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e Guatemala is a multicultural country with over
COUNTRY BRIEF 40 percent inhabitants self-identifying as
March 2026 Indigenous Mayan.

e Despite its middle-income status, one in six
people lives on less than USD 2 per day. Chronic
.%. 8,938 people assisted in February 2026 malnutrition (stunting) among children aged 6-
TiT  (s5percent female) 59 months remains among the most severe
globally, affecting 1 in 2 children, and ranking

148,146 food rations in January-February

& 5026 prepared and prepositioned for the fourth to sixth Worldyvide, the highestin Latin
Government America and t.he Carlpbean. ‘ N
——  USD 242,459 cash transferred in February *  In 2026, food insecurity remains a cr|t|cal
F_I 2026 concern. The Integrated Food Security Phase
Classification (IPC) projections for February-
5 USD 22.3 M required in the next six months April indicate that up to 3 million people
(March - August 2026) (approximately 16 percent of the population)
are estimated to face acute food insecurity (IPC
KEY HIGHLIGHTS Phase 3+) during this period, including nearly

250,000 in Emergency (IPC Phase 4).

e Moreover, acute malnutrition levels among
children under five continue to be alarming. In
the first two months of 2026, over 4,000 cases
were reported, marking a 13 percent increase
from the same period in 2025.

e Ahead of Guatemala’'s May-August lean season,
WEFP Guatemala faces an 87 percent funding
shortfall against its six month overall net
funding requirements (March-August 2026) and
a severe gap of 93 percent over the subsequent
twelve months (March 2026-February 2027),
underscoring the urgent need for additional
flexible, humanitarian and development
funding to prevent further deterioration in food
security and nutrition outcome.

e In February 2026, WFP assisted 8,938 people in
Alta Verapaz and Quiché through emergency
assistance, capacity strengthening, and
malnutrition prevention activities.

e In parallel, WFP prepared and pre-positioned
148,146 food rations (January-February 2026) to
enable a rapid, Government-led emergency
response.

e Ahead of the May-August lean season, WFP
Guatemala faces a severe 87percent overall
funding gap shortfall in the next 6 months (March-
August 2026), heightening risks to food security
and nutrition outcomes.

e WFP Guatemala’s Country Strategic Plan (CSP)
2026-2030 was presented and approved by the

\_ WEFP Executive Board in Rome. )
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https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Guatemala_Acute_Food_Insecurity_Jun2025_Mar2026_Report_Spanish.pdf
https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Guatemala_Acute_Food_Insecurity_Jun2025_Mar2026_Report_Spanish.pdf
https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Guatemala_Acute_Food_Insecurity_Jun2025_Mar2026_Report_Spanish.pdf
https://portal.siinsan.gob.gt/desnutricion-aguda/
https://portal.siinsan.gob.gt/desnutricion-aguda/
https://www.wfp.org/countries/guatemala
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OPERATIONAL UPDATES

Emergency Preparedness and Response

Cash-Based Transfer (CBT) Assistance

o InAlta Verapaz department, 8,012 individuals
(55 percent women) affected by acute food
insecurity and malnutrition, received emergency
food assistance through unconditional CBT.

In-kind Food Assistance

« Between January and February 2026, WFP
prepared and pre-positioned 148,146 food
rations in support of the Ministry of Agriculture,
Livestock and Food (MAGA), ensuring readiness
to deliver timely emergency assistance to the
most vulnerable populations.

Sustainable Food Systems

Resilience and Livelihood Support

« As part of WFP's resilient livelihood activities, 897
individuals (98 percent women and girls)
attended capacity-strengthening sessions
focused on sustainable agricultural production
and entrepreneurship in Quiché and Alta
Verapaz departments.

Malnutrition Prevention Support

« Inthe framework of malnutrition prevention
activities, 24 individuals (58 percent women and
girls) received nutrition monitoring and
counselling support through a WFP-supported
Nutrition Brigade in Alta Verapaz department.

LEARN MORE ABOUT WFP’'S WORK

HUMANITARIAN LEADERSHIP
IN GUATEMALA

CLICK OR SCAN THE QR
CODE TO WATCH THE VIDEO

Contact Info: Aitor Serrano-Bellart (aitor.serranobellart@wfp.org)

Country Director: Andrew Stanhope
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PARTNERSHIPS

e On 12 February, as part of a joint inter-agency
initiative, WFEP convened a coordination
workshop with CONRED and MIDES to align
Anticipatory Action (AA) and Shock-Responsive
Social Protection (SRSP) efforts.

e On 21 February, WEP, in partnership with
UNICEF, supported an official visit led by Vice
President Dr. Karin Herrera that advanced a
South-South and Triangular Cooperation (SSTC)
learning exchange with Dominican Republic
authorities through INAIPI, enabling structured
dialogue on transferable good practices on early
childhood development and adaptive social
protection.

e Between 24 and 26 February, WFP Guatemala
Country Director and Representative,
accompanied by the Vice President of
Guatemala, attended the First 2026 WFP
Executive Board session in Rome to present and
secure approval of the WFP Guatemala’s Country
Strategic Plan (CSP) 2026-2030, reinforcing the
Government's high-level commitisent to food
security and nutrition.

FUNDING OVERVIEW
Country Strategic Plan (2026-2030)

or W

US$25.60 M

% NET FUNDING REQUIREMENT

NOURISHING RESILIENCE
IN ALTA VERAPAZ

# REQUIREMENT H RECEIVED

Donors CSP 2026-2030

Canada, Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, European Union,
Guatemala (Government of), Japan, Korea (Republic of), Luxembourg,
Norway, United States of America, and other government and private
sector donors. Additional support has been provided by IFAD, the Joint SDG
Fund, CERF, United Nations Office for South-South Cooperation (UNOSSC),
among other multilateral donors and funding partners.
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