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Overview
In 2024, WFP continued to address food insecurity and enhance health, education and nutrition outcomes in Tajikistan.
WFP supported livelihoods and agricultural production, in addition to enabling and strengthening capacities of national
and sub-national institutions and systems to address food and nutrition needs. WFP's activities contributed towards the
achievement of the United Nations Sustainable Development Goal 2 (Zero Hunger) and 17 (Partnerships for the Goals).
WFP's country strategic plan for Tajikistan is aligned with United Nations Sustainable Development Cooperation
Framework for Tajikistan for 2023-2026 and the Government of Tajikistan’s national development strategy up to 2030 -
the overarching framework for meeting the Sustainable Development Goals. in total, WFP's interventions reached more
than 667,000 beneficiaries in 2024, of which 49% were female.

Under strategic outcome 1, asset creation activities were carried out in 16 districts with a high vulnerability to climate
variability and disasters. To prioritise areas for intervention, WFP utilised tools such as integrated context analyses and
the Integrated Food Security Phase Classification [1] to assess the impact of climate variability on food insecurity and
identify districts with significant vulnerabilities. At a more localized level, WFP conducting field assessments and
household verifications to determine villages and households who were the most vulnerable to food insecurity as a
result of climate variability, as well as spot checks to ensure proper targeting. In 2024, resources provided as
conditional cash under WFP's food assistance for assets intervention amounted to nearly USD 1.4 million, benefiting
60,000 beneficiaries. This 79 percent growth in beneficiaries, compared to 2023, is largely attributed to the expansion of
asset-creation activities within WFP's climate adaptation initiatives.

WFP continued its commitment to supporting primary schoolchildren aged 6-11 years in food-insecure rural and urban
regions by providing daily hot meals under its strategic outcome 2 and strategic outcome 4. Approximately 555,000
children were reached under WFP's school feeding programme, which was 46 percent higher than planned
beneficiaries. The increase was due to multiple factors including an increase in the number of schoolchildren since the
activity was first planned. One of the key milestones of the programme was WFP's implementation of its cash-based
model, called the Funds Transfer Pilot (FTP), which involves 17 schools in the country. Through the FTP, more than
US$37,000 was transferred directly to participating schools, enabling them to diversify meals and improve nutrition.
The cash-based FTP model enables schools to independently procure a variety of local food commodities and prepare
hot meals.

Furthermore, the Government of Tajikistan's allocation funds to schools, which were previously supported by WFP,
expanded to 55 schools in 2024 - compared to 43 schools in 2023. WFP supported the government to use the FTP
model, reinforcing efforts to have a government-run school feeding model. WFP provided technical support in
developing a legislative and regulatory framework with functional mechanisms, increasing institutionalisation of the
model by the government.  All in all, WFP capacity strengthening actions made tangible progress in transitioning its
school feeding programme to national ownership, aligning with the national strategy for sustainable development of
school feeding for 2017-2027. 

WFP continued supporting the government and the private sector in processes and partnerships for better nutrition
and food fortification outcomes. WFP focused on providing support to the Ministry of Health and Social Protection of
the Population of Tajikistan in the prevention and supplementation of moderate acute malnutrition (MAM). These
interventions were carried out in five districts of Khatlon and Sughd regions. WFP assisted over 4,000 beneficiaries with
24 metric tons (mt) of specialized nutritious foods. Support was provided to children, under the age of 5 years, through
healthcare centres in targeted districts in both Khatlon and Sughd regions. In addition to the provision of specialized
nutritious foods, primary healthcare staff counselled beneficiaries' parents and guardians on proper infant and young
child feeding practices. Furthermore, as a preventative aspect of the intervention, WFP carried out social and behaviour
change communication to promote healthy nutrition behaviour among targeted populations.

Under strategic outcome 3, WFP responded to mudslides and floods in Districts of the Republican Subordination (DRS),
Khatlon and Sughd regions, in partnership with member agencies of the Rapid Emergency and Assessment
Coordination Team and the Government of Tajikistan's Committee of the Emergency Situations and Civil Defence.
Natural disasters across Tajikistan caused widespread damage to houses, roads, bridges, schools, and other
socio-economic infrastructure. In response to these emergencies, WFP conducted rapid needs assessments and and
used its contingency food stocks to respond to the government's emergency appeal, distributing a one-time emergency
entitlement of 98 MT of mixed food commodities to more than 8,600 beneficiaries. WFP also distributed 60 metric tons
of food (vegetable oil) from its contingency stock to approximately 51,000 beneficiaries vulnerable to poverty in the
country.

