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Overview

Key messages

® WEFP reached approximately 1.4 million people with direct assistance and indirectly benefited an additional 2.2
million people with assets, capacity and services.

® WEFP's strategic partnerships with the Government have been key in strengthening Honduras' capacity to adapt to
climate-related hazards. By implementing shock-responsive social protection systems and conducting joint pilot
projects, WFP is ensuring that the country can effectively respond to emergencies and protect vulnerable
populations.

® WEFP enhanced economic resilience by promoting sustainable agriculture and strengthening local food value
chains. Through farmer training and integration into the National School Feeding Programme, WFP fostered a
climate-adaptive sector supporting food security.

Honduras continues to face significant challenges from natural hazards like hurricanes, floods, and droughts, which
disproportionately impact people at risk of heightened vulnerability, including women, girls, and Indigenous and
Afro-descendant groups. In 2024, the country endured a prolonged drought and multiple localized emergencies
primarily due to flooding, further exacerbated by Tropical Storm Sara in November. Additionally, wildfires and the
consequent dense layer of smoke in the year's first quarter led to a nationwide climate emergency, eventually causing
two weeks of school closures and further limiting access to nutritious food for school children.

Honduras is consistently ranked among the most vulnerable countries to climate hazards, with annual average losses
equivalent to 1.8 percent of its GDP as of 2017. These losses have severely affected critical sectors such as
transportation, telecommunications, health, education, water, and sanitation. Despite increasing remittance inflows
that support consumption, Honduras' structural growth rate of 4 percent lags behind the 5 percent average of its peers
in Latin America and the Caribbean, hindering resilience-building efforts.

The country's economy remains small, open, predominantly agricultural, and informal, making it highly sensitive to
shocks. High vulnerability to external shocks has hindered progress in adaptation, job creation, and productivity
growth. This has led to increased out-migration and slowed efforts to raise incomes, reduce poverty, and tackle
exclusion, thereby threatening food and water security, human health, and overall well-being. [1].

In response, WFP has remained a key partner to the Honduran Government, implementing its Country Strategic Plan
(CSP) 2023-2027 by tackling root causes of food insecurity, malnutrition, and poverty to achieve the Sustainable
Development Goal (SDG) 2 (Zero Hunger). In 2024, WFP assisted people at risk of heightened vulnerability in meeting
their immediate needs, reaching approximately 1.4 million people, of whom 51 percent were women, and indirectly
benefited 2.2 million people.

During 2024, WFP significantly expanded its partnership with the Ministry for Contingency and Risk Management
(COPECO) to strengthen the country's capacity to adapt to climate-related hazards and address people at risk’s basic
food and nutritional needs during crises. Furthermore, WFP's engagement with the Ministry of Social Development
(SEDESOL) and COPECO led to the formation of a tripartite partnership focused on strengthening shock-responsive
social protection (SRSP) in Honduras, with WFP playing a pivotal role in fostering coordinated joint actions.

A key achievement of this collaboration was the implementation of a joint pilot project in the La Paz department. This
project aimed to improve the robustness of shock-responsive social protection systems and demonstrate their
effectiveness during emergencies. The successful intergovernmental coordination between these agencies enabled
efficient response aid to populations affected by Tropical Storm Sara.

WEFP in Honduras and El Salvador partnered in the initiation of the binational Adaptation Fund Project between the
Honduran Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment and the Salvadorian Ministry for Environment and Natural
Resources. The project’s objective focused on strengthening the climate adaptation capacities of people at risk of food
insecurity in the countries that shared Goascoran’s basin with the purpose of strengthening their food system and
economic activities to achieve sustainable and climate-resilient livelihoods. This is to be achieved through the
integration of the development of community-based climate adaptation practices and services. The project also aims to
support WFP's efforts to implement the triple nexus approach [2] in El Salvador and Honduras.
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Aligned with the Government's priorities for achieving comprehensive social protection, WFP continued its
collaboration with the Government through SEDESOL and the Ministry of Education to implement the National School
Feeding Programme. This programme benefited approximately 1.2 million children across more than 20,000 schools in
16 departments. In 2024, the programme was implemented for the full 180 school days, ensuring consistent support
for students. Due to WFP's continuous support in this programme, Honduras actively participated in the 10 Regional
School Meals Forum for Latin America and the Caribbean, held in Mexico City from the 27 to 29 August, 2024. During
the forum, the Honduran Government committed to hosting its next edition in 2025, demonstrating its dedication to
advancing school meal initiatives, and its commitment underscores the importance of school feeding programmes in
improving children’s nutrition, health, and education while supporting sustainable community development.

