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City-level innovation in school meal programmes: a subnational snapshot
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MONTPELLIER
80% of the food purchased is organic, locally sourced,

for 37% of the food. A social pricing system lowered
prices for 67% of families. A EUR 0.50 rate is available
for vulnerable families. Two vegetarian menus are
offered each week, plus a vegetarian option on other
days. Each year, six pilot schools participate in
awareness programmes.
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SAO PAULO

995,755 children, adolescents, young people

and adults receive at least two meals a day from .
3,389 kitchens located in all educational units. .
At least 30% of ingredients for school meals are
sourced from local family agriculture.

The Sustainable School Menu project in the city of
S&o Paulo sets targets to progressively reduce the
carbon footprint of school menus.

Source: Cities Feeding the Future Initiative.

State of School Feeding Worldwide 2024

COPENHAGEN

All 70 schools offer meals, with food prepared on-site
or delivered from the city's central EAT kitchen.

24 are “food schools” where cooking and eating are
part of learning. Meals are 90% organic

and follow the city's food strategy. The city's food
procurement covers all public meals and equals 10%
of public food purchases in Denmark (EUR 40M/year).
In 2023, Mayor Jakob Naesager hosted the first Cities
Feeding the Future conference in Europe.

BANGKOK SEOUL

Initiated a school canteen policy offering free Free meals to all students (kindergarten to high
breakfast and lunch. The school meal programme school) since 2011. Over 1,300 schools supplied
serves 250,000 children every day across 437 BMA with safe, quality ingredients from an innovative
affiliated schools. The Thai School Lunch online distribution centre, and meals undergo rigorous
platform is used to help schools plan purchases and inspections. Guidelines require schools to purchase

meals and enable the city to check food quality, over 70% of environmentally friendly produce.
increasing participation from the education

department of district offices and other institutions. .
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ADDIS ABABA

801,000 children reached across 255 institutions

with breakfast and lunch, boosting school

rolment, academic performance and attendance.
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schools practice school-based
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the Milan Pact Awards 2022 and became

~Champion r for the Cities Feeding the Future
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NAIROBI
Over 310,000 children reached daily across more
than 230 public schools. Tap2Eat watch, provided v
to children, gives real-time data on their dietary " 4

patterns, improves planning and distribution of food, ' /
and allows parents to load funds to pay for their

children’s school meals. In the last year, the watch

increased school attendance by more than 34%.

Chapter 1