As part of its participatory approach, WFP conducted extensive community-level consultations in targeted locations and
made efforts to address barriers to engagement in the consultations. WFP made efforts to ensure all interventions
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were safe and accountable. WFP also integrated its community feedback mechanism into programme planning and
execution to enhance the effectiveness of its operations and ensure it remains accountable to the communities it
serves. In addition, WFP conducted process monitoring in approximately 1,600 schools, 267 primary healthcare centres,
474 resilience project sites, and 21 food distribution points in 2024. The  findings across various programmes
highlighted both key strengths and areas for improvement.

WFP continued to support the work of national platforms and inter-agency efforts on emergency preparedness and
disaster risk reduction in coordination with the Government of Tajikistan's Committee of Emergency Situations and Civil
Defence and enhanced the response capacity of the Rapid Emergency and Assessment Coordination Team (REACT). As
the lead organisation of the Global Logistics Cluster, WFP conducted a simulation exercise to test the readiness of the
national logistics preparedness working group and partners to coordinate and respond to a sudden onset emergency,
in collaboration with REACT partners and Committee of Emergency Situations and Civil Defence. The simulation
involved responding to a scenario of flooding in a remote urban area with a dense population, in the first 72 hours of
emergency. The national logistics preparedness working group was established in June 2021 as part of a wider REACT
partnership supported by WFP and the Global Logistics Cluster Field-Based Preparedness Project.

WFP's office in Tajikistan also provided logistics support for the humanitarian response in Afghanistan. WFP secured
authorization from the Government of Tajikistan to use all major border crossing points with Afghanistan, which
facilitated the customs clearance of transit goods. More than 14 metric tons of food commodities were delivered to
Afghanistan through Tajikistan. WFP in Tajikistan also supported the UN Humanitarian Air Service's flights between
Dushanbe and Kabul, including customs clearance of shipments.

In December 2024, WFP conducted a Mid-Term Review (MTR) of the 2023-2026 Country Strategic Plan (CSP) with the
support of an independent consultant. The review found WFP’s programmes, such as school feeding and
resilience-building, were aligned with national strategies and the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals. The
country office plans to develop an action plan to address recommendations of the review. 
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Beneficiaries by Programme Area
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Total Transfers by Modality
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Operational context

Context

Tajikistan is a mountainous landlocked country in central Asia with a population of 10 million people [1]. The country
borders Afghanistan to the south, Uzbekistan to the west, Kyrgyzstan to the north, and China to the east; an 93 percent
of its territory is covered by mountains.  Food security and malnutrition continue to be widespread challenges.
However, some improvements can be observed in recent years.

The percentage of children under the age of five with stunting (low height-for-age) decreased from 26 percent in 2012
to 14 percent in 2023, while the percentage of children with wasting (low weight-for-age) decreased from 10 percent in
2012 to 6 percent in 2017 and 2023 [2]. Malnutrition in childhood is usually the result of several contributing factors
related to environment, food, hygiene, and health. Risks related to malnutrition are most concentrated in rural areas of
Tajikistan, underscoring the large disparity between rural and urban areas. 

WFP conducted the Food Security Monitoring System (FSMS), which provides timely data to help decision-makers
understand trends in food and nutrition security. It provides detailed insights into food security, trends, regional
variations, nutritional intake, protein consumption, income changes, coping strategies for food shortages, and
migration patterns. In 2024, the FSMS revealed that the level of food security in different regions of Tajikistan ranged
from 12 percent to 24 percent, with the Districts of the Republican Subordination (DRS) and Khatlon regions having the
highest prevalence and the Gorno-Badakhshan (GBAO) region having the lowest prevalence.

Over the last decade, Tajikistan's economy has grown by a rate averaging above 7.1%. Poverty was reduced from 32%
of the population in 2009 to an estimated 12.4% in 2022 (at the international poverty line of US$3.65 per day). However,
people in Tajikistan still remain vulnerable to external economic shocks [4].

Tajikistan is the most vulnerable country to climate variability in central Asia due to its high sensitivity, low adaptability,
and limited capacity for disaster preparedness and risk reduction [3]. With a growing population, the shortage of arable
land in Tajikistan has created a high dependency on imported food, weakening food security and increasing the
population’s vulnerability to natural hazards. The country has lost an estimated 20 percent of its glaciers in the past 34
years. This poses a major threat to the economy as the country is heavily dependent on glacier-fed rivers for
hydropower generation [5]. 