In 2024, WFP in Honduras promoted economic resilience by strengthening local food value chains, particularly in
regions affected by climate change. The approach focused on training smallholder farmers in sustainable agricultural
practices, facilitating their access to local markets, including the National School Feeding Programme, and promoting
the participation of women and youth in climate-smart agriculture.

Through its evidence-generation efforts, WFP, in collaboration with the non-governmental organization World Vision,
conducted the "Study of Food Security, Nutrition, and Gender in Indigenous and Afro-descendant Populations." This
study combined robust quantitative and qualitative research to explore the living conditions of these communities. The
findings revealed that 37 percent of households experience moderate to severe food insecurity, with Indigenous
women and girls facing heightened vulnerability due to poverty, inequality, structural discrimination, and historical
exclusion. The study highlighted the need for tailored, culturally sensitive strategies and indicators to improve the
quality of life for each Indigenous group. These insights provide valuable evidence for WFP to advocate for public
policymaking that actively engages diverse stakeholders and tailor its interventions and decision-making processes,
ensuring their efforts are both effective and culturally sensitive.

In 2024, contributing to SDG 17 (Partnerships for the Goals), WFP continued to strengthen its partnerships with the
Government of Honduras, national institutions, and international financial institutions (IFls) to enhance food security,
nutrition, and resilience. By providing targeted technical assistance and facilitating resource mobilization, WFP
supported the design and execution of evidence-based policies and programmes aimed at addressing the country's
most pressing challenges.

As the co-lead of the Food Security and Nutrition Cluster, WFP worked closely with the National Humanitarian Network
in Honduras, ensuring coordinated and effective responses to emergencies and natural disasters. Through this
collaborative approach, WFP fostered partnerships, bolstered national systems, and advanced sustainable solutions to
support people at risk in both development and humanitarian contexts.
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Beneficiaries by Sex and Age Group
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Beneficiaries by Programme Area
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Total Transfers by Modality
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Annual Cash Based Transfer and Commodity Voucher (USD)
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Operational context

In 2024, Honduras faced complex challenges that exacerbated food insecurity nationwide. Climate change impacts
continued to intensify, with prolonged droughts and erratic rainfall patterns disrupting agricultural production,
particularly in the Dry Corridor. Economic instability, compounded by inflation and limited access to financial resources,
further strained households' purchasing power, particularly in rural and marginalized communities. Social inequalities,
entrenched poverty, and high levels of unemployment persisted, leaving many families unable to meet their basic
nutritional needs. The cumulative impact of successive natural disasters has strained community resilience,
underscoring the urgency of strengthening national response mechanisms and anticipatory actions. These overlapping
crises disproportionately affected women, children, and Indigenous and Afro-descendant populations, underscoring
the urgent need for targeted interventions to address the root causes of food insecurity and build sustainable
livelihoods. Economic inequality, cultural norms and the over-burden of care, especially for women, limit access to
resources and decision-making. High rates of poverty and lack of financial resources exacerbate the ability of
Indigenous women to invest in food production. The prevalence of gender-based violence limits mobility and access to
markets, compounding the problems they face in ensuring food for their families. [1]

At the beginning of 2024, food insecurity in Honduras reached alarming levels, with an estimated 1.8 million people—18
percent of the population—facing crisis or emergency conditions, according to the Integrated Food Security Phase
Classification (IPC). This figure rose to 1.9 million people during the food shortage season between June and August
2024 [2]. This situation was driven by soaring food and fuel prices, low household incomes, and reduced purchasing
power. Agricultural challenges also played a key role, as the high costs of inputs and erratic climate patterns led to a
decline in staple crop production.

Moreover, in November, Tropical Storm Sara compounded the challenges already facing Honduras, leaving a trail of
devastation that deepened food insecurity and heightened vulnerability among the population. The storm caused
widespread flooding, landslides, and infrastructure damage, particularly in low-lying and coastal areas. Agricultural
losses were significant, with smallholder farmers in the Dry Corridor and the northern regions seeing their crops and
livelihoods washed away. Thousands of families were displaced, and access to essential services, including food, clean
water, and healthcare, was severely disrupted [3]. This situation highlighted the need for stronger institutional
capacities, improved preparedness, and a more strategic approach within national institutions to disaster response. In
this context, the humanitarian response team played an important role in complementing national efforts,
underscoring the importance of partnerships to address immediate needs and build resilience for future crises.
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