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Overview

Key messages

WEFP reached 74,976 people with direct assistance and indirectly benefited more than 1.2 million people with
assets, capacity strengthening and logistic services, as well as 5.3 million people through national policies and
programmes.

In 2024, WFP in Peru continued strengthening government policies and systems to address the root causes of hunger
and malnutrition, anticipate and respond to emergencies and strengthen the livelihoods of at-risk populations. WFP
directly assisted 74,976 people, indirectly strengthened the capacity of 1.2 million individuals through the government
and indirectly benefitted over 5 million people through national policies and programmes.

Malnutrition and anaemia remain significant public health concerns, with rising stunting and overweight rates. Half of
the population faces food insecurity [1], a situation exacerbated by recurring emergencies such as droughts and
wildfires, and an unstable political environment that has weakened public management.

In response, WFP worked with the government to reform national social protection programmes to provide more
efficient and effective responses to existing food and nutrition needs, and to emergencies. One notable outcome of
WEFP's work with the government has been a significant reform to support the National School Feeding Programme,
which enacted a decree to introduce a community-based approach, engaging parents, caregivers and local
communities. This reform emphasized the right to food and the integration of locally produced, fresh foods from
smallholder farmers.

The Compartiendo la Mesa project [2] aims to have a catalytic effect, generating a multiplier impact by unlocking
additional funding to link family farming production to public markets and improve food security. In its first year, WFP
successfully unlocked an additional USD 27 million from the private sector and the government, reinforcing the
project's potential to drive sustainable investment in local food systems.

WEFP contributed to reforms in two other social protection programmes with the introduction of cash-based transfers in
programmes that had historically been based on in-kind food baskets. WFP's advocacy led to the government allocating
USD 17.5 million in the 2025 budget for cash-based transfers to ollas comunes [3], alongside USD 2 million to be
implemented by WFP for food card distributions for the Food Supplementation Programme for Tuberculosis Patients in
Lima. The latter will be evaluated on its potential for nationwide implementation. These transitions, compared to the
in-kind modality, improve timely assistance, incorporate fresh food, and enhance access to healthy diets, ultimately
strengthening food security and nutrition. In summary, they boost programme efficiency and empower beneficiaries
with greater flexibility in meeting their food and nutrition needs.

WEFP supported the government's emergency response through legislative reforms expanding social protection
programmes during crises [4]. These included adjustments to improve programme effectiveness, anticipatory actions
and leveraging social programme systems for emergency response. Thanks to protocols developed with WFP, the
government modelled anticipatory actions for new risks and disbursed USD 66 million in anticipatory cash-based
transfers to 957,949 people affected by wildfires [5], while WFP directly assisted 2,910 people affected by wildfires
whose livelihoods and food security were impacted.

WEFP continued to be the partner of choice for the government, leveraging its research, development and innovation
expertise to influence public policies. Key contributions included a food security survey with the Ministry of
Development and Social Inclusion (MIDIS, for its Spanish acronym), the Emergency Preparedness Capacity Index (EPCI)
with the National Institute of Civil Defense (INDECI, for its Spanish acronym) and evaluations of WFP pilot projects, such
as hot meals, ollas comunes and anticipatory actions. In collaboration with the government, WFP developed pilot models
[6] and a comprehensive set of methodologies and tools, launching several initiatives in 2024. By 2025, these pilots aim
to generate evidence for scaling up and influencing national policies, frameworks and budgets.

WEFP's capacity-building efforts in disaster risk management and financial mechanisms reached 145 government
officials and NGO participants, providing them with information on catastrophic agricultural insurance and equipping
them to replicate training. Additionally, WFP mobilized 1,519 tons of food and non-food items to support INDECI in
responding to emergencies in four regions, aiding communities affected by rainfall and extreme cold.
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Peru hosts over 1.5 million migrants [7], most of whom lack access to social protection. WFP assisted 65,832 migrants,
including 36,397 people in transit and 27,717 settled migrants, with nutrition-sensitive cash-based transfer (CBT)
interventions across five regions. Additionally, 2,742 received hot meals [8]. To promote long-term solutions, WFP
facilitated connections between migrants and organizations providing access to social protection programmes and
socioeconomic integration opportunities. Committed to leveraging its experience to inform the government'’s policies,
in collaboration with the World Bank, WFP conducted an impact evaluation on cash versus food cards for migrants in
transit in Arequipa, Puno, Tacna, addressing a critical evidence gap in Peru’s humanitarian community.

To combat maternal and child anaemia, WFP implemented the Comunidades de Hierro project, which reduced anaemia
by 3.6 percentage points [9] and reached 2,078 children under three with assistance from 93 community health agents.
WEFP also played a key role in enacting rice fortification regulations, ensuring fortified rice reached individuals, children
and households through social programmes, reinforcing prior efforts to strengthen national rice fortification capacities.

With the support of cooperating partners, WFP promoted a circular food system by providing recovered food

to 177,171 individuals facing vulnerable conditions, addressing nutritional needs while reducing food waste. Through
national food rescue and transportation services, WFP funded nine food rescue organizations. To institutionalize these
efforts, WFP collaborated with the Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation and other partners to draft new food recovery
regulations. With MIDIS, WFP pioneered a national food recovery register, engaging national and sub-national
governments with civil society support. Additionally, WFP provided technical assistance for a national rescue network
and co-hosted the second National Forum on Food Recovery and Loss Reduction in Lima in September 2024 bringing
together 150 government officials and partner organizations.

WEFP's Logistics in Food Recovery initiative played a crucial role in supporting nationwide food rescue operations,
tackling food insecurity and reducing greenhouse gas emissions. From January to August 2024, this initiative recovered
and redistributed food valued at USD 590,000, benefitting 883,753 individuals and preventing 1,198 metric tons of CO2
emissions by minimizing food waste. WFP further advocated for innovative food recovery programmes, such as Nilus,
to enhance food rescue operations [10].

Aligned with SDG 2 (Zero Hunger) and SDG 17 (Partnerships for the Goals), WFP collaborated with government
institutions, subnational governments, the private sector and United Nations agencies to advance nutrition and food
security in Peru.
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Beneficiaries by Programme Area
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Beneficiaries by Modality
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Total Transfers by Modality
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Operational context

Peru is an upper-middle-income country characterized by significant inequality. In 2024, the economy grew by 3
percent [1], a modest improvement over 2023. However, this growth was insufficient to address the 29 percent poverty
rate [2] and the regression in nutrition and food security indicators. Socio-political instability compounded these
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