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Overview

Key messages

® Due to a challenging year of funding, WFP was compelled to suspend 24 percent of refugees from assistance and
continued reducing the transfer value. Despite these challenges, in 2024, WFP reached 99 percent of its planned
beneficiaries.

® WEFP continued to nurture its partnership with the Government in 2024, enhancing national ownership of social
protection, school feeding and food security governance programmes.

® In collaboration with the Government, WFP and the Logistics Cluster coordinated and delivered humanitarian
assistance throughout a complex regional crisis.

In 2024, WFP Jordan demonstrated remarkable adaptability and commitment to addressing complex
humanitarian and developmental challenges. In the prevailing unstable regional context, WFP remained committed
to advancing its Country Strategic Plan 2023-2027 (CSP) during its second year of implementation. WFP supported
940,132 Jordanians and refugees in 2024 (99 percent of planned beneficiaries), half of them being women and 0.3
percent disabled.

The provision of unconditional food assistance to refugees and the National School Feeding Programme, implemented
in close collaboration with the Government of Jordan, directly benefitted over 940,000 vulnerable people living in
Jordan. In addition, WFP continued to partner with the government by providing technical assistance to social
protection programmes and systems; by enhancing the capacity of the country’s first Food Security Council, which was
established in 2023 and mandated for national food security governance. Climate actions were also prioritised in 2024
through building a foundation for increasing climate finance in the agri-food system.

In addition to those served through WFP's CSP in Jordan (vulnerable Jordanians and refugees), WFP Jordan supported
crisis responses in Gaza and Lebanon. Since November 2023 and throughout 2024, WFP and the Logistics Cluster
partnered with the Government of Jordan, through the Jordan Hashemite Charity Organization, to coordinate and
deliver vital assistance to populations affected by the conflict in Gaza.

WFP's funding shortfall that started in the summer of 2023 persisted in 2024 and significantly impacted CSP
implementation in Jordan. Contributions from key donors decreased by 24 percent compared to 2023 and 57
percent compared to 2022. Consequently, WFP was forced to exclude 100,000 refugees from the monthly food
assistance starting in July 2024 based on a prioritisation exercise conducted in close collaboration with the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). As a result, from July 2024 onwards, WFP could only assist 310,000
of the most vulnerable refugees in Zaatari and Azraq camps and communities, who entirely rely on WFP assistance and
have no other source of income. Hence, WFP could only provide them with the bare minimum level of assistance to
meet their essential food needs for survival. In 2024, the duration of assistance for beneficiaries of unconditional
resource transfers was 167 days, out of the planned duration of 360 days.

These reductions and cuts have severely impacted refugees according to WFP's quarterly Food Security Outcome
Monitoring (FSOM). Results show that almost three-quarters of refugees were food insecure in quarter 4 of 2024,
compared to half in 2023, before the assistance cuts.

WEP, in close collaboration with UNHCR, took serious steps towards improving resilience and self-reliance for
refugees. This initiative included conducting census-based data collection on the employability, skills and aspirations of
all working-age refugees (18-59 years). The collected data served as the foundation for a referral mechanism,
supported by a management information system designed to match refugees with employment opportunities based
on their profiles. The data was analysed to understand current and future labour demand and supply, and also helped
identify opportunities and barriers that refugees face in accessing employment in Jordan and third countries. By the
end of 2024, over 4,000 refugees were referred to employment opportunities in various sectors.

WEFP's technical support to the Government's social protection systems focused on enhancing the efficiency and
effectiveness of the National Aid Fund (NAF) programmes. This support benefited 220,000 vulnerable Jordanian
households, equivalent to over one million individuals. WFP's efforts increased the institutionalisation and government
ownership of key workstreams previously supported by WFP. For instance, since 2022, WFP has been covering the
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salaries of some NAF staff on behalf of the government. In 2024, as part of the government's ownership of the
programme, 90 NAF staff who previously received their salaries from WFP were transitioned to the government civil
service system. Additionally, WFP gradually handed over beneficiary data collection and eligibility validation to NAF,
which conducted around 70 percent of the overall visits in 2024 compared to 50 percent in 2023. WFP also advanced its
partnership with the Ministry of Social Development through updating the National Social Protection Strategy and
established a new partnership with the Social Security Corporation to develop a proposal for integrating
nutrition-sensitive elements into Jordan’s maternity benefits scheme.

Despite significant funding challenges, particularly during the second semester of 2024, the National School Feeding
Programme achieved commendable results in 2024, thanks to the government's intervention. The Government
mobilised resources to prevent a funding shortfall and to ensure the uninterrupted provision of school meals to
children in December, despite the withdrawal of major donors and delays in the expected contributions. In 2024,
approximately 520,000 vulnerable students in poverty-stricken areas and camps received healthy meals and date bars.
Additionally, WFP and the Ministry of Education joined the School Meals Coalition, which is dedicated to providing every
child with a nutritious school meal by 2030. Membership in the Coalition will enhance Jordan's progress towards the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDG 2: Zero Hunger and SDG 4: Quality Education), strengthen national ownership,
increase advocacy and global visibility, and improve access to global financial resources, technical expertise,
partnership and advocacy networks.

In response to the climate challenges Jordan faces as one of the world’s most water-scarce countries, WFP has taken
significant steps towards advancing climate resilience and adaptation. In 2024, WFP received a readiness fund from the
Green Climate Fund (GCF)[1], a groundbreaking achievement, as the first of its kind for WFP globally. This readiness
programme enables WFP to provide technical assistance to the government on climate finance mobilisation and
management, representing a vital first step toward programme sustainability. Through the partnership with the Cities
and Villages Development Bank, the Jordanian Direct Access Entity for the GCF, WFP made progress in developing a
comprehensive GCF funding proposal which is expected to be completed in 2025. This multi-year project proposal
focuses on improving access to finance for farmers and Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises, enabling them to adopt
technologies and practices that enhance their future resilience against climate shocks. Additionally, WFP in partnership
with the Agriculture Credit Corporation has launched a pilot project to increase farmers' access to finance for
climate-resilient agricultural practices. WFP has also initiated a complementary Natural Resource Management project
to strengthen the adaptive capacity of vulnerable communities in Jordan, prioritising sustainable forest and rangeland
maintenance.

Focusing on enhancing national food security governance and following the establishment of the Food Security
Council[2] and its action plan in 2023, WFP developed the Government's National Food Security Management
Information System. This system is the first of its kind in Jordan, supporting the government in monitoring the progress
on food security, SDGs and decision-making. Furthermore, as part of its broader efforts to enhance food security, WFP
has been the partner of choice of the Ministry of Agriculture with its food waste initiative focused on reducing food loss
and waste in Jordan through various initiatives.

WEFP will continue advocating for sustained support while diversifying funding through new partnerships and financing
mechanisms. In response to funding challenges, WFP is strengthening collaboration with the Government of Jordan to
enhance food security governance, social protection, and climate resilience, contributing to more sustainable
responses amid evolving humanitarian and development challenges.
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Beneficiaries by Sex and Age Group
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Beneficiaries by Residence Status
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Beneficiaries by Programme Area
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Total Transfers by Modality
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Annual Cash Based Transfer and Commodity Voucher (USD)
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Operational context

Jordan is situated in a highly volatile region, bordered by countries grappling with protracted crises - Syria to the
north and Iraq to the east. In 2024, the multiplication of new escalations in Gaza, the West Bank, and Lebanon have
added another layer of complexity and further intensified pressures on Jordan.
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