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Overview

Key messages

With one-third of its population in poverty and unable to afford a nutritious diet, the Kyrgyz Republic faces persistent
inequalities, the triple burden of malnutrition, and stagnant progress toward SDG 2 Zero Hunger, notwithstanding
progress toward their middle-income status.

In a changing financing landscape, WFP supports strengthening civil and social protection measures, including the
school meals safety net, contributing to food system transformation in a mountainous, land-locked country susceptible
to climate change, other shocks and pressures.

Operating country-wide with strong field presence, WFP's unconditional and conditional food- and cash-based
assistance complemented the national system, enhancing livelihoods and promoting healthy diets.

Pathway to food secure communities and
resilient food system

In 2024, WFP supported 245,987 food and nutrition-insecure women and men, while strengthening the government'’s
capacities and systems for inclusive, climate-adaptive social and civil protection. This support was aimed at building
resilience in poor and vulnerable communities and fostering their ability to meet their food security and nutrition needs
in the face of disasters and other shocks and stressors, thereby contributing to a resilient food system.

The Kyrgyz Republic continues to face inequitable growth, social disparities, and high poverty levels'. 30 percent of the
population lives in povertyz, and 36 percent lacks access to a nutritious diet®. Around 10 percent of the population is
food insecure, and another 50 percent is only marginally food secure®, highlighting the stagnation in progress toward
achieving SDG 2 (Zero Hunger)s. Despite significant economic progress, the Kyrgyz Republic's food system and
communities remain vulnerable to regional geopolitical risks, reliance on migrant remittances and food imports, and
the growing frequency of disasters and climate-induced shocks.®

WEFP continued to implement its Country Strategic Plan (2023-2027) in support of national sustainable development
priorities. Under strategic outcome 1, WFP supported the Government's social protection policies by implementing over
870 community development projects nationwide, contributing to the country’s active labor market goals. These
projects provided food assistance to low-income individuals and families, conditional to their participation in
community infrastructure projects or the acquisition of new livelihood skills for income generation. In line with the
Government's "leave no one behind" approach, WFP also delivered unconditional food assistance to those affected by
mudflows. At the policy level, WFP continued to strengthen the Government's adaptive social protection system. WFP
supported developing an analysis-based plan to integrate emergency aid distribution data into the national registry of
poor families. This integration aims to enhance the social protection system's ability to target food-insecure people of
all age groups affected by disasters and other shocks. Additionally, WFP provided technical support to the Government
in updating the design and policy framework of the active labour market programme (ALMP). This update allows ALMP
to take on a promotive role in assisting individuals to alleviate poverty, expanding its traditional protective function of
social assistance. In 2024, WFP launched a project aimed at improving the livelihoods and resilience of farmers,
including women, in the conflict-prone Batken province. The project focuses on enhancing water and land use,
improving post-harvest management, and strengthening market linkages to help farmers build more sustainable
livelihoods.

Under strategic outcome 2, WFP remained standby to support the Government in providing an immediate response to
affected populations in the event of a large-scale disaster or emergency. Although this contingency outcome was not
activated in 2024, WFP continued to strengthen the Government's capacity for disaster preparedness and response
under strategic outcomes 1 and 3. WFP supported the inter-agency cash working group and provided coordinated
policy advice on adaptive social protection. WFP also assisted the Government in introducing individualized food kits
containing ready-to-eat commodities designed to sustain one person for ten days during emergencies, which helps to
address the nutritional needs of those affected. A total of 300 parcels were procured to test this food prepositioning

2024 | Kyrgyz Republic Annual Country Report



mechanism.

Under strategic outcome 3, WFP continued to strengthen national capacities for disaster risk management and climate
adaptation, thereby enhancing the resilience of communities and the food system against climate shocks. In 2024,
WFP's community development projects supported the construction of 344 infrastructure assets that reduce disaster
risks and enhance the adaptive capacity of farmers in areas susceptible to climate risks. WFP developed eight
district-level climate risk profiles and adaptation plans, trained over 5,100 farmers to use climate information
effectively, and helped over 14,200 community members diversify their climate-sensitive livelihoods. Additionally, WFP
trained government staff in forecasting hazards and preparing timely and tailored climate information for
communities. This support complemented the capacity strengthening activities and meteorological equipment
previously. WFP also continued to implement initiatives to facilitate the Government's strategic shift from recovery and
response to the prevention and mitigation of disaster risks, strengthening national disaster risk management and
preparedness capacity. Anticipatory Action was piloted in the Naryn province to mitigate the negative impact of
extreme weather events on the livelihoods of vulnerable pastoralists in remote mountainous areas. Triggered by the
cold and prolonged winter, pre-positioned fodder was handed over to local authorities to help sustain pastoralists and
their livestock through harsh conditions. Furthermore, WFP supported four district governments in providing climate
risk insurance to pastoralists, enabling them to access fodder after droughts and prevent mass livestock deaths. At the
central level, WFP continued to integrate the digital climate hazard monitoring system - Platform for Real-time Impact
and Situation Monitoring (PRISM) - into the national disaster risk monitoring system. To support the Government in
mitigating and preparing for mudflows, WFP initiated the development of an Atlas of Mudflow Risk to identify the
prevalence and vulnerability of different regions in the country to these disasters. WFP also launched a project
promoting climate-smart agricultural practices, including minimum-tillage farming.

