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Estimating the number of people in 
acute food insecurity in the 
countries with WFP operational 
presence 

• WFP needs numbers of people in acute food insecurity 

that are as complete, recent and reliable as possible, in 

order to plan its operations, advocate for countries in 

crises and ensure global coverage of needs.  

• While there are joint efforts to produce global figures, 

these do not meet WFP's need for complete country 

coverage. To arrive at a complete overview of the 

number of people in acute food insecurity, WFP uses 

the Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC)/

Cadre Harmonisé (CH) and equivalent information 

where available, as per the GRFC, and fills data gaps 

with other recognised assessments of acute food 

insecurity. 

• Due to differences in the methodology and country 

coverage, WFP's estimates are not the same as the 

number of people in Crisis or worse (IPC/CH 3+ or 

equivalent) as published by the GRFC. For a comparison 

of these figures, please see here. 

• The number of people in acute food insecurity in 

countries with WFP operational presence and where 

data is available is updated twice per year, and it is 

published in WFP’s Global Outlook.  

WFP estimates that in 2024, 343 million people will be acutely food insecure across 74 countries with WFP operational 

presence and where data is available. 

The following document, produced by the Analysis, Planning and Performance Division, explains the methodology for the 

number of people in acute food insecurity in countries with WFP operational presence in detail.  

 

WHY DOES WFP PUBLISH THIS NUMBER ON ACUTE FOOD INSECURITY,  

AND HOW DOES IT DIFFER FROM THE GLOBAL REPORT ON FOOD CRISES (GRFC)? 

https://docs.wfp.org/api/documents/WFP-0000162146/download/
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WHICH NUMBERS ARE USED?  

As in the Global Report on Food Crises, the WFP number of acutely food insecure is based on the peak methodology. 

WFP uses peak numbers of the current year, where available.   

ANALYSIS, PLANNING & PERFORMANCE 

World Food Programme 
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For queries, please contact: wfp.vaminfo@wfp.org 

Where the peak number is not available, the latest peak available (2023) is used as an estimation. 

Peak numbers are  

the highest numbers 

experienced during a 

year. 
PREVIOUS YEAR/S 2024 

CARI: Algeria, Armenia, Bolivia, Colombia (migrants), Ecuador 
(migrants), Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Jordan, Peru (migrants), Republic 
of Congo, Sri Lanka, Syria. 
rCARI: Caribbean islands, Lao PDR, Nepal, Peru (residents), 
Philippines, Tajikistan. 

ENA: Moldova, Rwanda. 

Estimates: Cuba 

Country coverage by data type 

IPC/CH 3+ and equivalent 
Afghanistan, Angola, Bangladesh, Benin, Burkina Faso, 
Burundi, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Chad, 
Côte d'Ivoire, Djibouti, DRC, Dominican Republic,  
Ecuador (residents), El Salvador, Eswatini, Gambia, 
Ghana, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Haiti, 
Honduras, Kenya, Lebanon, Lesotho, Liberia, 
Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Mauritania, Mozambique, 
Namibia, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Pakistan, Palestine 
(Gaza Strip), Senegal, Sierra Leone, Somalia, South 
Sudan, Sudan, Tanzania, Timor Leste, Togo, Uganda, 
Yemen, Zambia, Zimbabwe. 

WFP ASSESSMENTS / ESTIMATES 

HUMANITARIAN NEEDS OVERVIEW 
Colombia (residents), Ethiopia, Myanmar, Palestine (West Bank), Ukraine. 

Number of people by data source 

IPC/CH 3+ and equivalent 
250.4 million people  

HUMANITARIAN 
NEEDS OVERVIEW 
35.4 million people  

WFP ASSESSMENTS / ESTIMATES 
57.4 million people  

• Addition of refugee and 
IDPs data from other food 
security assessments 
covering those 
populations. 

• If no assessment data is 
available, proxies are used 
(caseloads for WFP assisted 
populations, UNHCR for 
refugees, IDMC/IOM for 
IDPs). 

HOW ARE DATA SOURCES SELECTED FOR COUNTRIES? 

Is IPC/CH data available? 

Is WFP assessment  
data available?  

Is UN OCHA Humanitarian 
Needs Overview (HNO) 

data available? 

Use IPC/CH 

• IPC/CH Phase 3+ is used; it also includes data identified as 
equivalent by the Global Report on Food Crises. 

• Based on the Consolidated Approach for Reporting 
Indicators of Food Security (CARI) / remote CARI (rCARI) 
collected through CATI (computer-assisted telephone 
interviews), Essential Needs Analysis (ENA), alternatively 
triangulation of best estimates. 

Use WFP Assessments / Estimates 

• Also includes Flash Appeal data and Humanitarian 
Response Plan (HRP) data.  

Use Humanitarian Needs Overview  

 

 

Number of 
refugees and  
IDPs – where 
not covered by 
main data 
source and 
displaced 
population > 
5,000 

In addition: 

+ 

YES 

YES 

YES 

NO 

NO 

 Across 74 countries, 343 million people are acutely food insecure BREAKDOWN OF THE 2024 ESTIMATE:   

+ 
 

Number of refugees 
and IDPs 
 
already included in the 
figures 

Included are all countries where WFP plans to implement unrestricted resource transfers under Strategic Outcome 1 in 2024. Data only pertaining to 

displaced populations has been included for countries where operations only cover displaced populations (and potentially host communities) - Algeria, 

Djibouti, Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Jordan, Moldova, and Rwanda. For this edition, data remains unavailable for Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Libya, and 

Sao Tome and Principe. 
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