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Overview

Key messages

   • In 2025, food insecurity in Djibouti remained high as drought and heavy reliance on food imports continued to
limit households€ access to nutritious food. Nearly a quarter of the population faced crisis and emergency level
needs.

   • With donor support, WFP delivered assistance to over 124,000 persons while strengthening national systems for
early warning, disaster preparedness, and social protection•supporting access for people facing barriers due to
shocks and/or market conditions.

   • Strategic partnerships and targeted programming contributed to nationally prioritized outcomes related to SDG 2
and 17. Geographic expansion of nutrition interventions ensured assessed individuals facing food access barriers
received timely support.

Persistent food insecurity amid climate shocks

Djibouti continued to face a difficult food security situation in 2025 shaped by environmental stress and economic
vulnerability. The country€s strong dependence on imported food•90 percent of national food needs•makes it
particularly sensitive to supply chains disruptions and fluctuations in global prices. Limited rainfall, recurring drought,
extreme weather events, and occasional flooding have further weakened rural livelihoods, reducing households€
capacity to withstand repeated shocks. Instability in regional trade routes, especially around the Red Sea, added
additional pressure by increasing market uncertainty, even as inflation began to ease following previous spikes.

The deterioration observed in 2024 continued to influence conditions in 2025, with food insecurity remaining at
elevated levels and affecting nearly one quarter of the population. In 2024, 24 percent (285,000 people) were classified
in Crisis and Emergency levels of food insecurity (Integrated Food Security Phase Classification, IPC Phase 3 or above)
[1], compared with 22 percent (230,000 people) by the end of 2025•indicating only limited improvement and no
meaningful recovery in 2025. Nutritional conditions also remained fragile. Three of five regions (Obock, Tadjourah, and
Dikhil) experienced critical levels of acute malnutrition (IPC 4), indicating a public health emergency affecting 36,400
pregnant and breastfeeding women and girls (PBWGs), and children under the age of five. Refugees and asylum
seekers•over 33,000 individuals• and migrants remained among the people facing higher barriers to stable
livelihoods and access to formal social protection services. In 2025, a drought declaration [2] further constrained water
availability, heightening malnutrition risks in affected locations and reinforcing the need for coordinated humanitarian
response as well as resilience investments.

Under its Country Strategic Plan for Djibouti (CSP 2020-2026), WFP continued to deliver life-saving food and cash
assistance, while supporting national efforts to build long-term resilience. More than 124,000 persons received in-kind
food, cash-based transfers, and specialized nutritious foods (SNFs). Targeting priorities remained centred on
households with limited food consumption, high malnutrition risk, and limited coping capacity. To ensure efficient
resource allocation amid rising needs, WFP applied biometric registration to maintain secure and efficient assistance
delivery across all activities.

Active collaboration with the National Meteorological Agency (Agence nationale de la m€t€orologie, ANM) and the
Executive Secretariat for Risk and Disaster Management (Secr€tariat Ex€cutif de la Gestion des Risques et des Catastrophe,
SEGRC) strengthened early-warning and preparedness systems. Through targeted training, improved forecasting tools,
and technical engagement, national institutions enhanced their capacity to analyse climate risks and communicate
actionable information. These efforts culminated in the development and validation of an anticipatory action plan in
2025, the first in Djibouti•and a key milestone in advancing national disaster-risk management capabilities.

WFP€s financial and technical support to the Ministry of Social Affairs and Solidarities (MASS) enabled improved access
to national protection services for people facing administrative or geographic barriers, through the Programme National
de Solidarit€ Famille (PNSF). These systems-level efforts remained central in 2025, as the government worked to
reinforce safety nets for households facing the greatest challenges. In 2025, WFP and MASS continued exploring
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options to improve referral pathways between social protection, nutrition, and emergency response services,
enhancing linkages between humanitarian and national systems.