Under strategic outcome 4, WFP supported the Government in transitioning 34 schools from carbohydrate-rich snacks
to nutrient-dense hot meals, aiming to improve schoolchildren's nutrient intake and dietary habits in 2024. These
schools, along with 884 previously supported, are now equipped and trained to provide primary schoolchildren with
hot meals, using food commodities funded by the Government. At the policy level, a significant stride toward a
sustainable national school meals programme was the Government's decision to double its funding, which was the
first-time increase since 2008. The importance of sustained and increased government support for the programme,
along with other solutions to ensure sustainability, is emphasized in a sustainability study. WFP also facilitated the
Systems Approach to Better Education Results (SABER) workshop to assess the Government's capacity to manage the
enhanced school meals programme. The SABER results aim to inform the development of the national school meals
programme in 2025 and beyond. Additionally, WFP conducted feasibility studies to explore green energy, centralized
urban kitchens, and other innovative solutions, while advancing home-grown school feeding, to improve the
programme's sustainability, foster healthier diets, and support local agriculture and food systems.

In terms of policy development, WFP facilitated national and international dialogues aimed at strengthening
cooperation among partners to implement the country's strategic plans for the sustainable development and food
systems of its mountainous regions. The National Dialogue on Adaptation to Climate Change was facilitated in the
lead-up to the 29th Conference of the Parties (COP-29) to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change, attended
by the Kyrgyz Republic’s delegation with support from WFP and other partners. The National Food Systems Dialogue
discussed actions towards establishing a sustainable food system as part of the National Food Security and Nutrition
Programme 2025-2030, which was developed with the support of WFP and other partners. Furthermore, WFP assisted
the Government in attending the Global Child Nutrition Forum and joining the School Meals Coalition, committing to
enhance and expand nutritious school meals nationwide. Throughout the year, WFP supported the Government's
efforts in evidence-based policy development and implementation to achieve sustainable food security and nutrition.
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Beneficiaries by Programme Area
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Total Transfers by Modality
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Operational context

Despite significant economic progress, the Kyrgyz Republic, with its 7.2 million multi-ethnic population1, remains
vulnerable to both external and internal shocks. This vulnerability is driven by uncertainties surrounding remittance
inflows, a heavy reliance on food imports, and regional geopolitical risks. Severe floods and mudflows in the southern
regions, worsened by erratic weather, water scarcity, and natural resource degradation, further compound these
challenges. While the Government views economic diversification and infrastructure investments as key to long-term
growth®, partners caution against the middle-income trap if insufficient focus is placed on human capital development.

Despite a 9 percent increase in Gross Domestic Product in 20243, social inequalities continue to hinder inclusive
development. Economic growth has not significantly reduced poverty, with 30 percent of the population living in
poverty and an additional 10 percent at risk of falling below the poverty line*. The country’s poverty rate is among the
highest in Central Asia® and remains 10 percent higher than the pre-pandemic level®. Moreover, social vulnerabilities
are particularly severe in remote areas and are most prevalent among marginalized groups, including children, people
with disabilities, unemployed youth, returned migrants and individuals engaged in informal work with seasonal,
unstable incomes’. The national social protection system struggles to address these vulnerabilities, facing challenges
of limited coverage, adequacy, and effectiveness, with considerable room for improving targeting strategiesg.

Although the Kyrgyz Republic's food systems demonstrated a certain level of resilience amid global economic and food
crises”, the country's food security situation remains threatened by geopolitical environment. Despite the 14 percent
increase in overseas remittances in 2024, the future remains uncertain due to stricter migration policies and
unforeseeable economic situation in the region. Additionally, the Kyrgyz economy's reliance on imports of staple
commodities can affect food availability, as domestic production of these products has not reached 80 percent of
national needs as the Government's target. This underscores the need for a transformative approach to improving
localized food system strategiesm.

Rising food and fuel prices, along with increased dietary costs that are nearly 50 percent higher than pre-COVID level,
have diminished the purchasing power of poor households, adversely affecting their food and nutrition security”. As a
result, 36 percent of the population cannot afford a nutritious diet'?, while 72 percent of households also rely on
coping strategies - such as spending savings, borrowing money, and reducing expenses on education and health - to
meet their food and other basic needs. With 10 percent of the population experiencing food insecurity,13 and an
additional 50% being only marginally food secure' the progress toward achieving SDG 2 (Zero Hunger) is currently
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