ToT at 236
kg/sheep (down nine percent m-o-m), followed by the Cross-border region
at 212 kg/sheep (up three percent m-o-m). While Northeast Syria recorded
the lowest ToT at 164 kg/sheep (down 13 percent m-o-m), followed by
Southern Syria at 170 kg/sheep (down 13 percent m-o-m) - Chart 15.

Chart 12: Daily wage for unskilled labour, SYP
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Chart 13: Terms of Trade (ToT) between wheat flour and wage rate
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Chart 14: Price of livestock, SYP/one 2Y old sheep
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Chart 15: Terms of Trade (ToT) between wheat flour and the price of a 2
year old sheep
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9. The ToT are proxy indicators of the purchasing power of households that rely on livestock and/or casual labour as their main source of income for the purchase of cereals from local Source: WFP
markets. ToT are important components of food security analysis. Changes in the terms of trade between wages/livestock and staple food commodities are indicative of the trends in
purchasing power and the impact on the food security situation of households dependent on food purchases through income from daily wage labour and/or the sale of livestock.




Table 5. Market Price of Main Commodities in Syrian Pounds: March 2022
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Commodity Governorate

Parsdey (packet) Vegetable oil (L) White beans (kg) Meat (beed, kg) Red split lentils (kg) lodised salt (kg)

Rice (kg)
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Ar-Raqqa
Rural Damascus
As-Sweids
Tartous
'Alrpgo
Damascus
Dar'a
Deir-ez-Zor
Hama
Al-Hasakeh
Homs
Idleb
Lattakia
Quneitra
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Commodity Governorate

Sheep 2Y old Male (head)

Sugar (kg)

to (kg)

Pasta (spaghetti) Wheat Flour (kg) Unsiilled Labor wage* Toma

Yogurt (kg)
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