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Photo Caption: Trainees of the SES Welding course in Sanliurfa 

participated in the 16 Days of Activism campaign against gender-

based violence ©WFP 

Operational Context  

Türkiye hosts the highest number of refugees in the world - 

four million people. Around 53,000 of the most vulnerable of 

them live in eight camps in the southeast, while the majority 

live in cities and villages throughout the country. The 

Government of Türkiye has demonstrated leadership and 

generosity in hosting this large number for close to a decade. 

Since June 2014, a temporary protection regime has granted 

Syrian refugees access to basic services such as healthcare 

and education. Refugees from other countries continue to 

benefit from International Protection status. WFP re-

established a presence in Türkiye in 2012, in response to the 

Syria crisis. Following the twin earthquakes that struck south-

eastern Türkiye on 6 February 2023, WFP stepped up its 

assistance and launched an emergency response operation 

to respond to the most urgent needs of affected populations. 

WFP Türkiye’s new Country Strategic Plan (CSP 2023-2025) 

which was approved in November 2022 seeks to assist 

refugees in camps and provide services to humanitarian and 

development partners. The CSP expands sustainable 

livelihood programming to build the self-reliance of 

vulnerable Turks and refugees alike. The CSP has been 

revised to integrate the earthquake emergency response 

including food and multi-purpose cash (MPC) assistance to 

refugees and Turks alike, as well as logistics and 

telecommunications services for partners in the earthquake-

affected regions. 

 

 

 

 

Operational Updates 

• Under the e-voucher programme, WFP partners with the 

Turkish Red Crescent (TRC) provide assistance in seven 

refugee camps. In December, a total of 46,337 

beneficiaries (10,339 households) received Turkish Lira 

(TRY) 300 (USD 10) per person per month.  

• WFP Türkiye’s Country Director (CD) met with the Head of 

the Presidency of Migration Management (PMM) to 

discuss the Government’s new camp decongestion 

strategy announced in October and explore possible 

pathways for collaboration. The new strategy entails 

closing of part of the camps and enabling people to resettle 

in cities or move back to Syria. 

o The WFP-assisted Kilis camp was closed at the end of 

November. Approximately 1,000 people with special 

needs were transferred to Adana camp. Most of the 

transferred people are persons with disabilities, 

children and elderly persons. The current population 

of Adana camp is around 14,000 individuals.  

o Some 4,500 refugees left the Adana camp to resettle 

to other cities, receiving a one-off cash assistance 

from PMM. Most of them were reported to have 

moved to Adana city center. Refugees who have left 

the camps are allowed to move to any province in 

Türkiye except for Istanbul, which is closed for new 

registrations, as well as Adiyaman, Malatya, 

Kahramanmaras and Hatay due to the housing 

problem in these provinces in the aftermath of the 

earthquakes in early 2023.  

• WFP is finalizing discussions with eight partners (five 

NGOs, two governmental institutions, and one UN 

agency) to begin Earthquake Recovery Programme 

activities in three provinces (Hatay, Kahramanmaras and 

Adiyaman). The recovery programme aims to support the 

restoration and revitalisation of the food sector through 

targeted investments that enhance access to markets, 

and the functionality of the most strategic value chains; 

fresh fruit and vegetables, dairy, livestock, and wheat. 

Project activities are anticipated to start across three 

provinces on 1 February 2024. 

• WFP’s livelihood activities under the umbrella of the 

Socioeconomic Empowerment and Sustainability 

(SES) Programme continued in December in four 

provinces (Bursa, İstanbul, Kayseri and Sanliurfa). 

In Numbers 
 

 

 

48,341 people received cash assistance in December 

2023 (estimated).  

USD 480,000 distributed through in-camp value 

vouchers and USD 115,000 through livelihoods cash 

assistance (estimated) 

USD 2 m six-month net funding requirements (January 

2023 – June 2024) 

Human Development Index 2021: 48 

out of 191 

Population: 84.7 million 

Income Level: Upper middle 

Poverty Rate: 28.7% living below the 

national poverty line (TUIK) 
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https://www.wfp.org/countries/turkiye
https://www.wfp.org/operations/tr03-republic-turkiye-country-strategic-plan-2023-2025
https://docs.wfp.org/api/documents/WFP-0000149925/download/
https://docs.wfp.org/api/documents/WFP-0000149925/download/
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Some 2,000 people benefited indirectly from the 

programme through the participation of 501 trainees. 155 

participants were enrolled in the vocational training 

courses in a variety of sectors (Artisan Chocolate, Chef 

Assistant, CNC Operator, CNC Wood, Leather Treatment 

Operator, Mushroom Farming, Pastry Chef Apprentice, 

Shoe Making and Welding), while 346 participants 

attended the Applied Training Programme (ATP), which 

allows them to acquire practical experience by assigning a 

job in their trained sector for three months in exchange 

for minimum wage.  

o As part of the 16 Days of Activism against gender-

based violence, WFP Mersin Field Office conducted an 

awareness meeting in Hatay Cevdetiye camp with 19 

of the most vulnerable women with infants. The team 

distributed 19 infant carriers produced by the 

women-only cohort of Sewing Machine Operator 

training in Ankara under the SES Programme. 