Nutrition remained a central concern for WFP as recurrent shocks continued to affect household diets and
child-feeding practices. WFP provided 16,300 children under the age of five and 13,100 pregnant and breastfeeding
women and girls (PBWGs) with specialized nutritious foods (SNFs), focusing on areas with critical global acute
malnutrition (GAM) levels. Complementary nutrition-focused initiatives continued through the Fresh Food Voucher
programme, which was expanded beyond Djibouti city to Ali Sabieh and Tadjourah regions, and reached 2,035
households in 2025, as compared with 2,225 households in 2024. This geographical expansion enabled household
access to diversified diets by linking transfer values and eligible items to locally available nutrient-dense foods in the
targeted areas. School-based feeding activities remained an important platform for supporting children and their
families, linking food access, basic nutrition goals and education platforms in rural areas where schools operate.

Djibouti€s geostrategic location continued to position it as a key strategic partner and logistical entry point for the
region. In 2025, WFP facilitated the movement of 131,731 metric tons (MT) of humanitarian cargo through the logistics
hub, enabling the timely delivery of assistance within Djibouti and to neighbouring countries, namely Ethiopia, Somalia,
South Sudan, Sudan, and Yemen.

Resource constraints in 2025 required adjustments to assistance levels across several activities. To ensure that limited
resources reached those with the most acute assessed needs. Women•especially female-headed households•were
prioritized, based on evidence of higher barriers to income and access to social protection mechanism. WFP facilitated
access for people with disabilities across assistance modalities by adapting distribution arrangements wherever
feasible.

WFP supported national efforts toward the United Nations Sustainable Development Cooperation Framework
(UNSDCF) 2025-2030 S by enhancing access to food and strengthening systems that contribute to reducing hunger and
malnutrition. Contributions aiming to strengthen implementation and renew the global partnership for sustainable
development were reflected in multi-sectoral collaboration with government counterparts, regional institutions, and
humanitarian partners. Together, these partnerships enabled more effective responses to the complex and evolving
needs across Djibouti.
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Beneficiaries by Programme Area
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Total Transfers by Modality
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Operational context

Djibouti€s geographic position at the southern gateway of the Red Sea continues to both shape its economic prospects
and its exposure to shocks. With a population of approximately 1.1 million people, the country serves as a logistical and
commercial hub for the Horn of Africa. Its urban population•about 80 percent•relies heavily on imported goods due
to limited agricultural production, driven by low annual rainfall level and less than three percent arable land. As a result,
Djibouti imports nearly 90 percent of its food supply, leaving households particularly sensitive to volatility in global
commodity markets and maritime disruptions affecting the Red Sea corridor.

In 2025, the combined effects of recurrent climatic shocks, regional instability, and rising economic pressures continued
to affect household well-being. The Government declared a nationwide drought in July 2025, following early and severe
rainfall deficits that were first recorded in Obock and Tadjourah. This triggered a national, multisectoral response led by
the Prime Minister€s Office. According to the May 2025 IPC analysis, approximately 230,000 people•22 percent of the
population•were classified in IPC Phase 3 or above, including 55,000 in IPC Phase 4 (Emergency) for the July-December
period. These figures reflect persistently high needs, only slightly shifting from the 24 percent recorded in 2024.

Malnutrition remains a public health emergency. National global acute malnutrition (GAM) rates exceed 14 percent,
with the most critical levels recorded in Obock, Tadjourah and Dikhil. Key factors driving malnutrition include limited
social protection coverage, inadequate education about infant- and young-child feeding practices, morbidity, reduced
health-facility capacity, and periodic shortages of nutrition supplies.

These challenges occur against a backdrop of longstanding socio-economic constraints. Poverty remains high at 35.8
percent, and youth unemployment stands at 65.1 percent among those aged 15-34. The national literacy rate is 52.8
percent, with women and rural populations having lower literacy levels. Coverage of essential social protection
programmes remains low at 12.3 percent, limiting the government€s ability to cushion households from shocks.
Evidence indicates that barriers such as limited income, caregiving responsibilities and physical safety concerns limit
women€s and girls€ access to services and economic opportunities.

Environmental vulnerability further compounds these pressures. Djibouti faces rising temperatures, recurrent
droughts, flash floods, sea-level rise, coastal erosion and desertification. These accelerating climate risks undermine
gains in infrastructure, livelihoods, water access and food security, and increase the importance of national
preparedness, early-warning systems and long-term resilience building.
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