• WFP Türkiye’s CD participated in an event hosted by the 

Embassy of Ukraine to oversee the shipment of grain 

from WFP Global Commodity Management Facility 

(GCMF) stock. Under the Grain from Ukraine initiative, 

25,000 mt of Ukrainian wheat were loaded on a Turkish 

vessel in the port of Samsun on 12 December 2023 to be 

shipped to Nigeria for WFP’s operations. 

 

Partnerships 

• WFP Türkiye CD attended the TRT World Forum's panel 

on "The Critical Nexus of Food, Water, and Energy 

Security" as a speaker on 9 December and emphasized 

Turkey's critical role in terms of geographical and 

economic strengths, particularly as challenges in the 

region escalate.  

• WFP Türkiye Country Office was represented by its 

Partnerships Unit in the panel on “Advancing Economic 

Inclusion Strategies” held on 14-15 December in Istanbul 

as part of UNHCR’s Protection Dialogues II series. The 

panel brought together experts from international 

financial institutions, government bodies and 

international organizations, and served as a platform for 

in-depth discussion to identify effective approaches to 

refugees challenges in achieving economic participation. 

Monitoring 

• The Minimum Expenditure Basket (MEB) cost in refugee-

populated areas increased by 3.7 percent since last month 

to reach TRY 2,183 (USD 75) per person per month in 

December 2023. The Earthquake MEB cost, calculated in 

the area affected by the February 2023 earthquakes, is 

TRY 2,345 (USD 80). The food basket cost per person per 

month reached TRY 900 (USD 31). 

• WFP field teams’ site coverage for the in-camp operation 

was 91 percent in December. The teams visited and filled 

out the on-site monitoring tool for all contracted markets 

in seven WFP-assisted refugee camps, except for Adana 

BIM Umut market. Additionally, beneficiary feedback 

surveys were conducted in all markets except for three in 

Yayladagi and one in Osmaniye. The beneficiaries showed 

high satisfaction with the e-voucher programme and did 

not report any pressing issues regarding access to 

markets or redeeming the assistance. Retailers, on the 

other hand, raised concerns about high inflation and high 

transportation costs. 

Donors 
Canada, European Union, Germany, Ireland, Japan, Kuwait, New 

Zealand, Norway, Private Donors, the Republic of Korea, Sweden, 

UN CERF, United States. 

WFP Country Strategy                              

Country Strategic Plan (January 2023- December 

2025) 

Total Requirements (USD) Total Received (USD) 

187 m 113 m  

 
2024 Requirements (USD) 

Six-Month Net Funding  
Requirements (USD) 

(January – June 2024)  

41 m 2 m 

Strategic Outcome 2: People have better nutrition, health and education 

outcomes 

Country Strategic Plan Outcome 1: Refugees and other crisis-affected 

populations can meet their basic needs, including nutritious food, all year round. 

Activities:  

• Act 1: Provide food and non-food assistance to refugees living in 

camps. 

• Act 5: Provide emergency food assistance through cash-based or 

in-kind transfers to shock-affected populations. 

Focus area: Crisis Response 

Strategic Outcome 3:  People have improved and sustainable livelihoods 

Country Strategic Plan Outcome 2: Refugees and vulnerable populations have 

access to labour market opportunities in order to meet their basic needs, all year 

round 

Activities:  

• Act 2: Provide innovative livelihood trainings, private sector 

internships, grants and other opportunities to vulnerable refugees and 

host community members to improve their access to the labour 

market.  

Focus area: Resilience Building 

Strategic Outcome 4:  National programmes and systems are strengthened 

Country Strategic Plan Outcome 3: Vulnerable groups, including 

schoolchildren, benefit from enhanced national capacities on social protection 

including school feeding by 2025. 

• Activity 3: Provide technical assistance and support to the Government 

to enhance the national school meals programme and other 

programmes, policies and systems as needed. 

Focus area:  Resilience Building 

Strategic Outcome 5: Humanitarian and development actors are more efficient 

and effective 

Country Strategic Plan Outcome 4: Vulnerable populations in Türkiye benefit 

from improved humanitarian and development assistance all year round 

• Activity 4: Provide on-demand common services to partners, including 

United Nations agencies. 

Focus area:  Crisis Response 

https://www.wfp.org/operations/annual-country-report?operation_id=TR02&year=2022

